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Sent: 

To: 

Subject: Internet-authorised: Freedom of Information 

I am writing concerning your enquiries about the papers released in response to your Freedom of Information 
request about the alleged UFO sightings on 
31 51 March 1993. I apologise for not replying sooner. 

All of the papers contained in the file we hold on this incident were released in response to your request. 
Although one of the documents refers to a letter sent to the US Embassy, a copy of this is not contained in our 
records. It is possible that this was held on another departmental file, but we have no record of which file that 
might have been. I should inform you that Government files which are not selected for permanent 
preservation are destroyed once there is no longer an administrative use for them, often after 5 years, so it is 
possible that even if we could identify where this was originally filed it is likely that this would now have been 
destroyed. 

With regard to your question about additional documents held by Dl55, I can confirm that Dl55 opened their 
own file on this incident. However, all of the papers contained in the Dl55 file are duplicates of those in our file 
and there are no additional papers that have not been released to you. 

I hope this is helpful. 

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H.~ 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

E-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod.uk 

27th July 2005 

27/07/2005 



Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dea~ 

I'm e-mailing to ask if you received my last e-mail (below) as I have not had a reply 
from you about it? 

Further to the referenced letter to the US Embassy that was missing from the 107 pages 
of documents you sent me after my FOIA request, I have discovered that there are other 
documents that also weren't included. Can you tell me why? These, I believe, are 
from DI55's file on the March 31st 
1993 sightings. 

I hope to hear back from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

.uk> 
h~o~T-·~~~ Freedom of Information requests 

Date: Mon, 4 Jul 2005 11:45:19 -0400 

Dear 

I'm e-mailing to ask if you know why the letter referenced on the 'loose minute' pages 
(below) included in the March 31st 1993 documents was not included and if you know 
where it may be held? 

"I would however be interested in your views in the light of your earlier interest 
about Aurora. I attach a copy of a letter I sent to the US Embassy not long ago which 
I am assured has been disseminated to all "interested Agencies" in the US." 

I look forward to hearing back from you. 

Sincerely, 

mail2web- Check your email from the web at http://mail2web.com/ . 
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Sent: 
To: .. 
Subject: RE: Freedom of Information requests 

Dear 

I'm e-mailing to ask if you know why the letter referenced on the 'loose minute' pages 
(below) included in the March 31st 1993 documents was not included and if you know 
where it may be held? 

"I would however be interested in your views in the light of your earlier interest 
about Aurora. I attach a copy of a letter I sent to the US Embassy not long ago which 
I am assured has been disseminated to all "interested Agencies" in the US." 

I look forward to hearing back from you. 

Sincerely, 

mail2web- Check your email from the web at http://mail2web.com/ . 

1 



Dear 

From: 
==~~ 

Directorate of Air Staff- Freedom of Information 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
5th Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1 A 2HB 

Telephone 

e-mail 

(Direct dial) 020 7218 2140 

(Switchboard) !0!20~7~2~18~9~00~0, 
(Fax) 
das-ufo-office@ mod. 

Your Reference 

Our Reference 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Date 
8 June 2005 

I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for copies of any documents 
relating to a UFO sighting on 31st March 1993 at RAF Cosford. Please accept my apologies for 
the delay in responding. 

Please find enclosed copies of the documents the Ministry of Defence holds on this event, as 
requested. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to 
complain about any aspect ofthe handling of this request, then you should contact the 
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an 
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main 
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, 
http:/ /www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 

Yours sincerely, 



I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for copies of all any 
documents relating to a UFO sighting on 31st March 1993 at RAF Cosford. Please 
accept my apologies for the delay in responding. 

I have sent you in the post copies of the documents the Ministry of Defence holds on 
this event, as requested. Personal data including individual's names, addresses etc, has 
been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

With regard to your recent request for copies of any UFO reports sightings reported to 
the MOD on or around the 5th May 1990, we have recalled our files for this period 
from archives, and I should be able to inform you shortly whether we have any reports 
relevant to your request. 

I hope this is helpful. 

Ministry of Defence 
Directorate of Air Staff- Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H~ 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@mod.uk 

9th June 2005 



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details 

Workflow Options 
Internal Transfer 

View 
Audit Trail 

Comments Log 

Saved Search Result 

Contact Details 

Documents 

Actions 
Assign Within My Group 

Change Alert Settings 

Edit Request Details 

Upload Document 
Close Case 

Take Ownership 

Re<;:eived: 06 Apr OS 
.• )[ iJIIltJ 15 .. y OS { 

Status: Internal Transfer 

Editing the request details will initiate a new search. 
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results. 

Date request received: 

Applicant Details 

Title: Other: 

First Name: *Surname: 

Organisation: 

Applicant Type: Other: 

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required) 

Address Line1: 

Address Line2: 1'-'-R:::.u:.:.:m:.:.:n.:.;;.e:::...~y:__ ____ __. 

Address Line3: 

Town/City: 

Postcode: Country: United Kingdom 

Email: 

Telephone: Fax: 

http:/ /aitportal/ _Layouts/ AIT/Intema1Transfer/Intema1TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194, 12816,72 
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Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details 
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Workflow Options 
Internal Transfer 

View 
Audit Trail 
Comments Log 
Saved Search Result 
Contact Details 
Documents 

Actions 
Assign Within My Group 
Change Alert Settings 
Edit Request Details 
Upload Document 
Close Case 
Take Ownership 

Editing the request details will initiate a new search. 
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results. 

Request Details 

Response Format Requested: o.;.l h;.;;;:a:.:...rd;:;;.:c::;;;:o:.o::p:.~.y _____ _, Language Requested D Welsh 

*Enter the est for information: 

infosubject: I am looking for any documents relating to a UFO sighting on March 31 1993 by a guard patrol at RAF 
Cosford and also meteorological officer at RAF Shawbury. 

In a Daily Mail article by Nick Pope dated February 2 2005 it states the following re. the sighting:-

load docume 

http://aitportal/ _Layouts/ AIT /lntemalTransfer/InternalTransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194, 12816,72 
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GxAITESTPTCDi 

19 April 05 

19/04/2005 



infosubject: I am looking for any documents relating to a UFO sighting 
on March 31 1993 by a guard patrol at RAF Cosford and also 
meteorological officer at RAF Shawbury. 

In a Daily Mail article by Nick Pope dated February 2 2005 it states the 
following re. the sighting:-

"For example, in the early hours of March 31 1993, a UFO flew over two 
military bases in the Midlands. Ar RAF Cosford, it was seen by a guard 
patrol and an official report was sent to the MoD. At RAF Shawbury, it 
was seen bt the Meteorological Officer, who described it as vast, slow­
moving triangular-shaped craft flying at about 200ft. 

The craft was making a low frequency humming sound and firing a 
narrow beam of light down at a field just beyond the perimeter fence. 
The light beam swept to and fro as if it were trying to locate something. 

The light was suddenly switched off and the craft shot off at high speed, 
giving rise to G-forces that would have killed any human occupants." 



... ~:I!Til~-
. UNCLASSIFIED 

FPt'\')286/016 

~ --
. . .., ·tRt=DACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 

REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

·A. Date, Time and Duration of Sighting .. 3ff't fV\f\.tZ.C\3 2,.\'50 StvttNS 

B. Description of Object. Ot-lE.. Gc\..ASS 'b:::>\C"otJ'--. -c~o ~s. o~ C&~~\'oo..' W~W\~ 
At..o~~ ·\"\S 5-tb.C:., \A~A-5Uc -co b\'S:>'t"\t-:)~~\SI.-\ S.Kf'\~E- ~!Ale Tc \~rt(' 
0~ L. \<a \-\"'T~ . . . . 

C. Exact Position Observer. ~E-t-.lc..J€- ~s ~ ~ ~o'h)l\l f\.S fi'EGI;J<.T-
~Lof'&S I.T~tltC~ v.,:x,o"'D \~ ~a:e::A.- o~ · .PC.N\~~o,..l J'E)-:)..V\N2' 

How Observed. 

E. Direction in which Object was first seen • 

. F.- Angle of Sight. 

G. Distance. , -("\-\~ , an~ \€./'\-..!~ ""\o O(;.':S.€:.C.\ U~\lL 

t). N oE:.<Z-~~1\"L H 1\ .. A pp Q.o"l(. '2....o<:>rv- · 

H. Movements. s,....,-,\....L-.-ILL- : f\PP~o'\ctH:-"D ll--f~ fV\.t>JED -row~rZL:>S 
L-le:>ob AfZ..E:::A U 1'--l 'l 1 L O<A.. "\ . 0~ CSLG;:~"l 

I. Meteorological condistions during obser.vation. 

r=-"'~ E: 't:> ~----t C-LE::A(2. 

J. ~earby Objects. 

K. To whom reported. {=>C. 

L. ·· Name and Address of Informant. 

~N'?-.._ ~~\"l"ON 
M. An~ background on the informant that may be volunteered. 

N. t;!<l~ 
Pol...\C..<=:~~ W\'"TN~Eb .ScerNG:"- L..tCs:~"'t'"S ~ 
\I j.l..~ 1 \~~LING:- '"UZI~~~ 

t~"loi'l Pouce: S."TP--"'C\c~ 

P. Is a reply requested. '/ES 

·Signed 

Name 

Date Rank Tel No ---

~H!::~~i~~~>~::·.: . 
~ . - ~ ···: .. 

. .. 
· ··:"·'- ... · ... .;·_ · ._.:..._ : .:: ...... ··.:~ ·. :~·-:~ \ un'"'~'""''4" 

. _.;;_::'·>'" .• •. ' : . . :: ·' ~.:· ·. :. - :: ~:.:~ ·~'-{:~~~~it~ . .. '.:•· ';:~ 

-- ---- - - --- - -- --------- - -

The National Archives
UFO Cosford incident
Copy of Sec(AS) and DI55 files on UFO reports received 30-31 March 1993 (the ‘Cosford incident’) released in response to a FOI request in 2005.
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REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

A. Date, Time and Duration of Sighting. 30lY'\A'<.CJ5/Zl4-0'"{:-j::t..o~~bS. ~12ql< 

B. Description of Object. Tf.2..lA...::IG:>e:. l. ... :w-rt-\ ~ ~ ~ \"TS C-E;Y\liZ...C IAtl.. 

ME~. 

Exact Position Observer. 

D. How Observed. 

9.-tf:lr\"'n •• y 
Angle of Sight. -fi.O.t:N~ \.\QrLt'Z-0,..) A~A.'"'-~1 L\.b't-\4 &LV ,.. 

',.. Distance. b\~''-VL( ,To --::r~ l ~'Cl..7" L.oo~'b ~1:17 A- Fcvl 

( \1... \~) A 1-CN'\b \ T s ~bt'\-\ • 

h. Movements. 

f\.O{ -roo ~..,...) 
Meteorological condistions during observation. 

". Nearby Objects. f3:.vt\.,..c vP ~ fb07'" OB;.J \El::T ~ A-&../6 
~\:s- c...~..-~ o-r=-- "Ho0'C.e'S. 6\c... 

K. To whom reported. c(.Lo 

~1. No....:::>c 
~v7 t+l5oL"T - Fa..-il:> ~rt-c.-y SA-,':D \tt-cy \)~ 1V~ llC:UcE.'Ve 110 ut:os.' 

N. Other Witnesses. 

J. Date and Time of receipt of Report. 

P. Is a reply requested. 

Date 3.1 MAIL <1 3. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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M\N.\S1R~ -~~:Qn~Jf¥7. 
. -5 -~PRj~~f .. __ 

A. Dat•, Time and Duration of Sighting 
Local times to b; quoted 

B. Discriptlon of Object 
Number of objects.size,shape,colours, 
brightness,sound~smell,etc. 

c. Exact position of.oba,rv•r 
Geographical location,indoors our out, 
stationery or moving. · 

D. How Obs&rved 
Naked eye,binoculars,other optical 
devi~e,st~!! cr movie cam~ra. 

E )ir•ction in which Obj•ct was First S••n 
A landmark more useful than badly I:JT•""~ 
bearing. 

F. Angular Elevation of Object 
Estimated heights are unreliable. 

G. Distance of Object from Observer 
Ref. to known landmark when possible. 

H. Movem•nts of Object 
Changes i~ E,F ~ G more use than est. 
course and speed. 

J, Met. Co~dition During Ob~•rvation 
Moving clouds, haze, mist, etc. 

K. Netarby Objects 
Telephone or high-voltage lines;·dam, lake 
or reservoir; swamp or marsh; river; high · 
building, tall chimney, steeples,spires or 
masts; airfields, generating plants;pit~, 
factories or other· lighted sites, or lighting 

L. To Whom Report•d ' 
Police, Military erg. the press,· etc. 

~. Nam• and Address of Informant 

.. ---
~. Any Background Information on Informant 

that may be Volunteered 

) . Ott1er W.i tn•ss 

I Date and . Time Of Receipt of Report • 

Stgn~~ur• 

tJ a.l:b.& ~~ 
4~~~ ... s 

~-7W. 

:;, 



--~ --~~~~-. · -- .o.2:.::::::::-~-~ ,.qjt~~= 

.PORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT :-X - .• , 
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I I I I A. Date, Time &_ I wJ ~r~f ~ ll·l~ tl4'1 
I .. 

I Duration of Sighting I - I . 
I 
I 
I B. 
I 
I 
I 
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I c. 
I 
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I D. 
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I E. 
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Description of Object I 
(No of obje~ts, size, shape, I 
colour, brightness) I 

I 
I 

Exact Position of Observer I 
Location, indoor/outdoor, I 
stationary/moving I 

I 
I 

How Observed (Naked eye, I 
binoculars, other optical I 
device, still or movie) I 

I 
I 

Direction in which Object I 
first seen (A landmark may be I 
more useful than a badly I 
estimated bearing) I 

'I 
I 

Angle of Sight (Estimated I 
heights are unreliable) I 

I 
I 

Distance (By reference to a I 
known landmark) I 

I 
I 

Movements (Changes in E, F & G I 
may be of more use than I 
estimates of course and speed) I 

I 
I 

Met Conditions during Observations I 
(Moving clouds, haze, mist etc) I 

I 
I 

Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, I 
high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake I 
or dam, svamp or marsh, river, high I 
buildings, tall chimneys, steeples, I 
spires, TV or radio masts, I 
airfields, generating plant, I 
factories, pits or other sites with I 
floodlights or night lighting) 
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K. 
I 

To whom reported (Police, military, 
press etc) 

'-------------------------------1 
I L. Name & Address ·of Informant 

~--~~------~----------------1 
I M. 
I 

Background of Informant that 
may be volunteered 

]a (lrf) l~t. · 

I ___________________ -.-_-.· __________ _ 
I 
I N. Other Witnesse~ I ____________________________________________________________ _ 
I 
I o. Date, Time of Receipt 
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Conditions 

Q. Remarks 

•.:-J .. _ . · - ~ -- ----~- --~- ~-... -: "":'" ---. ~ . 
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\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 

CAB092 31/1001 090C1238 

FOR CAB 

ROUTINE 310725Z ~AR 93 

FROM RAF WEST DRAYTON 
TO MODUK AIR 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 
SIC Z6F 

UN C LAS _$ IF IE D 

SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOMENA 
A. 310055A MAR 93 
B. TWO METEORITE TYPE OBJECTS~ ORANGE AND WHITE WITH TRAIL AND BRIGHT 
Cu INDOORS~ MOVING 
D. BINOCULAf~S 
E. SOUTH~ RIGHT TO LEFT 
F. L.OJ..J 
G. UNI<NOWN 
H. STEADY 
J. CLEAR 
1<.~ 
M. ~LULSGATE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL LULSGATE BRISTOL 
3DY 
N. WITNESSED BY AIRCREW AND OTHER AIRPORT STAFF 
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BT 

DISTRIBUTION Z6F 
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--sPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJEcr -
r---_,__------.------:-~~~~- ., .. I I . ··. ,·.:-··,'"'"--. ,-·--~- ·- ..... , ... -~ ·:· 
I A. Date, Time & 1 L 

I Duration of Sighting I wtl ~~Sr- /{;r(..k I tJ/09 
... ·-· _1 ol 

1_---:--::-----------'. l B. Description of Object t-~-:-.-~-J..-;,.,.-~-~-:-.)d.-t-, -:-2-oo--:-,~~--~---..,;.,." 
I (No of objects, size, shape, I l.wk~~l~ , 2 c.-c~l114"1t kfb, l colour, brightness) ~ t}k;f~ ·s~l( . v. /;#/(. ~ • f~:llt. tw ~. 
I I 
I C. Exact Position of Observer 1 Flttk fVIJtv... 1 h~ ~ l<yd.41 1 
1

1 

Location, indoor/outdoor, II [IM.Nti {_~(. I 
stationary/moving 

I I I I ~------------~---1 
I D. How Observed (Naked eye, I 1 
I binoculars, other optical I /vJJ (.'1 ( I 
I device, still or movie) I I 
I I I 

E. Direction in which Object 
first seen (A landmark may be 
more useful than a badly 
estimated bearing) 

I ,.,.,f f~ ~f j.,.'r(t./:1' tt-tM.. ~i, . l 
I I 
I I 

· I I 
----------------------------1 I I AI~ /A-r,rll ,vu~( . fful_.'; ~I) l F. Angle of Sight (Estimated 
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-------------------------1 I 

G Distance (By reference to a I o•.iaf ltl;r3 iNv .,. cl~t ~ I 
known landmark) I ~ryf ftt..,. I l __________________________ l I 

I I J1 ~ I 
I H. Movements (Changes in E, F & G I )hfb· J 'tJ."'-1 hstevJd.. ;~ 1 
I may be of more use than I urtl.t ~ ; '~ iA.. l.., . b~)tll- ~ 1 l estimates of course and speed) I sM-1f v Nf'- sped t IN-pt. /(_ ... "( · I 
I I I 
I I. Met Conditions during Observations I {~ I 
I (Moving clouds, haze, mist etc) I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I J. Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, I I 
I high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake I I 
I or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high I I 
I buildings, tall chimneys, steeples, I 11M5U) I 
I spires, TV or radio masts, I I 
I . airfields, generating plant, I I 
I factories, pits or other sites with I I 
I floodlights or night lighting) I I 
I I I 
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K. To whom reported (Police, military, 
press etc} 

L. Name & Address of Informant 

M. Background of Informant that 
may be volunteered 

N. Other 'Witnesses 

o. Date, Time of Receipt 

P. Any Unusual Meteorological 
Conditions 

Q. Remarks i /'lr.M I.J. ~ ~t.. 1'1 ""ll A; . i 
I PAF (,5f~ k /D It;~ . MbJ.lk.J I 

I I 
I }JM(. I 
I I 

I i'lli.Jd CPI C~ftl+ cA.lc;-.-.c. , 1 
.. I M-· -r 5~ J fl-.-VWl~, I 

_____________ .:_! f'l1ll l/fi~t, ~ $.w-- s~ 4P"K 15k.v, I 

; ' ~ 

rft::t·. ~~ . 
·.: -.7- ~, . . -~ - .. ·,. ,_· !"' • 

-------------------------------------------------

liNitp, MMi (l'fq,f.-t.? ,} OffP~t fpg - 6~ /lh . 
(05r.{ {~l &.tJ ~ Wti frr -,.., tb .. 
h-(.1.(_ . f."r~r vrf ~jJ trJJ tvf 

~· 

----------------- - --

hp-~ Pd: owrc. 
cpl-cMu;t ~ 
P.Af (I'J{~ . ]\..t.-r !.s~ ,") 

PiiA-Off-
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...... ,.. .......... - . OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

I A. Date, Time- & I 3ff NAA.cvr t?rJ I .::>Ito u....u-~1 
I Duration of Sighting I n. ---.: L"' · I 
I liN/itA11Y\I 'f;) .A'~ - I M l'r/Cf?_Sf 
,--~-------------------------, - I 
I B. Description of Object I 2.. IJ..~C7Jr l.l!P~,.{/.Nc£ Q\:.w~c.cr 
I (No of objects, size, shape, I t ~1'1~ ::6 £~,;r.J"" 1 
I colour, brightness) I I 
I I I 
I I l1t1 tflrJ~ ht:.;-s-7 .:Y\1 A 1! ~ f'f»P d 
I c. Exact Position of Observer I t..o.ot!;M/US I<.J?L. <-t jV._aa/li.O • ~;&a 
I Location, indoor/outdoor, IS-?.;>1-].&p -r Au6:-tt?$J ~ c::::At1. rlllo G! 
I stationary/moving I MAP.E ru/'\-"?~.9"\. ..:5/!..f~-?-- ~r I 
I I th~~ 8 ~?.-~1'}1n e.:::.SI?/-¥-1. I 
I I I 
I D. How Observed <Qiaked ey:;;> I I 
I binoculars, other optical I I 
I device, still or movie) I I 
I I I 
I I n ~ I 
I E. Direction in vhich Object I v'"(.....:. A/:;)rt:7y, I 
I first seen (A landmark may be I I 
I more useful than a badly I I 
I estimated bearing) I I 
I I I 
I II f}ff' rC Z.. => ' e<...=:> c.t..-:.... ·-II· I F. Angle of Sight (Estimated 
I heights are unreliable) I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I G Distance (By reference to a I /N2S?//'-'I.AIJ~ I 
I knovn landmark) I I 
I I I 
I 1

1 
1~'7vr. U{j;-J,/ J J-t;/t/u'O Vl~· 71' "C1 

II H. Movements (Changes in E, F & G I UI)'I14,1L?J Jt>N fg,y~_ u...._~ cc..vv -
1 may be of more use than ...,.,.., ,-

1 estimates of course and speed) I ~3'-1 C::U/l....(,r..:;v ht(£&1. ~ /-(..; 
I I ~.!V.v-~ IV :yt? ;,_ - .f..x...t7g I 

I I. Met Conditions during Observations I ~{.f (}/l..'-1 r S7/a.. ,t(..~--1-?'-l 
I (Moving clouds, haze, mist etc) I I 
I I I 
I I I -
I J. Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, I I 
I high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake I I 
I or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high I ~ I 
I buildings, tall chimneys, steeples, I ~:; M/;..,f(::- I 
I spires, TV or radio masts, I I 
I airfields, generating plant, I I 
I factories, pits or other sites vith I I 
I floodlights or night lighting) I I 
I I I 
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K. To whom reported (Police, military, 
press etc) 

L. Name & Address of Informant 

M. Backgroun~·of Informant that . 
may be volunteered 

N. Other Witnesses 

0. Date, Time of Receipt 

P. Any Unusual Meteorological 
Conditions 

Q. Remarks fJ,...;· u~~~~t'~ :2~~~ 
~1/Ctt I fl~ ~if I 
Z:. /.J-__.c_ "~ ? _;:::-rL 11-r I 
fl#->../1.114~ ~ >c.fJt-1Jt-t;:r/t'..».~ r. I 

----------------------------------- ---------------------~------' 
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U N C L A S S I F I E D 

CWD148 31/0959 090C1185 

FOR CAB 

ROUTINE 310720Z MAR 93 

FROM RAF WEST DRAYTON 
TO MODUK AIR 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 
SIC Z6F 
SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOMENA 
A. 310110Z MAR 93. 30 SECONDS 
B. TWO, POSSABLY THREE, STARSHAPED WITH VAPOUR TRAIL WHEN MOVING, 
YELLOW/GOLD AND BRIGHT . 
C. MOORSWATER, LISHEARD, CORNWALL, OUTDOORS, STATIONARY 
D. NAKED EYE 
E. NORTH 
F. ABOVE 
G. N/K 
H. STATIONARY THEN MOVING STEADILY 
... J .. CLEAR 
L. POLI -

M. SGT LISKEARD, CORNWALL 
N. POLICE OFFICERS 

PAGE 2 RBDAID 0003 UNCLAS 
0. SEEN BY OTHER POLICE OFFICERS THROUGHOUT DEVON AND CORNWALL 
P. 310130Z MAR 93 
BT 

DISTRIBUTION Z6F 
F 
CAB 1 SEC<AS> ACTION < CXV 
CYD 1 DD GE/AEW 
CAP 1 DI 55 

1 AFDO ) 
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!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

CWD151 31/10.02 090C124-3 

FOR CAB 

ROUTINE 310730Z MAR 93 

FROM RAF WEST DRAYTON 
TO MODUK AIR 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 
SIC Z6F 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 

SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOMENA 
A. 310110A MAR 93. 2 TO 3 MINUTES 

~: ~~eLI~~~yc~~A8~TtR~A~2~Y~~ ~~~~H~~If~DF~~ITE 
D. NAKED EYE 
E. OVERHEAD MOVING NORTH 
F. LOW, APPROX 100-200 METRES 
G. OVERHEAD 
H. VERY SLOW 
J. CLEAR 

POL! 

IN COLOUR 

YR TY~11::IL, CENTRAL POLICE STATION, SWAN STR-EET, 

N. NONE 

PAGE 2 RBDAID 0005 UNCLAS 
0. OTHER POLICE OFFICERS 
P. 310154A MAR 93 
BT 

DISTRIBUTION Z6F 

EAB 1 S~C<AS) ~TION 
CYD 1 DD GE/AEW 
CAP 1 I:ri 55 

. ·-···-· . ----------

., 

( cxv 1 AFDO > 

: ~ . -~. . 
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.,ORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

! A. ~:~:; i~!m~/-sigh t ing I J;;J n f1;;,J, ' I ·I /~~~~;:1 ;~' 
'----:::-------------· 1- I I B. Description of Object I ·z· brifl wJ&;k. 'f1s i'l f;,.~ - I 
1
1 

(No of obje-cts, size, shape, 1
1 
~ 5_:,1i/J4 &eW lk ~- . ~~ t--~1 I 

colour, brightness) ;~t/ '~ 1 
1 I #}11 ik>~t . ~ vt.f~ [ru1 , M- v 1'"1 . I 

I I I 
I c. Exact Position of Observer I ~' f/l"o ~ft r~ - lM'bu.5f I 
II Location, .indoor/outdoor, 1

1 
,,..,, 1 ' .... 

1 
. t~.kr -f /¢let A,.._ "L~·L 1

1 stationary/moving ~~ ~~·· .,.- 1 ~;·'~ 

I ~----------------·----1 I I I 
I D. How Observed (Naked eye, I I 
I binoculars, other optical I /Vd!J. (.1(_ I 
I device, still or movie) I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I E. Direction in which Object I I 
I first seen (A landmark may be I 11~ fV 1-, 5 /. .J_ I 
I more useful than a badly I I r j,v E .· ~ ) I 
1 estimated bearing) I s~d _ I 
I ·1 I 

I F · Angle of Sight (Estimated l ()lit!} 11 ~'ft · {~ ],..,~ i-t. ~ I 
I heights are unreliable) I 2 ,.,.-.... ..it) . Z/J ._...tc.s w1 ? I ·' 
I I . I I 

I G Distance (By reference to a I f:~ ve,.-1 ~ + lvl(. ,.,. vf /,.,; I 
I known landmark) I ~ 9*U . I 
I I I 
I I f 
I H. Movements (Changes in E, F & G I I 
I may be of more use than I SpuJ c,.,..JW I 
I estimates of course and speed) I I 
I I I 
I I t:L·/( tJ..,·tl wt.«-

1 
~ elM)) Jf~ 1

1 I I. Met Conditions during Observations I ID 1 .. ,. 1 

I (Moving clouds, haze, mist etc) .I q~ ~~ I 
I I I 
I I I 
I J. Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, I I 
I high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake I I 
I or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high I I 
I buildings, tall chimneys, steeples, I AJI"Yil.- I 
I spires, TV or radio masts, I I 
I airfields, generating plant, I 1

1
. 

I factories, pits or other sites with I 
I floodlights or night lighting) 1· . .;· I 
I I " I 



·.:· : . ·.: .. ~ . 

(-·. 

•r· ----------------~~~--~~~~ ,., wJ.. ~"-a · ·· ·fr! ; \~-i<"' ... '"-·.; .~.:.i" ... ;r -*~ · I K. !~e=~o=t~~ported (Police, military, '"' J~ , ~ ~}'";,!;~jj~~~ ;,; 

'--------------------------- I I L. Name · & Address of Informant . · ~~ 
'--~----------~------------------- ~----~--~--~~~ I 

M. 

N. 

o. 

P. 

Q. 

Background of Informant that 
may be volunteered 

Other '\litnesses 

Date, Time of Receipt 

Any Unusual Meteorological 
Conditions 

Remarks 

. .. 

Fut«r . Hc.r ~i/M.lt Jtrtt.., tMl_,, v tc1tJ 

f, *f1 (.v.i + JAI~ ,,,:&u_~~~ 

/tppfMr). b v )Mj;Vl_ .,. ,M~ 

w~5S 
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IORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 
- ~ :: .. _: 'f --~- :-. -

I 
A. Date, Time & 

I~ ~~f~ J.t,....e~ I I .. 
Duration of Sighting c I ./o tW1 I .. I 

B. Description of Object I u... ,wJ. ~,;.. AM , ~~ p..; ~. I 
(No of objects, size, shape, 2 ,f~~ c~l tM 'fMt./ hi t4 ~ . I 
colour, brightness) f:k ;· Lw ~~ tv~1c k-l. 1 

I 
c. Exact Position of Observer 

I 
I 

Location, indoor/outdoor, Bu k ,1/~ f Ant. H .. I 
stationary/moving I 

I 
D. How Observed (Naked eye, 

I 

~.J,J 
I 

binoculars, other optical e1L I 
device, still or movie) I 

I I 
I \r{!4 IVWI.u.,{ 1 ~ M/Vc1._ 11 I 
I E. Direction in which Object I I 
I first seen (A landmark may be I I 
I more useful than a badly I i'n.. J,.-r(.d"M 1 fl,..zd.sl~~lt. I 
I estimated bearing) I I 
I "I I 
I I I 
I F. Angle of Sight (Estimated I ;4it~~~l')i ,1..-r"!~ )v.,..~ ( I 
I heights are unreliable) I (!Vt/ I . , 
I I I 
I I ~ t-rsf ~ 1 qfr~t_ /U# ~~ hc.-fl- 1 

I 
I G Distance (By reference to a I I 
I known landmark) I ~u . fts~ f, ~~, - 4,# f~ . I 
I I I 
I I 5 fil.f~) d f-rsf 1 i'ltv. ~~ • 511>'./ I 
I H. Movements (Changes in E, F & G I I 
I may be of more use than I Jr.s# 1 ~ ~11.wiJ. ~ MM)_ 1{ A} I 
I estimates of course and speed) I I 
I I ~ l.-f' f/td. I 
I I l 
I I. Met Conditions during Observations I 1J: l 
I (Moving clouds, haze, mist etc) I (lw I 
I I I 
I I I 
I J. Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, I I 
I high Voltage lines, reservoir, lake I I 
I or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high I I 
I buildings, tall chimneys, steeples, I H~5t$ l 
I spires, TV or radio masts, I l 
I airfields, generating plant, . I l 
I factories, pits or other sites with I l 
I floodlights or night lighti~g) I I 
I I l 



·: ' "· -~~~-=· \~~, .. _- ---·:-~ '··-:: ~:~,~~~~·~{;t~·· .: 

\RED~CT~~-5~N?RI?~~A_L DO~UMEN~\ . . . . . ~ . 

. . . ... --· -=:::-~·----::=-..:.: :.._::~~-~: ·:-.- - ~- -~- -.- .. 

' K. !~.:~o=t~)Ported {Police, Plili t~ry • I (,..kkJ RAF • {D$fvll- ,;kJ ;t~'; ~ I " 
l ______________ l I 
I I . Mr ·. - 1 .. 
I L Name & Address of Informant I · · · ' 1 
I • 1 · 1~~-td.t.t . 5f"(fs I 

I .I I 
1 M. Background of Informant that . I )Jjk I 
I may be volunteered I I 
I I - ~ - I 
I I Mr-W.'{<- 1 fM,~ 1 ~ I 
I N. Other Vi tnesses ·, I J ... .Akf j,ilfa'WIJ. . . ,-- I I I ,.~.,. ,, I 
I I I 
I 0. Date, Time of Receipt I W!l ~~fl- l1vr"~ , 1- 4-) A'h'1 I 
I I 
I I 
I P. Any Unusual Meteorological 1v I 
I Conditions ~'ill. I 
I I 
I Q. Remarks Mr- Jw·~ ri.,bf ~~ (NV-f.. I 
I -~ )\~ f/ll..uJ.;U I ~ ~ b I 
I jM~>krk . !vAL) pwJ . J ~s.)Je.,..l nJ l 
I · · qtilct MS.J: ~- l1/~-....A~ . I I - r- 7 I 

•. -·_ 

------------------- - -- -
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\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 
DIRECTiON 

------ -- - · ··- -~--- .. --.- ,~--'-,;..:~~::.--::.-~~---·-·-- -· --···- - . 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 

CWD153 01/1325 091C1129 

FOR CAB 

ROUTINE 010850Z APR 93 

FROM RAF WEST DRAYTON 
TO MODUK AIR 

U N C L A S S I F I E D 
SIC Z6F 
SUBJECT: AERIAL PHENOMENA 
Ag 310115Z MAR 93 30 SECONDS 

:- *~\~-" ::::_· 
:, . ~ ~--. \qq"!> .. .. --

~ . 
-. 
. , --~ . :_ ....,\.c. .-.r..;!J'-'' ~ .•. 

. !:'- t.~!J..~ ~ 

B. TWO WHITE LIGHTS TRAVELLING AT HIGH SPEED, FORTY TO FIFTY FEET 
AF'ART 
C. GREATLY HAMPSHIRE~ OUTDOORS AND STATIONARY 
D. NAKED EYE 
E. NORTH TO SOUTH 
F. 300 - 400FT AGL 
G. OVERHEAD 
H. HIGH SPEED 
J. REASONABLY CLEAR, SLIGHT OVERCAST 
K. LOCAL HILL <COSLEY HILL> 
L. SATCO IDDLE WALLOP 
t1 GREATLY HAMPSHIRE 

PAGE 2 RBDAID 0003 UNCLAS 
N. AVIATOR WITH ARMY FLYING ASSOCIATION, ENGINEER AND BOOKING 
SECRETA~ 
o. Miss-._._... 
P. 010845Z APR 93 
BT 

DISTRIBUTION Z6F 
F 
CAB 1 SEC<AS) ACTION < CXV 
CYD 1 DD GE/AEW 
CAP 1 t•I 55 

. --

. · ~ o;;.g~~'i~5 ~ '~ : : L . -:.,•·.·c'<-'· :·- '-''' 

1. AFDO > 

E~D . _ ._. 
·· ' 1~ .. U N.J:: . L · A_·: ~ . ~L . ._..~ " ' "'•', '!"."'l"t:S#b7.'l.,!-;'!<\ t;£; ;•~ .•:·j · . ;;.c~...-., -_ :.,;c•;,; •• _ ~ ' _ 

---· ·- __ ,_ - · - - - - - - - -- - - - --



7 ~EOACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT} 

REPORT OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

A. Date, Time and Duration of Sighting 
Local times to be quoted 

-
B. Discription of ObJ•ct 

Number of objectsjsize,shape,colours, 
brightness,sound,smell,etc. 

c. E~act position of obs•rv•r 
Geographical location,indoors our out, 

· stationery or moving. 

D. How Observed 
Naked eye,binoculars,other optical 
device,still or movie camera. 

E. Dir•ctio~ in which Object was First S••n 
A landmark more useful than badly 
bearing. 

F. Angular El•vation of Object 
Estimated heights are u~reliable. 

G. Diatance of ObJ•ct from Obs•rv•r 
Ref. to known landmark when possible. 

H. Mov•ments of ObJ•ct 
Changes in E,F ~ G more use than est. 
course and speed. 

J. M•t. Condition During Oba•rvation 
Moving clouds, haze, mist, etc. 

~. N~tarby ObJ ecta 
Telephone or high-voltage lines; dam, lake 
or reservoir; swamp or marsh; river; high 
building, tall chimney, steeples,spires or 
masts; airfields, generating plants;pit~, 
factories or othe~ lighted sites, or lighting 

. To Whom Reported . 
Police, Military org. the press, etc. 

• Name and Addr•ss of Informant 

Any Background Information on Informant 
that may b• Volunt••r•d 

-.· . 

-11-----
0-1 s -r.e.z_ ...,_--~-.....\ -r-T'I.:::"t•~"f' ~<::::. 

9C 

0\ 1--AAe._'-"\S ~c_(-\ 
~ ~ ~,'~A\4-

~ ~-\CS. 

~ E:-Oe._ tv<..e-R.Cu R-.c:-t_ 
e.E::SPo~E 



' ., .... .'11f, ~ 

.. c~fe7/2/Sy 

OC RAF PoLice Flt 

Sir, 

\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 

RAF Police Flight 
RAF Cosford 
Wolverhampton 
West Midlands 
WV7 3EX 

Mar 93 

fgSSI~l£ UFO SIGH!INGS 

1. I have tore ford on 31 Mar 93 at 0115 hours in 
company with. Cp1 1 RAF Police, I was on mob;le patrol 
of Leeming Road, o avel Car Park when I saw two bright 
11ghts in the sky e the Airfield. The lights appeared to be flying 
at great velocity in a South Easterly direction at an altitude of 
approximately 1000 feet. The lights were circular in shape and gave off 
no beam. They were creamy white in colour and constant in size and in 
relation to each other. 

2. ~brou ht the vehicle to a standstill and pointed out the lights to 
Cpl · I switched off the vehicle engine and we both got out of 
the car an observed the lights. There was no sound of any engine no;se 
despite there being no wind and the sky being free from cloud. The 
lights were observed over~flying the Unit and away towards the 
Wolverhampton area. A slight red glow could be seen from the rear of 
the lights as they disappeared from vi~w over the horizon. The lights 
~ere visible for approximately one minute. 

3. Myself and Cpl ......... then re~urned to the COC and I contacted RAF· ­
Shawbury. I was in~at there were no aircraft flying from there. 

4. · At 0125 hours. I contacted ATC at RAF Lyneham and was informed that 
there were no known aircraft in the area of Cosford. 

5. At 0127 hours. I contacted RAF Brize Norton and was informed the 
same. 

had also witnessed the lights. Mr had TOl owe t e 

was informed by the Ord Cpl, Cpl~hat a.Mr 
Brereton .. .,ftugeley .. · Staffordsh~~-re orted 

over Rugeley. FolM!s of Mr 

lights which he described as befng cream 1n co our at an ~ltitude of 
900-1000 feet and an estimated · size of 200 metres. HMM!hear a 
humming noise as the object flew directly above him. Mr stated 
that he believed that the object landed in an area known as azelslade 

-

he approached he could not find any signs of the landing. Mr 
was instructed to inform his loca1 Civil Police Force, which 

• and during a subsequent conversation. it w~ed that a 
Constable from Staffordshire Police had visited Mr~ 

7. At 0130 hours, I . informed West Mercia Police, WPCtllllllllbf the 
sightings • 

.. 



It'! . 
•' ·.· } {._ 
8. At 0140 hours, I informed HQ P&SS (UK), Cp1 
incident. 

of the 

9. At 0142 hours; 1 informed RAF West Drayton, Lt Cdr~·of tne 
incident, and he confirmed that there was no military aircraft of any 
kind in UK airspace and there had not been since 0001 hours. 

10. At 0143 hours, the Senior Air Traffic Controller at : ~irmingham 
International Airport was contacted, and he confirmed that'~here were 
no civilian aircraft in Cosford Airspace and had not been· for some 
hours. 

11. At 0215 hours 1 OC RAF Police Flt and the Ord Off. F1t Lt......._ 
were informed of the incident. ~ 

12. At· 0250 hours, Mr ,.RAF Shawbury Met Office, contacted Cp1 

•

and stated that he ad seen two lights in the sky at RAF Shawbury. 
hts were first sighted approximately 15-20 kms away and Mr 
observed them travel towards him over the Airfield moving 

erratically at hundreds of miles per hour unlike any aircraft. He 
described the lights as appearing to be searching for something. He 
heard a 1ow humming noise and watched the object for 5 minutes until it 
disappeared from sight in a southerly direction. Mr ......... stated that 
he had been a Met Officer for 8 years and had neve~ything like 
it before. 

13. At 0300 hours, Cp1llllllcontact~d a Mr ~ the Met Officer at 
Bristol Airport, who st~hat similar 1ights had been se~n there at 
0055 hours. He had ini ti allly put the 11 i ghts down to adverse mete·or 
activity but in the light of the subsequent reports recorded if as 
unidentified. ' 

14. At 0310 hours, West Mercia Po1ice were made awar~ of the further 
reports and would contact Staffordshire and Avon & Somerset Forces to 
correlate the reports. 

15. At 0330 hours I resumed normal duties. 

o ce 

.. 



. ·~.;~·'·~· · REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMEN~-~}'-: : ·. 

OCCURRENCE ACT: ON TAKEN 

·----.... ---li-----------· .. ·· .. ---- ----

~.~ ... ...... 
S he.~tt'b urv 
~., e• ~1mc'e ;\:. '"'- .... 

0300h~ Mr-
&rtstoi 
Met Ort!ce 

POSSIBLE UFO SIGHTING. 

P.:~~ortt sl;ht:n~ h:N -w-hit~ flwhts .:,v~:f:·,irt; 
tne Unit in a. South =tef!lt oin:cfion ~a. 
heigtt of 1000 r~et. The velccrty ~~ :h~ 
&ghtl suggested f&.s}. itb, I'IO\tle 1.~~ no 
c.itusion beeconscoutd beseerL 

?.eport,the w.1efiaht$ in the Rugtey~eil. 
fi~g er'80J~en·r. He hadtoaowedtnelights 
mli ~een them IUtd et ~els!a~e. Me !'lad 
got ·within 200 fe~ ol-...hat he d&S¢ribet:1 as 
r.~n g swc ers, but on ent er!n ~ ~ h! e:ee. they 
had IU~ded could not l~e them. Reoort 
reeorded b~·'CJ!'~ Cpl. · 

~ b!'\"'"':11; tl J h~ .-"' .. I"' I'll t.....a u ... :.., .. "' ..... ~ ~tl"rrt> ' • ..,,.. ... ~._,. \~" ·"'" ...,,,.. -,...-~ .: ;~. ~·~t ... .... ··h .......... _., ... 
de~cnptior• had beenseeninRA.= Sha...··bu.ry 
.~irtpace heading Sout~. 

2. .All e et~3 Pa!:$~ d ! c w. M e~ia 
Polic~ ar1d P&SS. 
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I •· !! .' Witness Statement 

Statement of 

Ageifunder21 . o ~1 (if over 21 insert 'over 21 '). 

This statefllent (consisting of · pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence.l shall be liable to prosecution if 1 have wilfully 
stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true. 

March 19 93 

Signatu 

Devon & Cornwall Constabulary stationed at 

Liskeard in Ccrnwall. 

At about 0110 hrs on the morning of Wednesday 31st March 1993 I was 

on duty in uniform and driving a marked Police vehicle along the A38 at 

Looe Mills near Liskeard travelling in the direction of Dobwalls. 

This was naturally during the h6urs of darkness and the weather was 

fine and dry, with some patchy cloud; the moen and a number of stars being 

visible. I was ~naccompanied. 

As I began to negotiate a sweeping uphill left hand bend at the bottom 

of Lantoc.m Hill, I became av.;are of what appeared to be two 'stars' jut;t. 

above the horizon in the apprcximate position of "two o'clock''· They were 

due North of me and motionless in the sky·. My attention was drawn to 

these 11 stars 11 because apart from being in a part of the sky where ther·e 

are usually no stars, they were of a darker hue bordering on yellow instead 

of silvery-white. They were reasonably close together but as I could not 

begin to estimate their distance from me, I likewise cannct estimate how 

far they were from each other. 

As I negotiated the bend I continued to observe the~ when I suddenly 

saw them begin to. move what appeared to me vertically upwards. They main-

tained a parallel course and identical speed ~nd as they approached the 

"one o'clock" position they began to leave vapour trails. I bro~.<ght my 

, ·· 

.. 

--~ ·"' · : - ·car - to h 1 ., ,. t ~ I e My location now was 

--- ·----------
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e Continuation of Statement of 

f()'Jl' ~G,1A(Tl 
Continuation she~t : N-6-: .·-- ,. c 

approximately ·1 00 yards the Liskeard side of the lay by outside Lahtoom.. 

Quarry, map ref 230 650. 

My view of _these objects was very ~ood; the sky being clear, and they 

continued their ascent still at an identical speed to each other and still 

on a parallel course. I realised that they were not asce~:ding vertically 

but rather cuf'ving overhead and heading due South. As they gained in 

height the vapocr trails became much more pronounced. I was still unable 

to estimate their height because of their small size (identical to a star 

in the night sky) but I believe they were very high. As they passed 

directly overhead at 11 12 o'clock high", the heavens at this point were 

bright and moonlit and I could see that there was nothir•g bet.we;en ·the 

objects apart from empty sky. They w~re definitely twc separate object&. 

At abcut this time I became aware of what I believed tc bE, a third 

object visible only by its vapour trail which was considerably less otviobs . -

th~n the vapour trails of the other two objects. This third object seemed 

to be travelling to the right hand side of the left hand obejct (as I was 

looking up), and slightly to the rear of it. It maintained the identical 

speed and parallel course of the other objects. 

As the objects continued on a dE:~ad straight north south course, they 

seemed to be travelling at a similar speed to a high flying passenger jet 

aircraft. I lost sight of them owing to the high gr·ound of the quarry 

immediately or. my left . 

. · During the: total duration of this sighting, which was between 45 

seccr.ds ar:d 1 minute, my observation of these objects wc:·s continuot:s and 

uninterr-upted. There was no sound whatever, the night being ver·y still 

with no traffic. 

- - · ·- ~ · -· - ··~ · ·· --~ ·- ~ -· . .. .. . 



·.Jf 
tJ~~----~------~--~--------~~---

··"' . ~-·· ·-

FA 'X MESSAGE 

)t( (A5)Z. 

To -

TOTAL N~ OF PAGES ·y··--- 2-- .. -· ··~ 
(INC\ th\s Sneet) 

Plust s-~ Pvt Jj~,.J.J . Jt '1'f b1. ''"' ~ 1 .. 51.. 

~ >f/1 1 w- 1-j ~~ ~i. 

1 ~&-'1 ~ ~ r llAf ~ rJ, ~ thL. 

cRP i) """ ~~ , J'r, ~ wr , .. .fit, ~ .-k 

I 
!• 

I 
I 

-1 
L-------------------------------------------- l 
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29/3/93 

Dear 
I am writin& to you as i would be interested to hear the M.O.D.s 
comments on the sightings of a strange object seen over the Tee­
side/Cleveland areas on the 23,24,25 of march 1993 as reported 
to R.A.F.Leeming. 

What i would specifically like to know is a,if the object was 
picked up on radar at either R.A.F.Leeming or at Teeside airport 
to ~hich i know the R.A.F contacted when the object was first 
reported,b,if you would be prepaired to state that two aircraft 
from Leeming were diverted from areconnaissance flight over the 
north sea to the area of the ~ighting,and C, if the M.O.D. would 
be prcpaired to state that the object that has and indeed still is 
being seen over this area is the American (supposedly secret) 
test stealth aircraft commonly known .as th€ AURORA. 

Ma.Y i ooi.n._t_oJ.L.t_t_o_t.he N.O.D, that _this o bject is not ___ OJl.l.J __ c_au_sin_.R._ 
conc·~·~~-aino~·g the --residents of the areas around NUNTHROPE and -
LON~LANDS,but also around the area of YARM,but has also frighterid · 
a gf~at many people includin~~ children.If this is a secret air­
craft that is being tested(as "reported in som~ areas of the media ) 
then surely by allowing such an ai~ craft to fly so lvw,at night, 
and over a built up area.and also frightening people half to de a t :. 
would not be in the best interest of the people of these areas, 
(taking 1nto account safety)but would surely be breaking laws. 

I know of at least 12 people chat have seen this object over a 
period of 18 months to 2 ye& r s,and i am sure there are many mor ~ . 

The object has been reported as flying as low as 200 feet,it ha~ 
also been seen in broad day!ight,by several people,and w A 3 o~ o~ . 
occasion.chased for 20 miles by two men in a car,and wa s tound L -· .. 
be hovering 200 feet above a main road,the two men got out of t h e 
car and the object from being completely still shot off and vani ~i . . 
at an amating speed.It has been seen hovering above the chemical 
p la acs I~ ; €. I. ec t: 7-o:ver-M-;v .ih i-nst a-1-la.t·i pns ,-o.nd --a-l-s-v · o v·e :<: the n u< ·: ~· . ~ 

plant over the riier tees at Harilepool . 

I w o u 1 d be very great£ u 1 if y o u can shed any 1 i g h t on this , ,i_ J:. Col i ~ 
to be able to tell the people .... -ho have reported this so far c·d!d l. 

it could or could - ,t be.I would like t o thank you for your ti we. 
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.. 
X would be most grateful if you could assist r1e ~~ith tbe 
identification of one o.r t,..o flvin,~ ob,jects r ha'ii r ened to 

/ w - -

see at 2210 hours on 30th l:arch 1993. Cor.ditions were good 
with ~pprox. 2/10 cloud. 

Y.'hilst out walking my dor.;, I haprer.ed to see t••o :nig}·;t li:-;ht:;; 
in the west which at first I tooh: to be stars. rr>hene !.o>:eve:r 
~ere soon seen to be ~ovine, one ratter hi~~er than the ot~er 
giving the impression of an aircrt>.ft ba.t:n1~:i.nr:;. 

IJ:'he ob,iects we1e a.t a considera':)le Leigr:t r .~O,CC'Cft. r, erhc:·.r~::::) 
and ps.ooed ahead of t~e flying due Ear:t in the direction of 
B..:rown '\'filly near Car:el:ford. 

! beard very little in the ~ay of er.~ine noise, out whil:,t 
~t the no~rest point to me, I could bear a faint sound, 

The two white ~iGhts were vi~ible for so~e rir.utes until 
they diaa~peared from my view, but.at no ti~e did I see the 
usual intermittent flashing aircraf-t iden!;ification lic!~t 
7rb.ich str·uck me as· being very unusual:. 

Yours 

T;~e Station Commander, 
Poyal Air Force, St. Unwcan, 
!·! e wq uo.y, 
Corny:-::;.11. 

1'. r ·s . 

:r .. - --~ :--- -·-- .. 
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling) 

01-218 9000 (Switchboard) 

Your reference 

Our reference 

Date 



From: Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 8245 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
~~R-E-DA_C_T_E_D_O--::--::-:-N-=0:-=R:-:--IG~I~N~A-:--L -::::D-;;:;:0-;;:;:C-;-;U~M;-;::E~N-:;::]TI 

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 

Telephone 

LATCC (Mil) 
RAF Vest Drayton 

(Direct Dialling) 
(Switchboard) 
(Fax) 

071-21-8 2140 
071-21-89000 
071-21-8 

UFO SIGHTINGS - WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 1993 

Your reference 

Our reference 
D/Sec(AS)1211 

Dag' April 1993 

1. As we discussed, I am currently looking into a wave of UFO sightings 
that occurred on Wednesday 31 March at around 1.10am. I would be grateful if 
the appropriate radar tapes could be transferred onto video and examined. 

2. I have attached one of the most detailed reports received, together with 
a map showing the timings and approximate locations of some of the sightings. 
The actual locations are Braunton, Liskeard, Bristol Airport, Grateley, Merthyr 
Tydfil, St Bride's Bay, Rugeley, Crymych, RAF Cosford and RAF Shawbury. There 
are many other reports - mainly from Devon arid Cornwall - that we do not yet , 
have details of. The most common time is 1.10am. 

/ 

3. There is some confusion about the height,size and speed of the 
object(s), but enough evidence to suggest that something unusual occurred. 

4. Many thanks for your assistance with this, and please let me know if you 
require any other information. 

Recycled Paper 



FA 'X 
~-, ... ......... __ _._ .... ........ --.- -... -~ .. "'-·····- ~ - · ---===== ....._."' ... -.,.,. ·. :. . \,. -..... .. • ·-~- · · . ..... ;, .. . ... ... --- .:. .--

f~~'(•11 
--··- ~ .. 

I " 

'-

10 -

TOTAL NO Of" PA6£S 
(tNCl thi<s Street,) 

. '· 

/l5 Jv·5lv.5StJ , ~ ivft J ,-~ h 

fJ Kif t• 11-1/ HrJ 1 P:v:s'"" . Grdtf-.A t ' 
t1fr\~ /1. •• )1}5 )c.~...,~ lfiM /.IIA.;... ).LN( 

I ··-·T-' V j 
. ___ _ , . 

·• .. ~ .. ........ 

J------------------------·-
ANY ~Ff:'ICLH..:fi£S PLEASE Tt:].EPHO~ ~1B G I' '···' 

...... .... . · · ·-- -- -----------~-----

.... -- -------·---------



From: Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 8245, 

\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 

Telephone (Direct Dialling) 
(Switchboard) 
(Fax) 

071-21-8 2140 
071-21-89000 
071-21-8 

Your reference 

Our reference 

Wade bridge D/Sec(AS)12/3 

ftt6April 1993 

Your letter to the Station Commander at RAF St Mawgan concerning the strange 
lights in the sky that you saw on 30 March has been passed to this office as we 
co-ordinate reports of UFO sightings. 

You will be interested to hear that many other people reported having seen two 
bright lights later on that night, with similar reports being made from areas 
such as Devon and Cornwall, South Wales and Shropshire. Although your report is 
earlier than the others, the description is very similar. We are not sure what 
the explanation is, although the possibilities include a satellite in low orbit, 
or some piece of space debris entering the atmosphere. We are not aware of any 
aircrapt .activity that would explain what was seen. 

You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations currently engaged 
in the study and investigation of UFOs. These organisations may be able to 
offer some further thoughts on what you saw, or tie in your sighting with some 
of the other reports I know they have received. I suggest the following groups: 

earch Association 

Harpenden 

~ Tel no. 

I - I - • - •• al 

re 
Tel no. 

Recycled Paper 



I I • I * I • onal (UK) 

-

Oxford 
Tel no. 

I hope this is helpful. !REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 
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.Sec(AS)l211 ... ~ 'iho Of 
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16Apr93 ~'t ~~ ~~~ .. . ··~ 
Head of Sec(AS) - through __L__ .,.l. .;;IC ~ li.-~ 1·-lfti .... ·.···•. ~. · ~ ~.\t·~~~~J~ 

~~~~.1k ·_~t1 . . 16.-~~~1~,~ 
SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT - YEDt<IESDAY 31 MARCH ~ ~- { 

1 

. b If 
1. In the early hours of Wednesday 31 March an unidentified object was seen 
over several parts of the UK. Most of the sightings were in Devon and Cornwall, 
South Wales and Shropshire, although reports were received from other locations. 
We are aware of at least 30 or 40 people who witnessed something, although this 
number is growing. 

2. Aside from the fact that so many people reported seeing something 
strange, a number of other factors combine to make these sightings highly 
unusual; firstly, there is some commonality in the description of the object, 
and considerable commonality in the times of the sightings (around l.lOam). 
Secondly, none of the usual explanations for UFOs seem applicable, and thirdly, 
the reliability of the witnesses, most of whom were police officers, and some of 
whom were military and civil aviation personnel. I have attached the report 
made by a Corporal at RAF Cosford, together with three of the many other 
reports, as illustrations. 

3. As far as can be ascertained, no military aircraft of any kind were 
operating in mz airspace at the time, as confirmed by both HQ MATO at RAF 
Uxbridge, and RAF West Drayton. 

4. Sector Operations Centre (South) at RAF Neatishead have told D Air Def's 
staff that nothing was detected on Air Defence radar. London Air Traffic 
Control Centre (Military) confirmed that nothing was detected on Air Traffic 
Control radar. 

5. RAF Fylingdales told me that a Russian rocket re-entering the atmosphere 
at 12.10am would have been visible from the UK, but this time does not match the 
majority of the sightings; furthermore, the descriptions from witnesses are not 
consistent with this explanation. The Royal Observatory at Greenwich were aware 
of no meteorite showers or similar occurrences. 

6. DI55c have been consulted, but have not as yet been able to come to any 
conclusions about the sightings. 

7. Some of the reports state that the object was moving at a very high 
speed (one estimate, based on timing the object over a known distance, was of 
1100 mph), while some reported that the object hovered, moved slowly, and then 
flew off at high speed. This, together with some of the other descriptions 
given, suggests Aurora. Notwithstanding the US denials, these sightings might 
prompt renewed speculation. 

8. The UK's two main UFO groups are well aware of this wave of sightings, 
and have told me that they have received many reports themselves. At least one 
local newspaper has reported the sightings. Although we have not received any 
press enquiries yet, there is always a possibility that questions will be asked, 
and it might be difficult to maintain our ·usual line that no further action was 
being taken as the sightings had .been looked at, and were judged to be of no 
defence significance. 
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_r'" I have s oken- r-ocrs many of-uie police and military witnesses as I could 
f\~;a~!~ ~~:~l~e=~e~~~~~e: spoke to said that the '·object was unlike anything 

10. Given the abo~e, it would not seem sufficient to simply write these 
sightings off. · It seems that an unidentified object of unknown origin was 
operating in the UK Air Defence Region without being detected on radar; this 
would appear to be o! considerable defence significance, and I recommend that we 
investigate further, within MOD or with the US authorities. 

• 
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To sec (As) 2a From­
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Date 19 April-9-3 Tel 

Your r~f D/Sec(AS)l2/l our ref INC 055/93 

l. .. As requested we have completed the radar replay for Wednesday the 
31 March, transferring this information onto a video recording for 
further examination. 

2. I have attached your map on which I have now placed the radar 
heads used together with numbers which now relate to individual 
timings. Unfortunately the-.. clee-Hill-radar head was not working on 
primary radar during the recording period, therefore~ only aircraft 
w~rking Secondary Surveillance Radar can be seen. 

3. Listed below is the breakdown for each incident time you gave us 
which we have now changed to zulu time. 

1. 3023l0z 
2. 30231Sz 
3. 3023SS.z 

4. 310009! 
SA. 3,10010z 

Clee-Hill 
Clee-Hill 
Clee-Hill 

Squawk 1461/039 N/E to S/W 
Nothing seen. 
Traffic out of Bristol going north squ~wk 
4652/086 vicinity Mommoutb 2355z. Squawk 
1461/040 vicinity Bristol Filton 23472 
going S/W~ changing to 7201. 

Clee-Hill Squawk ·6416/090 northbound. 
Burrinqton 00l5z primary contacts slow vicinity of 

Launcester and Bodmin. 
5B. 
sc. 
6A. 

310010z Clee-Hill 
310010z Clee-Hill 
31001Sz Clee-Hill 

Northbound traffic on A25 squawk 2363/242. 
Nothing seen. 
Squawk 4651/110 from the north through 
Salisbury Plain area towards Southampton. 
Squawk 2363/239 north on A25 and squawk 6B. 

·Pease Pottage 
310015z Clee-Hill 

7. 310020z 

8. N/K 
9. 3101402 

6416/090 lSnm east of Shawbury northbound. 
Burrington Intermittent slow primary contacts close to 

the radar head moving N/E towards Chivenor, 
another to south manoeuvring. East of the 
rada:t: head primary contact slow headin<; east. 
Np times given. 

Clee-Hill Squawk 2304/200 descending on A2S. At 0146z 
overhead Shawhury squawk 5231/203 southbound: 

5. Unfortunately I would say there was nothinq unusual seen on the 
radar recordings, I will hold the master tapes and video recordings 
until we hear from you. Should you require any further assistance 
please call we are only to happy to help. 

Rank wo Name gnature 

2.00"39tld ~·I S I tJ I--lOCI =l 6£:L 86, ~dtl 61 
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cretariat(Air St_af£)2. Room 8245, 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Mairi Buifding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 

Telephone - (Direct Dialling) 
-(Switchboard) 

(Fax) 

071-21-8 2140 
071-21-89000 
071-21-8 

Your reference 

Our reference 
D/Sec(AS)12/3 

fl21eApril 1993 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your Interim Report on the wave of UFO 
sightings that occurred in the early hours of Vednesday 31 March. 

I have attache(i a copy of a map that I have produced, setting out the locations 
of sight,ings, together with a time and heading, if known. I have included the 
sightings desct:ibed in your report (some of which we already })ad details of), 
together with some other reports that you may not have heard about. Our policy 
of witness confidentiality means that I am unable to give out names and 
addresses, but the following locations correspond to the crosses on the map~ -

Peni~t·?ne, S X9rks. 
Bra(iw(ly, s . xo~ks. 
Cos ford, staffs . 
Ruge~ey 1 Staffs~. 
Shawbury, Salop. 
Grateley, Ha.nts. 

· Merthyr TydJi.J, Mid Glamorgan. 
Haverfordwe.~ .t '; Oyfed. 
Ct:ymyc\:1, : Dy$e.c:k , · .. ·. 
ar-isto1,. ·. A*/,gti'~ ';­
Bridgewate.z:-t i ~q~e.I"Set. 
Quantock H~l~s, . Somerset. 
Bishop's Ly<le~rd, ·soinerset. 
Taunton', Som~~9~ t. 
Minehead, Som~rset. 
Braunton, tie\rcm. 
Ilfracombe, . ]Jevon. 
Plymouth, ·Devon. 

·Exeter, Devon. 
-Liskeafd, Cornwall. 
Vadebridge, Cornwall. 
St Ives, Cornwall. 

I hope this will be useful to you in your investigation; I will keep you 
informed of developments. 
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LOOSE MINUTE. _ 

D/Sec{AS)12n(JC1 06/93) 

22 April 1993 

ACAS 

!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! . 

SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT 

1. I do not normally concern you with the UFO aspect of Sec(AS)'s work but in 
the light of previous conversations we have had, you may wish to be aware of a 
recent particularly unusual incidence of UFO sightings over the UK, involving 
descriptions that match some of the reported characteristics of the so-called 
"Aurora•. 

2. The sightings took place over a period of about 3 hours early on Wednesday 
31 March. Most of them were in Devon and Cornwall, South Wales and Shropshire. 
There is a number of factors which make these sightings unusual; firstly, there is a 
good deal of commonality in the description of the object, and considerable 
commonality in the times of many of the sightings - around 1.10 am (although 
several occurred in locations some distance apart at about the same time indicating 
the possibility of more than one phenomenon); secondly, none of the usual · ' -
explanations put forward to explain UFO sightings seem applicable; and thirdly, the 
reliability of the witnesses, a good many of whotn were police officers and military 
personnel. Our latest information indicates that at least seventy people witnessed 
something, and I have attached a small selection of the reportr. 

3. My staff have made extensive efforts to find an explanation for these 
sightings, including discussions with air defence and both civil and military ATC 
authorities1 generally it has been confirmed that nothing unusual was seen, and no 
requests for clearance for any "unusual activity" have been acknowledged to have 
been received. However the ATC radar at Burrington recorded some slow moving 
contacts over North Devon at the same time as some of the sightings in that area 
were reported. Despite this coincidence West Drayton suggest these.recordings 
could be attributed to clutter. The only other main ATC radar (Ciee H,kil) which 
might have picked up contacts in the area in which sightings were reported was in 
fact not working on primary radar during the period of the sightings and therefore 
only aircraft working Secondary Surveillance Radar could be seen. Routine checks 
have advised us that there were no military aircraft operating at the time. 

4. Some of the reports state that the object was moving at a very high speed, 
while some say that it was hovering or moving very slowly. Many of the reports 
refer to the object being very large, flying low and making a low humming sound. 
My staff have spoken to a number of the military and police witnesses, many of 
whom commented that the object was unlike anything they had ever seen before; a 

------- -- --- --- ---·- - --
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Met Officer at RAF~hawbU"ry reported seeing the object projecting a narrow beam '0( · " ., 
light at the ground at a height of 400-500 feet and estimated its size at somewhere 
between a Cl30 and 8747 when it passed over his head at an estimated 4000 feet. 

5. In summary, there would seem to be some evidence on this occasion that an 
unidentified object (or objects) of unknown origin was operating over the UK. Given 
recent speculation about Aurora by both media and MPs it is surprising that so far 
this has not been taken up by the Press or, indeed, again by MPs. Frankly, I can 
see little that we can do to follow it up. If there has been some activity of US origins 
which is known to a limited circle in MOD and is not being acknowledged it is difficult 
to investigate further. I would however be interested in your views in the light of your 
earlier interest about Aurora. I attach a copy of a letter I sent to the US Embassy 
not long ago which I am assured has been disseminated to all "interested Agencies" 
in the US. 
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PS/CAS 

SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT 

Reference: D/Sec(AS)12/7(JC106/93) dated 22 Apr 93 (copy attached for PS/CAS). 

1. Thank you for your Minute at Reference which we subsequently 
discussed. 

2. In spite of the quality of the many witnesses who reported the unusual 
sightings on 31 Mar, I can add nothing to the debate. You will recall that my 
earlier interest in Aurora was prompted by a question from our AA in 
Washington seeking advice on whether the UK had any "black" programme 
or whether the earlier alleged sightings in Scotland could be attributed to the 
Vulcan display aircraft. My answer on both counts was "no". I regret that I 
cannot add anything further to the debate in the light of the events which 
took place on 31 Mar. 

ACAS 

ACASx.2023 

' .. ~· .. 

E3. 
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SE MINUTE 

D/Sec(AS)12/7 

i 
·_, 9 7 May 1993 

DIS~ 

UFO SIGHTINGS - UEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 

1. As we discussed, I have forwarded three video recordings of radar· data 
for 31 March, covering the ~ocations and times of most of the UFO sightings. 
Although there are some slow moving primary contacts in the Devon/Cornwall area 
at l.lOam local, and 1.20 am local, the Controllers at RAF Uest Drayton, 
together with GE3, did not believe that this was significant; the contacts 
appear when the data is being drawn from the Burrington radar head, which is 
apparently prone to clutter. 

2. As I also mentioned, I was contacted by a representative of the British 
UFO Research Association (BUFORA), who believed he had an explanation for the 
sightings; he told me that the sightings coincided with the decay of a Russian 
rocket; ·which had been used to launch a radio communications satellite. The 
NORAD category number is 225~6, and the international code is 1993/0BB. This 
information came from Mt-- a journalist with BBC Dublin (The BUFORA 
representative told me t~were many sightings in Eire, and that the 
Irish Government had been interested; he also said that aircraft were launched 
to investigate). 

3. I spoke to RAF Fylingdales, .who confirmed that there had been a decay,. 
estimated at 2.20am local, but with an error margin of anhour either way. This 
decay /was not mentioned during my original checks with RAF Fy lingdales ,. although 
as you will recai;L, an earlier decay was mentioned, involving a standard 
re-supp:LY' r<:)~kt;!t to the space station MIR. I now understand that this decay did 
not occufuntil 1 April. 

4. Yhilst the decay mentioned in para 2 might explain some of the high. 

~! t!~~~=~~igh ..... ~ei~;b~t e~~l:i~0~h~u!~w0;e~~! i!~~~~n~i~m It 'fai~~e 
Met Of{~~.er, at . ~frShawbu:ry • .. The spread of timings and bearings of 
sightirigs .also argues against this decay explaining al~ of them. 

· . ·.~ 



UFO OR NOT - THE NEXT STAGE 

Speak to-~gain. If the Russian rocket was visible from the areas in question at the 
time quoted, especially if it broke in two, the UFO could probably be ascribed to it. 

'~ rr· not, examine the times and places of the sightings in· more detail. See if a trajectory 
can be plotted. A quick look suggests this will not be possible, but it is worth trying. 

Look at previous sightings. See if they match the observations. 

Some of the sightings were in the Plymouth area. It is likely that some RN ships were 
at sea in the time. Did anyone report anything? 
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UFO VISITS UK? 
" ( \""" t •• -.. ·.;;.:: '• 

Reports 

In the ear1y hours of 31 March, bright lights were seen in a series of places around the 
UK. I have 13 reports, some of which derive from several witnesses, indicating at least 
30 people saw the event. 

Geographically they range from Shropshire down to Bristol, South Wales and Cornwall. 
Aside from the wide spread of locations in the west country, the reports have a number 
of similarities: 

Timings around 0110 to 0120. 
Two bright white lights 
In a set formation from each other. 
N a/little noise. 
Altitudes estimated around 1000 ft. 

The speeds varied considerably, from hovering to Mach 2 (measured by the time taken 
to cross a bay of known size). 

The observers were mostly RAP/civil police or personnel involved in aviation, making 
them reliable witnesses. 

No civil or military aircraft matched t;he reports. 

Possibilities 

RAF Fylingdales reported that a Russian rocket, a resupply vehicle for the MIR space 
station, re-entered the atmosphere at 0010, an hour earlier than most of the sighting~. 
I have checked that Fylingdales did not .rn~an OOl,OZ and the others OllOA 

Such a rocket wou}d 9~~!tt1l~ ~ iJ19Q<~jg~t~~,,~ ~gJ¥~ ~~~fisfaUing from it. I have 
asked DISO to investig~t~ the likely tfB.j ·· · ·.•' : :e· ·•· • ~ r2#K~tt~jdetermine whether it is 
likely to h~ve been yisible~t the gireB ·•t' .....•. ,,~~~~s .. ,If.th~ rocket came down to 
Earth and bro~t} itltQ ~o, it :nlight expl~:tj·, ~jjg'ljtirtg pf a p~ .of objects with vapour 
trails passing through the sky~ 

The 
suggest an object 
edges with a. n~mber of .. sJ •rtu.1~ter 
something like a vapour 

.coJit}C;tea togt}tht;raseries of reports which 
veT)l.brig'Jlrlight sources at its outer 

~ Sir#i;~!~'liti~rits 11lflin body. It left a tail-of light, 
.up.'i 

The number of people who apparently sa\\'. the. ~bject(s), pafticularly with mostqftllem 
being police, suggests that there was S()m~!J't#lg there and 1batit is not simply a hoax, 
despite being a day short of April Fools' Day. 

Some of the witnesses. quoted dimensions ay_d altitudes. ~9W ~9,you estimate the height 
of a light of unknown size at night, with nothing with wllicltto compare it? Also, the 
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estimates are not necessarily independent. For example, Sgt~stimated an 
altitude of 1000 ft._Howevet, he filed his report after interviewing another witness who". ' • · · ~, , 

also gave that figure. 

An aircraft (or whatever) travelling at, say, Mach 2 could not cover such a wide area in 
such a short time~- Either the object was much higher in the sky, such that all observers 
could see it at the same time, or it somehow travels much faster than that. 

Conclusions 

The observers saw the same object, or a series of similar ones, at the same time. 

The Russian rocket is a definite possibility, although it could not explain all the claims. 
-should be able to confirm one way or the other. 

If the claims as worded are true, something penetrated UK airspace \v'ithom uuJ radars 
seeing it. It then visited several places of military interest at very high speed and then 
departed. 

A comparison with previous events might provide more data. 



. ) 
l 

~ 
tr 

!REDACTED -ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

COSFORD 
'>·· .. ( tj . • t .~ ' '-.. ·.jl:..~ ';!:\. 

0115. 2 bright lights, constant in size and in relation to ·each other. Altitude 1000 ft. 
Circular in shape;-creamy white. Moving fast SE. No noise. 

-
0125. Also seen by Rugeley. 900-1000 ft altitude. 200m in diameter. 
Humming noise as it passed over him .. 

SHAWBURY 

-
0250. Lights of same description, heading south. Two lights, moving erratically at 
·ttundreds of miles an hour, unlike any aircraft. 

BRISTOL 

0055. Lights seen there. Initially assumed to be meteorites. Also seen by other airport 
staff. 

DYFDD 

0110. Two bright lights in parallel, one slightly be:bindthe other. No sound. Mayked 
vapour trail but not very long. Covered horizon in 2 1llinutes. 

BRAUNTON,DEVON 

0120. Three large, very bright lights. Seemed to land in sand dunes. 

LISKEARD, DEVON 

0110. 2/3, star-shaped lights with vapour trail. Also seen by other police officers in 
Devon/Cornwall. 
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MERTHYR TYDFIL 

0110. Two bright, circular lights with trails. Overhead, moving north, 100-200 m altitude. 

Similar reports from 

Greatly Hampshire 0115 
East Harptree, Bristol 0010 
Haverford West, Pembrokeshire 0015 
Wadebridge, Devon 2210 
Bridgewater, Devon 0115 
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OfflcMI commuf:riutJons to,. .Mressed:- •Offictw iir chiifii,• (llddreU a btllt?wl 
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STAFFO .POLICE .. - ~ . : .. . . 

e 'ephone: Pollee Station 
. WOIVerttampton R~ad, 

Caonoc~ ~ · . .. . · ··"""'~ . 
Our Ref. CAN/ JC/SAT Staffs. 

Your Ref. 
WS111AW 

REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

Department of Trade and Industry, 
National Air Traffic Control Services, 
1 Victoria Street, 
London SWlH OET 

Dear Sirs, 

7th May, 1993 

I attach hereto copy reports received from my officers in connection 
with alleged sightings of unidentified flying objects. 

Yours faithfully, 

~~0 "~ 
The person dealing~ thla _~Ponctence Is: 

·· .. . 
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FROM: 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

---------

Staffordshire Police 
(F.EDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ -' . 

P.C. 

SUPT. 

U.F.O. REPORT 

'{our ~41ference: 

Our Reference: 

STATION: RUGELEY -

DATE: 31.3.93 

With reference to the attached report by P.C. 

I ' r · ~· ·· • .•r :::•' ' .... ~,:.:C<': 

concerning a U.F.O. being sighted in the Brereto.n Area of 
Rugeley, more information has been received by myself from 
a Cpl-f the Military Police at R.A.F. Cosford. 

Cpllllllhas informed me that from enqu~r~es he has made 
he has further si~· s of the _U.F.O. in Bristol at 
0100 hours by an at"Bristol Airport, at 
Ternhill Barracks at ours by two guards on duty 
there and at R.A.F. ·stafford where two guards also saw 
it travelling at a speed of approximately '400 knots' 
on a very low flight path. 

Cpllllllfalso info that he has liaised with R.A.F. 
Shrewsbury, at who informed him that he had seen 
a U.F.O. in t travelling at high speed but riding 
erratically at different -attitudes. He obs-erved it for 
approx. 15 minutes until it went off at speed (400 knots) 
in a southern direction. 

Enquiries have been made with all aviation centres and 
there was no activity in the area at all by any military 
or civil aeroplanes. 

All the above information has been recorded at R.A.F. Cosford 
and a separate report has been compiled by Cpl......., 

If any more information is required it can~ 
~lice at R.A.F. Cosford Tel ................ 



/ 

n 
. "' :· 

, -:;_ 

FROM: 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

1. 

.. -~ . 

Staffordshire Police =o~-c - · - ---- · 

\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT] Your Reference: 

Our Reference: 

P.C. 

SUPER:ffiTENDENT 

· :·. STA~ION: RUGELEY 

DATE: 31st March, 1993 

REPORT OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

At Ol49 _ hours~ 31st March, 1993 a Mr . ._. 
--of~· Brereton, Rugeley, reported 
~y Police Station that he had sighted a U.F.O. 
in the Brereton area. The informant was visited ·and 
the following details were obtained: · 

A TIME - 0109 hrs 
DATE - 31.3.93 
DURATION OF SIGHTING - Approx. 1 minute 

B DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT 

Shape - Oval 
Size - Approximately 150 metres in length 
Colour -Shin~. Unable to state colour. 
Brightness - The object .had lights at each end which 
were cream and very br-ight 
Sound - Loud humming noise. 

C EXACT POSITION OBSERVED 

The informant sighted the object whilst stood in the 
garden of his home address. 

D HOW OBSERVED 

Naked eye 

E DIRECTION IN WHICH OBJECT WAS FIRST SEEN 

The informant saw the object over the Stile Cop area 
of Cannock Chase. 

F ANGLE OF SIGHT 

Approximately 45 degrees 

G DISTANCE 

Approximately t of a mile 

H MOVEMENTS 

Moved away into the distance slowly 

J METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS 

·Dry and . Clear< 
• _·.:i. ·-. 

- . -
· •· .. :.: ... .,.. ~:.',_· .: :_ r 

\. . 
'-
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K NEARBY OBJECTS 

Housing and industrial estate 

L T& WHOM REPORTED 

R.A.F. Cosford and Rugeley Police Station 

N ANY BACKGROUND ON THE INFORMANT THAT MAY BE VOLUNTEERED 

It is not thought that the informant has ever made any 
previous reports of a similar nature in the past. 

0 OTHER WITNESSES 

P DATE AND TIME OF RECEIPT OF REPORT 

0149 hours 31.3.93 

Q IS A REPLY REQUESTED 

Yes 

In accordance with Force Standing Order E4 1:1 I would 
ask that this report be forwarded to: 

Department of Trade and-Industry; 
National Air Traffic Control Services, 
1 Victoria Street, 
London SWlH OET. 

- 2 -

Superintendent 

(1) This report, together with the report from P.C.JIIIII 

13.4.93 

, dated 31st March, 1993, is forwarded for your 
information and subsequent transmission to the Department 
of Trade and Industry at the above address. 

Inspector 



2 
Slleet No. .............. ....... . DOCUMENT . 
. REDACTED ON ORIGINAL . . . _ · 

Form No. 65A 

-3-

Chief Supe~intendent 

1. I ,;iouid ask that a copy of this report be forwarded as outlined 

26 April 

PAB. 

1. 

in Minute 1 (2) above. 

Ch 

4 

k • . 

This type of report need not be referred to 
Headquarters and may be forwarded direct to the 
Departme~t of Trade and Industry • 

.. . •· 

5th May, 1993. 

Q 
z 

I 
I , ~· ;' 
I .· ! .- ... 

.. ·" ~ - ·~ . . -
· ;-· 
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-~ 
.E MINUTE ~ y ,r 
D/Sec(AS)12/7 JV - .~.~0 

7 Hay 1993 ')~ ~ 
~~ DI55c 

UFO SIGHTINGS - ~TEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 

A5 ~j...._ wdl ;u 1 ~vt M;tJ. ).;.vi(_ 

{.liLA e xfl~iv\, r· tit•V!( - fo•J (t-lff'-''_,(1 

n..A: Jl - 1 b'.1. re.wwf: iJ~ ~·f17s . 
l-;1-~ · '\> ', ., . .. ~ ...... < ":."·'~·~ 

{JT)§c w;l{ fAA/V\1 IZvs tv( · ~ 

~\-- \J.~( · 
1. As we discussed, I have forwarded three v1oeo recordings of radar data 
for 31 March, covering the ~ocations and times of most of the UFO sightings. 
Alth(}ugh there are some slow moving primary contacts in the Devon/Cornwall ar€a 
at 1.10am local, and 1.20 am local, the Controllers at RAF West Drayton, 
together with GE3, did not believe that this was significant; the contacts 
appear when the data is being drawn from the Burrington radar head, which is 
apparently prone to clutter. 

2. As I also mentioned, I was contacted by a representative of the British 
UFO Research Association (BUFORA), who believed he had an explanation for the 
sightings; he told me that the sightings coincided with the decay of a Russian 
rocket, which had been used to launch a radio communications satellite. The 
NORAD category number i d the international code is 1993/0SB. This 
information came from a journalist with BBC Dublin (The BUFORA 
representative told me that there were many sightings in Eire, and that the 
Irish Government had been interested; he also s~id that aircraft were launched 
to investigate). 

3. I spoke to RAF Fylingdales, who confirmed that there had been a decay, 
estimated at 2.20am local, but with an error margin of an hour either way. This 
decay was not mentioned during my original checks with RAF Fylingdales, although 
as you will recall, an earlier decay was mentioned, involving a standard 
re-supply, rocket to the space station MIR. I now understand that this decay did 
not occur until 1 April. 

4. Whilst the decay mentioned in para 2 might explain some of the high 
altitude si~does not explain the low level sightings. It also fails 
to explain___..., s report of a low hum, or the report from - the _ 
Met Officer at RAF Shawbury. The spread of timings and bearings of the 
sightings also argues against this decay explaining all of them. 

Sec(AS)2a 
MB8245 82140MB 
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D/DI55/108/15/3-

19 May 1993 

[REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT[ 

31 MARCH 93 INCIDENT - SUMMARY 

1. In the early hours of 31 Mar 93 an aerial incident occured 
over much of the ~· The incident has not yey been investigated 
and the following summarizes the incident. 

2. Visible Phenomena. Generally reported as twin (some reports 
tr;iple) whitejcramy lights, circular in shape with no beam. 
Lights moved parallel to each other and were about 450 ft apart 
(estimates vary). Several reports indicated that there was a 
structure between the lights. Some reports indicate that a 
gold/silver tail was present sometimes with a red glow. some 
reports indicated a trail. 

3. Audible Phenomena. Described as either quiet or "a low 
hum". 

4. Locations. See attached map. 

5. Witnesses. Many, including civil and military police. 

6. Speed. From hovering to Mach 2 (calculated by witness by 
time taken to cross bay of given size). 

7. Altitude. Around 1000 feet. 

B. other Information. 

a. Radar tapes held by 55" 

b. A MIR resupply vehicle re-entered the atmosphere an 
hour before the incident started. 

Enclosure: 

1. Locations of Sightings. 

I 
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~ 
Room 8245 
MOD Main Building 
Whithall · 
London SWlA 2HB 

Dear Mr--

Tel: 

14th March 1993 

Firstly, thankyou for your help when I rang you last week re: 
the sighting of an unknown object on Wednesday 31st March '93 
over Wales and the Westcountry. 

. 
As requested I am enclosing a copy of my hastily prepared 
Interim Report concerning this event. It will obviously take 
some time to collate all the information I receive, but once 
this is completed I will let you have a copy of my final 
report. · 

I understood from our conversation, that you have also received 
some reports of this event and would appreciate anything you 
can tell me concerning this. I have no idea at present what 
flew over this area on the night in question, all I do know is 
that it was very big, was shaped something like a 'Catamaran' 
and was completely silent! 

Once again many thanks for your help. 

Kind regards 



. . ~ ·-~- ~~~~~--
:_. · :::~ ~~~ - ";·~·:' ~~.: _ ~-~£-~~:· -;: 

Tel: 
INTERIM REPORT 

Case No 933 

Case Name - 'Westcountry I Wales Sightings - 31st March 1993' 

Introduction 

At 2.20am on the morning of 31st March 1993, I received phone 

call from Sgt f the Devon & Cornwall Police Force 
informing me that at !.lOam he had observed 2 very bright white 

objects hovering at approximately 2,000' north of his position, 
S.E. of Liskeard on the A38. He had been notified of the 

objects presence in the area, by two other Police Officers, 

P.Cs and Thes~ ~fficers were travelling 
out of Liskeard in a north westerly direction and had 

themselves observed the two objects approaching from the N.E. 
Sgt atched the objects for a few seconds before they 

ascend fairly quickly and moved S.E. in an arc to a 

height of about 10,000' towards Torpoint, Plymouth, Devon. 

Following this report, I contacted the Police Control 
Headquarters at Exeter 1 Devon and was informed by an officer on 
duty that they had received a number of similar reports from 

other Police Officers in Ilracombe, Plymouth and East Devon. 
They also mentioned a report from the South Wales Gwent Police. 
Acting on this inform~tion, I telephoned the police station at 
Ilfracombe, (Nth Devon) and spoke to a Sgt who 
informed me that at approximately l.lOam whilst driving down 

into Lynton, with another officer(P.C~ they saw two 
/2 



\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ . 

{2) -very large_ bright white lights approaching from the north, 

across the Bristol Channel. He estimated their height to be 

about 2,000'. A~ the lights passed ov~rhead, both officers 

discer~ed a structure between the lights and estimated that an 

object some soo• wide with lights 0~ either side had passed 

over their heads at low altitude! They s~bsequently logged a 

reJ:>ort of this eve{\t with their headquarters. 

After this call, I contacted the Plymouth police and was 

informed that they had receiv~d a call, about 1.10aru, fro~ a 

5entleman who reported seeing two very bright lights, flying 
fairly high over Stoke {Plymouth) and proceeding in a 

S.Easterly direction. Because of the time of night and the 
improbability of what the person was reporting, this report was 

not officially logged. 

Later in the day, I contacted the. police at Me~thyr Tydfil 
(South Wales) and afte~ some delay obtained the names of two 
police officers stationed at Treharris Police Station who had 
also reported seeing two very bright white objects/lights 
flyil)g across South \-lales and heading across the Bristol 
Channel. Their report was also timed at about l.lOam. 

That evening I contacted the Exeter Police and was given the 
names of three police officers who had earlier reported a 

sighting. These proved to be a Sgt .PC-and PC 
All three officers had been on duty in Paul 

Street, Exeter, when they ob~erved two very bright objects 
flying parallel to each other and on an Easterly course over 
the city. 

/3 
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~Thursday _1st- April 1993, I :!!e~ve~ a call. from~- - .,,~·­
at the British UFO Research Assoc1at1ons Off1ce, g1v1ng me the 

name, address and telephone number of ~rs 

from Pentregalar, Dyfed, who had also seen the two very bright 

lights in fligh~ across d.W.Wales at 1.10am on Wednesday 31st 

Narch 1993. 

At t his point, I now had some seven or eight reports, mostly 

police officers, who had all observed two very bright white 

li6hts or objects, travelling across tile ni&ht sky fcom 

approximately N.W to S.E. in complete silence and trailing some 

form of illuminated vapour trail behind them I it! What was 

noticeable about these sightings, was that all the persons I 

spoke too had great difficulty in describing the 'trails' and 

used the term vapour as a simply means of doing so. What was 

also noted was the fact that whatever it was that was trailing 

behind the objects, it was 'illumipated' or 'lit up' by some 

means or other. One person describ~d them as 'like car head 

light beams shining backwards, another thought they looked like 

long thin fluorescent light tupes! 

Because of the extraordinary similarity between the reports, it 

was obvious to me that at approximately 1.10am on the morning 

of the 31st March 1993, an object of enormous size had crossed 

N.W.Wales, S.Wales, N.Devon, Cornwall and £. Devon. During its 

flight it had descended from a gceat height over N.W.Wales to 

about 2,000' above the Bristol Channel and hovered at the same 

height north of Liskeard. fro~ there it ascended to 

approximately 10,000' over Plymouth and subsequently E. Devon. 

from here I felt sure it must have travelled furthec east or 

south easterly and decided therefore to try and obtain some 

additional sightings by use of the local press. I contacted the 

Taunton Gazette and Horiiton News, both weekly papers and gave 

them some details of the events of Wednesday 31st. 

/4 

----------~ 



\REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 

• 

(4) 

avoided giving the time of the sightings and a full 

description of what -had been seen. 
-

These reports were published ~n rriday 2April 1993 and by mid 

afternoon on that day my phone was ringing continuously. Hy 

callers were ma~nly from the Taunton, Minehead area and 
interestingly gave me a good picture of the objects journey 

over Somerset and on.to the Dorset border. Again most of the 

ref)'octs were of two very bright white lights, flying parallel 

to each other and at a constant speed. The rear light source 

was again mentioned in all the reports alld as b~foce the 

callers had difficultly in describing this. The length of the 

_trailing light varied from caller to caller and was anything 

from 100' to lOOyds depending on the callers angle of sighting. 
Most of these sightings were timed between 1.10am and 1.17am, 

which indicated a l.lOam to l.lSam sighting, some five minutes 
later than the Welsh, Cornwall sightings. 

In addition to the l.lOam- l.lSam .sightings, I also received 

two re~orts concerning a large object carrying two very bright 

outward light sources. This object was seen at 2am over the 

River £arrot, Nr Bridgewater, flying very low, about 800', by 
some local fishermen known as 'Elvers'. Elvers being young 
eels. Both reports concerned a number of fishermen, but were 

initially made by two of them, Hr and of 
Bridgewater, Somerset. One of the sightecs, 

described the object as looking like a very large 'Catamaran'. 

It had two long ski like sections underneath which appeared to 
be joined by a centre structu~e about 400' to 500' apart! From 
the rear they described a long beam like light source, 
something like a cars headlights dimmed. 

/5 
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~n all the xepe-rts .ceceived, there was no mention of any noise 
. "-" f ~ ~ J-#-4;,., >-:.4,:o./-~ 

being associated~ith the lights I object, in fact the reverse -
appears to be the case, i.e. ~omplete silence! 

Whilst collating all these reports, I also received some 

reports concerning bright lights flying in formation aud 

hovering over Bridgewater and Bishops Lydiard between 9pm and 

10~m on the evening of 30th March 1993. I also received one 

report, again from a police officer, who was off duty and with 

some Scouts up on the Quantock Hills at about 9pm on the 30th. 

He reports seeing a large object flying in from the north, 

fairly low and said it resembled 'two concord aircraft fixed 

together' and covered in a number of white bright lights. 
Obviously this could not have been two 'Concords' but its not a 

bad description in comparison with the 'Elvers' description at 
2am i.e. a large 'Catamaran'. 

Since these reports I have received three more, only these have 
come from St Ives, Cornwall. again two very bright lights are 
reported flying parallel to ea~h other and very hi6h in the 
sky. This is some twenty minutes later than the earlier 

sightings on the 31st and indicates that the objects or objects 
were seen over the West Country and Wales, on at least three 

separate occasions i.e. 1.10am, 1.30am and 2am. 

From the general description given, it would appear that the 

object seen was about 500' in width, carrying two very bright 

light sources at its outer edges with a number of smaller 
lights surrounding its main body. It left a tail of light, 
something like a vapour trail, only illu~inated or lit up. 

.... . .. .. :. ... ".a:-··-

,_ 
--.--.4~w-or..~·....-:--·· 
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At this poirf~ in the investigation, Sunday 11th April 1993,,, .J .. ·_p,,., ..,.,.,,,, . 

have now desp~tched 33 report forms to all the. 1 sighters 1 and· 

once returned will hopefully be able to plot at least the 

1.10im flight path of the object and provide a better 

description of .its form, structure and performance. I will also 

have a better picture of the 1~30am St Ives, Cornwall and 2am 

Bridgewater, Somerset events. 

As a matter of interest, two of my reports concerned the 

presence of two 'Jet fi&hters' flying in from the East. one 

behind the other, and across Devon at 1.30am on the 31st. One 

report came from a retired airline pilot living in East Devon 

who gave the altitude of the jets as 20,000' and their speed as 

l,SOOmph. He also said they were in a hurry and had their 

'after burners' on! This report was later corroborated by a 

second report from a gentlemen living in Wellington, Somerset. 

Hy efforts to confirm the presen~~ of these aircraft with SEC 
(AS) 2A at the MOO (AIR) was not successful. from their records 

no military aircraft were airborne at this time over Devon and 

are therefore unknown to anyboay at this time! 

I also received two reports of three military type helicopters 

flying in a radius of Bridgewater between 1.30am and 2am on the 

31st. Both reporters are adamant that the helicopters were 

military - probably 'Sea Kings'? but a6ain t•lOD (AIR) were 

unable to confirm their presence in the area. Hy information is 

that these Helicopters were on a search operation of some kind 

or another and that at one stage 'red flares' were seen due 

south of Bridgewater. 

13th April 1993 

,.:.:;· ~~:-+.\~~~~~.:~ .. ; 
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 8245, 

Honiton 
Devon 

~~R-E-DA_C_T_E_D_O_N----=-o=-Rc--:IG:-:-:1 Nc-:--A:-:-L---:D=--=o=--=c;;;:-:U~M--:-:E~N-;::;::!TI 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 

Teleph?ne __ _ (D_i rect Dialling) 071-21-8 2140 
(Switchboard) 071-21-89000 
((;_ax) 071-21-8 

Your reference 

Our reference 
D/Sec(AS)12/3 

flt1eApril 1993 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your Interim Report on the wave of UFO 
sightings that occurred in the early hours of Yednesday 31 March. 

I have attached a copy of a map that I have produced, setting out the locations 
of sightings, together with a time and heading, if known. I have included the 
sightings described in your report (some of which we already had details of), 
together with some other reports that you may not have heard about. Our policy 
of witness confidentiality means that I am unable to give out names and 
addresses, but the following locations correspond to the crosses on the map: 

Penistone, S Yorks. 
Bradway, S Yorks . 
Cos ford, Staffs. 
Rugeley, Staffs. 
Shawbury, Salop. 
Grateley, Hants. 

· Merthyr Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan. 
Haverfordwest, Dyfed. 
Crymych, Dyfed. 
Bristol, Avon. 
Bridgewater, Somerset. 
Quantock Hills, Somerset. 
Bishop's Lydeard, Somerset. 
Taunton, Somerset. 
Minehead, Somerset. 
Braunton, Devon. 
Ilfracombe, Devon. 
Plymouth, Devon. 

·Exeter, Devon. 
~iskeard, Cornwall. 
Yadebridge, Cornwall. 
St Ives, Cornwall. 

I hope this will be useful to you in your investigation; I will keep you 
informed of developments. 

- - - - -- - - - -- - - ----

Recycled Paper 

------- -
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Ref: Case No 933 

r Staff) 2a Room 8245 
Ministry Of Defence 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
London SWlA 2HB 

Dear-

26th May 1993 

Firstly, many thanks for your help over the last few weeks, it 
really has been appreciated. 

Just a quick update on the events of 30th/31st March 1993 re: 
the sightings here in the Westcountry. 
It is almost certain that the majority of the 1.10am sightings 
were in fact the re-entry of a Russian second stage rocket that 
had put a Cosmos Radio Satellite (2238) into orbit sometime 
before midnight. 
What we don't know is what the object or objects seen at 1.30am 
over St Ives, Cornwall and 2.00am over Bridgewater, Somerset 
and indeed the hovering object(s) seen over Nth Devon between 
8.00pm and ll.OOpm on the 30th! 
From ~he evidence to da~e, something was most definitely 
haunting the sky over Nth Devon on the evening of the 30th and 
I have substantiated reports confirming this. 

The 2.00am Bridgewater sighting also appears to be genuine and 
• 

I can see no reason to doubt it. 
/2 
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Then there is t -h_e collection of sightings you kipdly gave me 
covering Avon, Shropshire and -South Yorkshire up to 2•40am on 
the 31s-t - it certainly was a busy night ·for something. 

At the moment I am busy putting together a 16 page report on 
these events and once completed will despatch it to the 
appropriate authorities - you will of course receive a copy. 

However, before finalising this report, I wondered if you had 
been able to obtain any information re: the two fighter 
aircraft seen over Devon at 1.30am on the 31st or the 3 
helicopters seen over and around Bridgewater at 1.30am also on 
the 31st. 
Could I please ask if you could once again check your records 
and ascertain, if possible, what they were doing! I realise 
this may be difficult, but I do hori~stly believe that they have 
a bearing on this case. 

Once again, many thanks for your help to date and do hope I,m 
not causing you any undue trouble or inconvenience. 

Kind regards 

\:\...t_ 

-----
\. 



From: Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 8245, 

!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Marn Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 

Telephone (Direct Dialling) 
~ · (Switchboard) 

_ <Eax) . ., 

071·21·8 2140 
071-21-89000 
071-21·8 

Your reference 

Our reference 
D/Sec(AS)12/3 

Rft11ay 199 3 

Thank you for your letter dated 26 May. 

I am afraid that I can offer very little with regard to tracking down the 
fighter aircraft and helicopters seen on 31 March; when you first mentioned this 
to me, I attempted to track down any milit~ry aircraft that might have been 
operating at the times and locations specified, but found no evidence of any 
such activity. I should add that it is unusual for military aircraft to be 
operating as late as 1.30am. 

I will await your final report with interest - personally I agree that while the 
decay of Cosmos 2238 might explain the high level 1.10am sightings, it would not 
explain the other sightings on the night in question. 

f3 ~ 
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26th May 1993 

21 Room 8245 

Dear ' 
Than · 
26th 

your letter received today in reply to mine of the 
t. 

As promi$~d please find enclosed a copy of my report re: the 
·events Qf the night 30th/31st March 1993. As is usual with 
thes~ types of cases once the event has passed th~:r;e is Jlp·t 
much. [!lOr~ we can do \vi th it. Our only hope is that ,~o!il.~t;.h.~Jig 
else (!light. pop out of the woodwork at a later date to thtow 
some light on it. 

The-re appears to have ·been a lot of ufo activity over the last> 
few months. particularly in the Gwent area of South Wales. __ Son(e 
of the sightings are very similar to theeve:nts _in thcit area in 
198() a .ll4 1982 which \-Jere in themselves <11.1--~te extraordipary -
but· again once reported upon what else can; we do. One day 
perh~ps we shall have a landing or some tangible evidence of 
what these 'things' are and more importan~ly ... what their 
doing! 

I hope you find the report of some interest and if you haVe any 
ideas or theories on this event please let me know. 

Once- ~~ agg). _in many thanks for your help and look for\vard to 
spea~g to you again. 

Kind regards 
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20th May 1?93 
INVESTIGATION REPORT ' 

CASE NO 933 'The Wales and Westcountry Sightings' 
30th I 31st March 1993 

. ce ec · 
.=c.- · . .,_ .. ,.... •. _ . .,..oc'iaf:ibW . .. , 

for BBC ·Radio 4, bas · 
the Devon & C6rnwall Po ice Force ~nd numerous 

members of the British publi'c - living in Wales ·, Cornwall, Devon 
and Somerset. 

Introduct.:i.6n : 
On Wednesday th~ 31st March 1993, at approx 2.20am, I received 
a telephon~· ~all from. Sgt of the Devon & Cornwall 

Police Force. He is stati6ned at Bodmin, Cornwall and was / 
reporting . .;1·~ ·-· incident th~t h~d occurred at !.lOam that morning 

whilst on duty n~ar· Lis~eard • .. Brlefiy he reported that at 

l.lOam, wh:ils~ qriying towa-r_sls Dobwalls on the A38, he noticed 
2 ver.y brJgh'i,' lights of o[>j.gcts hovering at about 2, 000' above 

the N.W. Hor·izon. Knowing the night sky fairly well he 

immediately reCl.lised that 'they' were not stars and did not 

conform to . (3_ny known aircraft or their navigation lights. 

At this point he stopped his patrol car and got out. he watched 

the objects for a few seconds and was amazed to see them 

sudden~ start to ascend at a fairly fast rate of knots. 

/2 

\ 

\ 



(. jREDACTEO ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENTj 

(2) 

They seemed to move in an arc over his position and disappeared 

to the south. At their highest point, about *10,000' 2 vapour 

like trails appeared behind each ObJect ~ and they appeared to 

be self luminous. * This height is based on information 

obtained from the control tower at Exeter Airport later that 

day. 
At the end of his report, 

I 
nformed me that several 

other police officers had made similar reports to their 

operations room ~t Exeter. 

Shortly after this call, I contacted the Ops. Room at Exeter 

and was told that they had received a number of reports, all 
l 

from police officers on duty within the counties of Cornwall 

and Devo_n. They also said that 2 other officers . of ~he Gwent 
~ . . 

Police Force, had--also logged a. similar report.. 

In total I was given the names and contact add~esses of 11 

officers~ In addition I was informed that 2 other officers who 

wer~ on a special surveillance operation somewhere in East 

Devon,had als<> reported something very simila, t,'~ qn_~ortunately, 

I was unable to obtain these officers names arid c_an do no more. 

tha.n note their sighting,; • . 
During that day, I managed to contact (by phone) all the 

officers concerned and after taking details of their sightings 

and with their permission despatched each a CQpy of our UFO 
report f6rms f~r completion~ ~nd return. 

* Strangely, to date I have only received back 3 completed sets 

of forms and what is even more puzzling, is the fact that all 

of these have been from police sergeants ... ~ from police 

constables! Whether there is a particular reason for this 

remains to be seen, but it does seem a bit odd to say the 

least. 

/3 
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From the original phone reports and the returned report forms a 

fairly comprehensive picture of the nights events soon became 

apparent. 
*~,At appendix 'A' tb this report is a summary of these repor'ts, 

coupled with others received from members of the public during 

the course of the investigation. 

What emerged from these reports,( with the exception of Sgt 

(Liskeard) and Sgttiiiiiiii'(Lynton) was that they all 

virtually told the same story - this is as follows: 

The time is 1.10am on the 31st March 1993, and a number of 

police officers on duty within Devon & Cornwall, observed 2 

very bright white J .. Jghts or objects, traversing the sky from 

the N.W. to the S.E .. ~ and at a high altitude. All report seeing 

some sort of vapour trails behind and staying with the objects. 

Most had problems in describing these 'trails' but most thought 

they were self luminous or lit by some light source from the 

objects. What i~ .. ser~ain is that they were not the _us~al vapour 
tfails associated ~ith high flying conventional aircraft; Most. 

reported the objects as fairly fast - somewhat faster than a 

Jet aircraft. In addi~ion all reported that the objects were // 

completely silent. 

As stated earlier fill the reports are very similar, given due 
Jf - - -__ ·-··--._-- -- -· : _-_ -_-_ --··- - - - - ~· -

regard to these officers knowledge or otherwise of the night 

sky and their abiliti.es to judge the height or speed of objects 

traversing it. This is not doubting these officers truthfulness 

or their observation powers, but I do think it's a case of 

'horses for courses'. Objects in the night sky, as we all know, 

can be very deceptive and this is particular so when uncommon 

phenomenon such as decaying space hardware is concerned. 

/4 
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Most of these reports (if not all!) were, I have reason to 

believe, their observations of a Russian 2nd stage launch 

vehicle of the Tsyklon class, which had previously (about 

midnight) put into orbit a Cosmos 2238 Satellite. Its return to 

earth had occurred at approx 1.05am and was first seen over 
t 

Innis, Ireland at that time. From its orpital direc~ion of 65 

degrees it would have traversed the sky at a height of between 

80kms and lOOkms in a S.E. direction. If it did cross Innis at 

l.OSam and I have reliable evidence to support this, then it 

would have crossed Lands End shortly after - approx l.lOam. 

Given the officers locations in Cornwall & Devon, it .is I 

believe reasonable to assume that what they saw was the re­

entty .of this spac~ ~ehicle. However, at this time a ~inal 

conclusion cannot be given, until receipt of a report fr6m a 

-investigation team in Ireland, which will hopefully 

confirm the spent rockets course over Innis. 

the problem of the reports from Sgt 

they tell a different story! 

P.C.-, were approaching tjre 

the toast town of Lynton, Nth Devon, at l.lOam. Their direction 

of· travel was due nor~·h and as they neared the town t.hey 

noticed 2 very bright lights approaching from the north across 

the Bristol Channel. Stoppin'g their patrol car they watched as 

the lights drew neater to them. The lights or object(s) passed 

to the west going in a S.Easterly direction. As it I they 

passed over, they noticed a third light, much smaller than the 

other two and positioned somewhere between them. Sgt· 

states - that as it passed silently by, he got the impression 

that the lights were attached to a very large object, but could 

not make out any shape of other details. As it went away from 

from them, both officers saw two white vapour like trails 
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behind each light. They describad these trails as 'self 

luminous' but not the same as normal aircraft vapour - more 

li.ke beams of light! They estimated the elevation of the 

objects to be 40 degrees to the horizon at a distance of 

between 1,000' and 2,000'. 
' 

"'" ,.-...........,_ ... -

This is obviously at variance to the other reports, but would 

seem to substantiate Sgt report who was at the same 

time S.W. of their position ahd saw the objects in a stationary 

mode N.W. of hid position. this suggests that both the Sgts 

sighting are in many respects different to the others and 

indicate that their objects were ~xtremely low and appeared to 

have the ability to stop and hover! 

I person<Hly have no doubts about th~ir ~ightings, because, as 

whereas some people may have difficulty ip jt.Jdging objects at 

great height, I hardly think these officers could be mistaken 

in their judgements - 2,000' is one thing, but anywhere between 

10,000' atid 80kms is another. It is there~ore rny considered 
' . . ~ . 

opinion that these two sightings sighiings afe of different to 

that of the re-entiy rocket and may be associated with certain 
'i 

other eve_nts- that toolC place later in the morning, at 2. OOam / 

and indeed the previous evening between 8.00pm and ll.OOpm over 
Nth devon~, 

A 

Most of these reports were received following the publication 

of some news articles in two local papers. (Honiton News & 
Somerset Gazette) The articles did not specify the type of 

objects seen .or the time. As a result I r .eceived a large number 

of phone calls from members of the public anq another police 

officer, this time from Somerset. After evaluating these 

reports and filing away those which I considered were not 

relevant to this case, it became apparent that in addition to 

the 'initial !.lOam police reports, there were a number which 

were very similar and did therefore have some association. 
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In an effort to give these events some clarity - they have been 

separated into groups with each group being given its own 

heading, they are as follows:-

Event 

'A' 

I B I 

I c I 

I D I 

IE I 

IF I 

Place Date 

Innis, Ireland 31/3/93 

* Wales, Cornwall, Devon 31/3/93 

and Somerset. 

Bridgewater, Somerset 31/3/93 

North Devon 30/3/93 

St Ives & Penzance, 31/3/93 

Cornwall 

**Wales, Westcountry, Avon, 30-31/3/93 _ 

Shropshire, Sth Yorkshire 

t . Time --
1.05am 

!.lOam to 
1.17am 

2.00am 

7.00pm to 

11.00pm 

1.30am 

Various 

// 

* The reports associated with this event include those received 

from the police officers who initially saw the objects at 
01.10am on 31/3/93. 

** These reports are the subject of a letter received from the 
MoD (Sec Air)2a giving some details of reports received by 

them. They are thought to be associated with the events of 

30-31/3/93 because of the similarities between them and those 

already known to me. 
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Investigation 

Event 'A' Innis, Ireland. 

This event occurred at 1.05am on Wednesday 31st March 1993 over 

Innis, Ireland, when 2 bright lights were observed traversing 
I 

the sky. It is believed that they were seen at high altitude, 

displaying white vapour trails. they appeared to be flying 

parallel to each other, on a N.W. to S.E. course. Evidently 

this sighting caused some concern to the Irish Government and 

as a consequence a fighter aircraft was despatched to monitor 

the objects. It seems the operation was not successful as the 

objects were thought to have been travelJing at Cibout 3,000mph 

- 9bviously to fast for the jets. The full~ detiil~ of this 

sighting are not yet to hand, but it is thoUght to be basically 

correct. 

As with the 1.10am police reports and some of the other 1.10am 

fepdits, this sighting is also _believed t6 be r~~tilt of the 
previously mention rocket re-entry,-but more of that later! 

* Information supplied by Mr 
based in Dublin. 

a BBC Correspondent/ _ 

Event 'B' - Wales, Cornwall·, - Devon arid Somerset. 

At various time between 1.10am and 1.17am on Wednesday 31st 

March 1993, 12 people (excluding the original 11 police 

officers) reported the sighting of two very bright objects 

flying across the night sky in a south easterly direction. With 

the exception of one, they all report seeing some sort of 

vapour trails, but describe them slightly differently! In the 

main they were white, and trailed back from the objects and 
appeared to be self luminous. 
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This indicates- that they were not normal jet aircraft trails, 

but do seem synonymous with something like the trail of a 

'-shooting star'. 
After evaluating these reports and giving due regards to 

peoples different perspectives of the objects, it is reasonable 
t 

to assume that they, like the police officers, had glso 

observed the spent rocket on its south easterly travels. 

As a footnote, I have also received a report from 

Jlllllof the British Astronomical Association, that two people, 

one in Belgium and one from the south of France, also observed 

.9o[lle bright objects flying in a south easterly direction. The 

Freh~?h report indicates a number of objects (6 or 7) and this 

I beJ_Jeve is the breakup of the original two seen earlier over 

Ireland and the south west coast of England. The Belgium report 

is hot very comprehensive, but the 'sighter' is believed to 

hav' seen them from his location, most probably over France, 
,,·:-· .. -···· ·' 

bfit.ridt over Belgium. 

What is evident here, is that although I cannot be absolutely 

certain that the two objects seen was the re-entry of the 

Russian Space Rockets', theirfpresence at this time and their// 

repo~ted locations, must be a strong consideration. Given the 

kn()wrihc;ight of these objects- between 80kms and 100kms, and 

the time they would have taken to traverse from horizon to 

horiion, some i to 3 minute~ and certainly not less than one 

m~nute,. then it can be reasonable assumed that from their known 

flight path i.e. from Ireland over Lands End and on over 

France, they would easily have been seen from as far away as 

Somerset and most probably even further! On the night in 

question there was very little cloud cover, which would have 

afforded all of the 'sighters' a clear view for many miles. 
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At this point,-given all the known facts, what we are dealing 

with is the following scenario:-

At sometime between 1.10arn and 1.17arn two very bright white ' 

objects with some sort of vapour trails, were observed flying 

N.W. to S.E. at high altitude and parallel to each other and 
I 

appear to have been on a pre-determined course. There were I 

believe the remnants of a Russian Space Rocket that had earlier 

deposited a Cosmos Radio Satellite into orbit. 

But, at the same time i.e. 1.10arn, two brightly lit objects or 

a very large one with two lights attached, crossed the Bristol 

Channel, flew low over Lynton and somewhere between there and 

Liskeard carne to a halt and hovered for a few seconds. They /it 

then ascended at great speed to about 10,000' and then altered 

course taking a southerly course over the English Channel. 

If the information contained in the letter from the MoD is 

correct, then the object or objects were later seen over or 

riear Bristol, Avon, at approx 1.15arn heading south ~a~t~~ly! 

Also, if the MoD information is correct, similar objects were 
seen between 9.10prn on the 30th ·March 1993 and 2.40arn on the 

31st covering area frbrn Cornwall to South Yorkshire! The / 

implication of this being that some 4 hours before the re-entry 

an 'unknown' object or objects were flying across the 

Westcountry up into Avon and on to South Yorkshire with the 

last known sighting over Shropshire at 2.40am. It also 

indicates that the objects appeared to be crisscrossing these 
areas during this period. 
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Event 'C' - Bridgewater, Somerset. 

On Wednesday 31st March 1993, a group of fishermen (known as 

El.yers) were fishing the river Parrot, Nr Bridgewater, 

Somerset. At approx 1.30am they noticed 3 military type 

helicopters flying in a radius from Bridgewater to Hinkley 
I 

Point. This activity was observed for some 30 minutes or so. At 

a little before 2.00am the 'elvers' saw two bright orange 

coloured lights approaching from the north. As they drew 

closer, the 'elvers', who had previously thought they were the 

returning he1icopters, realised they were not. Firstly there 

was the absence of any engine or rotor blade noise and 

navigatio!l lights. The objects approached th~ir.position at a 

s~~.ady<paC:.~,.npt over fast, and appeared t() ]Je at a height of 
about 800 1 • On their final approach, in addition to the orange 

lights s.een, two very bright white lights seem to be glowing 

from the r the objects. As they passed overhead, one of · 

the ~lvers thought the object~ were_jo~ned by 
some sott likened this to ·a 'Larg.e Catamaran' 

As the object(s) cleared their position, two very bright light 

sources were seen at the rear of the 'craft' throwing light 

beams .backwards. These were described 

What .amazed. , ~he sighters most ( 
was the complete absence of any 

" opposite - de.athly silence! the objects proc.~eded on a south 

easterly c.()urse towards Dorset and were in view for 2 to 3 

minutes before disappearing. 

I have personally spoken to both of tlemen and 

received a written report from one Mr~as 

not returned his report form and this I believe is because he 

has difficulty in writing - (don't we all!). and therefore feel 

it best not to persue the matter any further. 
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One other interesting point that I noted during conversation 

with was this. During the early hours, 

s_omewhere between midnight and 1. OOam, the cows occupying an 

adjacent field appeared to be very restless, which I am told 

was very unusual. Just after their sighting~ nd 

their wives, were astonished to see all the cows 

congregated in the middle of the field. They were all facing 

each other in a circular formation and had gone very quiet! 

This is also I'm told very unusual. 

Event 'D' - Nth Devon and Somerset. 

During the evening of Tuesday 30th March 1993, 6 indep~nd.ent 

witness~s repo~ted an object or objects flying over and ot 

hovering over Somerset and Nth Devon. 

The first sighting occurred at 9.00pm, when Mrs 

observed tJo glowing whtte/orauge objects hovering n 

of her position. At the time she was travelling from her home 

at Kington-St-Mary, Somerset, towards Bishops Lydeard and 

thought they were somewhere above or just beyond the town. Tl).ey_ 

remained stationary for some 2 or 3 minutes, were very silent 

:ind Mrs -got the feeling t\iat 'something was going to ·ri 

happ~n' as everything seemed to have gone very quiet.! She 

eventually lost sight of the objects behind some clouds. 

a local business man, who lives at 

Lydeard-St-Lawrence, Somerset, - just 

eard, had gone 'out into his galt-den >to feed 

his fish. It was about 8.00pm and on looking up observed a 

triangular formation of 3 objects approx 5 miles north west of 

his home. They were brightly lit (self luminous) and each 

object was larger than a star. 
(12) 
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He likened them to golf balls, two at the top with the other 
oo 

immediately below ( o ). From the lowest object a light beam 

SE;,rrne~ to be shining down at an angle of about 45 degrees. Mr 

-kept the objects in view for a little over 3 hours. 

During this time his daughter.- had also been out to see 
. I 

the objects and has confirmed the sighting! · 

At this point I think it is worth pointing out that from the 

evidence the object(s) seen by Mrs~~nd that by M~ 
are probably one .?1.}~ the same. The direction is right i.e.N.W. 

an~ although Mrs- feels the object(s) were over Bishops 

Lydeard I think in this she could be mistaken and that they 

were a bit furthg~.~way towards the N.W. 

The third report came from P.cJIIIIIIfwho is stationed at 

Bishops Lyd.eard. His report (by phone) was as follows: At 

approx 9. OOpm .. he w~s up on the Quantock Hills, N~h Somerset, 

with a group qJ Sc:,g1jts carrying out some field exe;ci.ses, when 

his attention was drawn to a series of bright lights 

approaching from tqe north west. They appeared to be at a 

height of about .3,000' and travelling at a constant speed, b)J't. 

not over~f~st! As the lights got closer he made out the outline 

of a large cra.f~,)\V¥iph he said "looked like twqConcords 
flying side by s,ige and joined together". the lights he had 
~een appeared f(lib<a:..tf·round the object(s) and were similar to 

cabin lights on ~rl. aircraft, only much brighter• the object .. , 

passed to his left and after 2 or 3 minutes was lost to sight 

as it proceeded on a south easterly course. 

Strangely, as with the other P.Cs, despite agreeing to complete 

a report fotm this has never been returned - I wonder why? 
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At approx 10.3Qpm, Mr was 

standing outside his.home on the Sandhill Park Estate, at 

Bishops Lydeard when he noticed a brightly lit object 

approaching from the south. At arms length he describes the 

object as about the size of a Zippo Lighter and had 6 rows of 
I 

lights numbering 30 in all. They were in two sections of 15 

:hia~¥ ~p~ed .~n ~~~)of s lig:ts in each. 
The objects speed ~as similar to a jet aircraft and appeared to 

~~ 

be at a high altitude. Because of this M~/had the 

object in sight for nearly 15 minutes before it 

the north. Some 5 minutes after the event Mr 

red to 

civil airliner on the same course at approx the same altitude 
' 

and he was able to identify this without any problem. 

The 5tl:l report carne from Mr who lives in T~unton, 

Somerset. At approx 10.20pm may e a he observed 2 

white lights, apparently connected, flying parallel to each 

other in .an easterly direction. Again there was no noise from/ 

the qbjects and they appeared to be moving very fast. He gave 

the ~ength of his sighting as 2 minutes and is convinced it 

/they was not an aircraft. 
" 

The. 6th and last report for this evening, came from M 
~---~-· 

~- who lives at Milverton, Devon. At sometime before 

midnight - about 11.30pm, he saw 2 groups of lights flying 

along side each other. He describes them as 2 objects with 3 

lights in a triangular formation. He says that they were moving 

very fast and watched them for 2 minutes before they 

disappeared in a south westerly direction. 
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Notes 
From these reports it is obvious that during the evening 

( ~_.OOpm to 11.00pm), an object or objects were clearly visable 

a~~ seen hovering o>Fver Nth <Devon. This is substantiated by Mrs 

-and Mr-Jin their reports. · In addition other objects 
t 

of a similar typeJ were seen traversing the sky fro~north to 

south and south to north. Although the reports are not 

identical, i.e. they are different in their descriptions, they 

do indicate that a fairly large twin hulled craft was airborne 

that evening and flying ldw over some areas. What this object 

was, is of course unknown and must therefore, temporally at 

least, be classed. as an Unidentified Flying Object! 

Event 'E' - St Ives & Penzance, Cornwalh 

At Ju'st before l~)Oam .onWedn"esday 31st March 1993,_ tw:o men 
' living in St Ives, Cornwall, observed two very bright objects 

flying on a N.N.W~ to S.S .. E. course over the town. Their height 

was estimated to be about 2,000' and were described as rocketfr 

with l .i~ht trails. they were moving very fast and were only in 

tq . 16 ~ ecqn4s~ At one stage OAe of the sighters 
th6~dght that the two lights 

A .. _, 

l y ,;.again. The other observer did 
not see this partiqt.llar effect. He, however, only had the 
objects t 'fof a couple of seconds. 

Meanwhile 

himself 

S.E. at avery 

a third object 

of the objects 

said "thin and 

o lives at Crowles, Nr Penzance, was 

n~ ~~d bright object~ 1 ~ith trails, heading 

low al~itude 2,000' to 3,000'., He also observed 

behind the other two, but was less bright. none 

made any noise and the light trails "were" he 

straight like a light tube". At the rear of the 
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2 large objects he also noticed a pink and blue light source 

but was unable to say if they were attached to the objects or 

the smaller one flying close by. From his southerly positiol!l 

the objects~were to the north and not moving very fast. In fact 

he had them in sight for at least 2 minutes. this of course is 
I 

at variance with the other two sighters at St Ives, who said 

their objects were very fast!, but this maybe because they saw 

the objects overhead whilst Mr~was looking at them from 

a distance. It's my belief that this sighting was of the same 2 

objects seen over St Ives only from a different location and 

therefore different line of sight. 

Event 'F' ~ Ministry of Defence reports 30th/31st March 1993 
During the course of this investigation, I received a non Ufo 

report from a gentleman (name on file) who is a recently 

retired airline pilot. he had phoned me in response to one of 

the local newspaper articles and thought he ha.d th~ a~swer to 
this case? He told me that at 1.30am on Wednesday. 31st March 

1993, he had observed two Jet Fighter Aircraft travelling at 

30,000' in a westerly direction and at a very fast speed -

a,i>ou t 1, SOOmpli~ They had their 'after burner~s' on which 

indicated tbey.may still have been climbing! As an airline 

pilot he was well qualified to identify these 'jets' and was 
_. 

also certain that they were "of a single engine type. Once I 

explained our sightings, ( at this time I only had a number of 

1.10am sightings) it was fairly obvious that his sighting was 

not connected to my reports - or was 

Thanking him for this information, I 

MoD to try and ascertain if they had 

aircraft. The next day I phoned 

it? 

resolved to contact the 

any knowledge of these 

at the MoD (Sec Air) 

~office and relayed my information to him. He was most 

helpful and promised to look into it for me - and would ring 
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back. About an-hour later he did, but what he had to tell me 

was nothing short of amazing. He had been unable to discover 

any details regarding these aircraft and \vas at a loss to . 
ex~lain their presence over East Devon at the time. To his 

knowledge there had not been any flyovers by RAF, NATO or other 

aircraft and stated that all known flights would most certainly 

have been logged and they was no way that aircraft of this type 

could fly over Britain without the MoD's knowledge. 

However, having explained to him why I was making this enquiry 

he did tell me that 'they' also had received a number of calls 

and letters reporting the same kin4 of 'objects' i.e. two very 

bright lights traversing the ~k}'dt1ring the evening of the 30th 

and early morning of the 31st M{:irch 1993. Upon request, he 

later sent me a list of these sightin:gs, giving locations, 

times and directions of travel.~ A study of these locations and 
times was most informative _arid I have to say, also somewhat 

puzz iing. Because I had sent-a summary. of my ':7ep?rts, some 
of these were mine and were in accordance with them. There 

were, how.ever, a number which w(;!re not. Briefly his reports 

covered the period 1CL10pm on the 30th to 02.40am on the 31st~ 

and indicated that these obje_cts . had been. s~en as far north as 

South Yo):'l,<shire, Shropshire/ ci.,nd · the ~ounti~s pf Cornwall, Devon 

and Hampshire - all at different times and in many cases flying 

in different di'rections! 

This as you can imagine was ve.ry confusing. For example, there 

were 3 sightings from South Yorkshire, all at different times 

i.e. 9.10pm, 11.40pm & 1.17am. the 9.10pm sighting had the 

objects travelling S.E., the \1~40pm ones travelling north 

whilst the 9.10pm ones were Unknown. In addition there was a 

sighting from Bristol at 1.10am but these objects were 

travelling westwards - an.d so it went on. * A copy of the MoD 

re~ort with map is attached to this report. 
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What all this means is anybody 1 s guess. Was the information 

correct and I see no reason why it shouldn't be, or was it 

iucorrect and a deliberate ·ploy to confuse the issue and try to 

put me off the scent? - I really don't know. 

If correct, and lets suppose it is, then this surely means that 

not only were there 'unknown' objects flying and hoJering over 

the westcountry between 8.00pm and 2.00am on the night, but 

were also tracking across the Midlands, South Yorkshire and 

Hampshire - what were they doing? 

Conclusions 
As a Ufo researcher, it's my job to try and evaluate all 

reports and information received in an objective and hopefully 
t'!: 

methodical way. This case has, to date, shown all the hallmarks 

of a typical ufo event with evidence swaying the urgently 

sought answers one way and then the other. Were the events on 

this night nothing more or less than the re-entry.of a man made 

space vehicle, or was it a ufo phenomenon related to that 

event? I think it mai well be the latter. My reasons for /-

thinking this are twofold. 

Firstly, there is no doubt· that the re-entry took place and 

that this occurred at approximately 01.05am on the 31st. From 

the evidence collected and cOllated it is almost certainly a 

fact that the reports describing the events at 1.10am indicate 

that what these people witnessed was the re-entry of this 

missile. The heights given are synonymous with a re-entry of 

this kind and the length of 'sighting time' likewise. All the 

'sighters' give the objects direction of flight as N.W. to S.E. 

or N. to S. giving some margin of error and this would 

certainly been the spent rockets course. 
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This I believe~ is evidence enough to suggest that this is 

exactly what these people saw - a rocket re-entry. 

What is also evident is that on the evening before, between 

8.00pm and ll.OOpm, objects were seen traversing the North 

Devon sky and indeed hovering N.W. of the same area} In 

addition it is fairly certain that at 2.00am on the 31st, an 

object of some considerable size, flew over the River Parrot at 

Bridgewater, disturbing not only the local fishermen, but also 

the cattle in the adjacent fields. Also at this time we have 

the mystery of the 3 helicopters seen. They were almost 

certainly of a military type, but as with the 2 fighter 

aircraft over East Devon earlier, their presence has been 

denied by the MoD - Why? 

In association with this we have the 1.30am sightings at St 

Ives and Penzance and the other numerous sightings over 
Corfiwall, Devon, Shropshire, South Yorkshire and Hampshire, 

. -.. . 
starting at 10.10pm on the 30th and ending at 2.40am on the 

31st. 

If these reports are ·correct, and as I said earlier, I have np 
reason to doubt them and my reports are also correct, then it 

must be the case that at least one, if not more,_unidentified 

flying objects were active over these areas on the night in 

question - but ~hat was their purpose? Were, they I it here on a 

specific mission, or just carryingout a nighttime surveillance 

operation. The latter scenario is of course quite feasibly 

given what we already know from their well documented past, but 

what about the first proposition? 

Well if we examine the evidence and what we already know about 

this alleged mode of operation, there is clearly a case for 

this line of thinking. 

In Timothy Goods latest book 'Alien Update' he edits a whole 

chapter on this very subject. He cites a number of cases from 
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Russia where ufos have been observed tratking rocket launches, 

space flights and more importantly their re-entry procedure~. 

It seems that this activity has been monitored for some years 

and that the Soviet Authorities are fully aware that their 

space program has been subjected to some very inten~e scrutiny 

by unidentified objects, which appear disc like and are able to 

traverse their air space at will, and in some extraordinary 

ways! 

Additionally, it seems that Britain has also been the victim of 

such activity. In her new book 'From Out Of The Blue' Jenny 

Randles also explores this possibility. This book is the follow 

up to another entitled 'Sky Crash' which she co-authored with 

Dot Street and Brenda Butler and is more than just a 

spectacular account of a ufo landing in Rendlesham Forest, 

Suffolk, Nr the Bentwaters Air Base jointly manned by the RAF 

and USAF. Around the time of the alleged landing ~t is known 

that a similar re-entry of a Russian space rocket occurred over 

the area. Following t·his, and in addition to the events at th~ 
. / 

Bentwaters Base, a number of ufo sightings were received. Some 

of the sightings were before the known re-entry time and indeed 

after. This strongly implies that some unknown craft was 

present over the area and as.· suggested by Jenny, may have been 

interested in the re-entry. 

The events at Bentwaters are in themselves quite remarkable and 

suggest that a space vehicle of unknown origin actually landed 

in Rendlesham Forest and that a possible 'alien liaison' took 

place. The evidence presented does seem to substantiate this, 

but as with most, if not all of these cases, will we ever learn 
the truth! 
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Unlike the Bentwaters case, this one has ~ot to date thrown up 

any evidence of a ufo landing, but there is certainly enoug~ 

evidence to imply a ufo presence over the Westcountry, and 

possible other parts of the country, on the evening before and 

after the known re-entry of a Russian space rocket at !.lOam. 

My gut feeling is that this is exactly what occurred, and until 

the present 'unknown object(s) reported upon are identified, 

then they should without question be classified for what they 

are- 'Unidentified Flying Objects'. 

.. 
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Fletchers Bridge, Bodmin 

~.lOam. Two bright slightly yellowish objects I lights, 
stationary 2,000' due north of his position - S.E. of Liskeard. 
Watched object lift up and ascend bankin-g left towards the S.E. 
Object dropped ·slightly, then climbed and continued S.E. over 
Torpoint, Plymouth. No sound. At height (about 10,000') a 
vapour like trail~ppeared and what appeared to be a third 
ooject or light source behind the object. Objects /Lights gave 
the impression of being controlled or guided. 
* Other side of Liskeard at approximately the same time, PCs 

- and~were N.W. of liskeard and saw two 
~ite ~bjects appear from the north and 
head towards Liskeard. 

6. Plymouth police received a call from a gentleman at approx 
1.10am who reported seeing twp white lights flying over Stoke, 
Plymouth. Incident not officially logged but noted by officer 
on duty! 

seen over gentlemans house. Report 'with 

8. Sgt and PCs & ......._ 
Heavitree olice tation, Hea ~ree Road,~ 
Time -1.10am Saw two dot like objects I lights flying parallel, 
fairly high, heading east. Sighting time 15 seconds. 

9.* East Devon. Two police officers observe two white objects 
flying easterly. Objects seen through binoculars - report to 
follow from station Inspector. 

10 Cotleigh, Devon 
Time a large .light gold yellow sh lights 
heading towards Stockland. No noise, fairly fast, one light 
slightly in front of the other! 

Wellington, Somerset 

Time 1.1 am Two bright white lights - like round balls, Small 
v~pour trails (lit up!) .Very high. Speed very fast. No noise. 
T1me of sighting 20 seconds. Flying pararell N.W to S.E. but 
could have been West to East! 
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12. Taunton, Somerset •• 
t white I yellowish objects, 

flying parellel to each other. ong vapour trail - not smoke! 
Objects approx 3" apart at height. Very high but not star 
height! Time ·of sighting 20 seconds. Passed left to right in a 
southerly direction. 

13. Taunton Man - Wishes to remain anonymous. 
Time 1.13am two very large luminous objects - glowing, silent. 
After glow that stayed with objects - (fluorescent). 
Speed- Gliding very fast. Direction N.N.W. to S.E. Seemed to 
tucn right. Time of sighting 2 minutes. Objects 2" to 3" apart 
at height. Seen through binoculars. Felt compelled to get up 
and go outside. No noise. 

14 Taunton, Somerset.Time 
1.15am rport. Saw two bright white 
objects with whitish vapour trail. Thought vapour trail was lit 
up by another light source! Very high in sky, appeared cigar 
shaped and silver in colour. Flying parellel (in tandem) in an 
easterly direction, south of his .-position. Objects appeared 6" 
to 7" apart at height. No noise. 

, Bridgewater, 
set 

Time 1.1Sam 2 Ba ls of light - followed by vapour trail or a 
light! No noise. Flying over Bridgewater in a south easterly 
direction. Knew it was not an aircraft!. 

16. PC Wiveliscombe, 
Somerset. me o ects - vapour 
like trail. From right hand object/light appeared to be a long 
light shining backwards! Height 10,000' Speed 2 or 3 times 
faster than a jet airliner. 3" apart at height. Flying N.W. to 
S.E. Right object appeared to be leading. 

17. 
Time 
flying parellel, left object s 
completely silent 'OZ FACTOR?' 
seconds. Very low - if piloted 

.. ·} :_r;:~ ~; -... 
- ~' ' 'J •$~;.J.,;_.i -· . - -_,.. 
'~ I '55 

"'; -
*· ­
'L· 

Bridgewater 
s - trail of light behind. 

ightly in front. No Noise -
Time of sighting 50 to 55 
could have seen pilot. 
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18. Carhampton, Minehead 
Time 1.10am to l.lSam Two white coloured lights -
vapour reddish/orange in colour! First one object seen, then 
followed by second 30 seconds later. Flew parellel to each 
o~her and aecended to approximately 2,000'. Observer thought 
~hey /it was going to land! No noise. Flying in easterly 
direction. 

. 
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DUFORO case No 933 Annex 'A' 

WESTCOUNTRY AND WALES SIGHTIRGS - 31st March 1993 

Event 'B' 

Nr Kerris, Cornwall 

am - 2 very bright lights, travelling fast, flying 
parallel with wonderful vapour like trails. *Two smaller trails 
to left hand trail! thought there might have been two other 
smaller objects. Looking towards moon, from north, very high. 
No sound from obJect/s but audible rumbling sound from ground 
level. Time of sighting 30 seconds. When in cloud, object/s 
illuminated them. Distance apart as seen from the ground = 1" 
to 1~". 

2. Pentregaler, Crymyn, 
Dy 
Time 1. am. Lady on hill side approximately 1,000' above sea 
level. Attending sheep, observes 2 large white objects, flying 
parallel, one slightly in front of the other. Time 2 minutes -
maybe less!, very high- vapour trail. 

3. PCs ---Treharris Police Station, 
Perrot ~rr~yr. 
Time1.10am. 2 bright white ooj~cts (brighter than stars) came 
frm' horth west travelling south east, flying parellel to each 
other- approximately same height as conventional aircraft -
steady pace. light vapour trail but third light or vapour trail 
between the other two! Sighting time 2 to 2~ minutes. No noise. 
Ob~sed overhead. 
PC.......,phoned MOD - told no aircraft known to be in the 
area. 

4. Sgt Bideford-
Time 1. East of~ 
driving into Lynton. Looking towards t ristol Channel and 
saw two white lights, which they they thought were attached to 
a very large qbject. Estimated distance between lights as 500'. 
No sound. ObJect passed overhead and headed south , south west. 
Time of sighting ~to 15 seconds. Height 2,000' plus! 
* Same night, PC en-route to Holsworthy after 
departing Lynton, observe w ite lights pass over his vehicle 
going in south westerly direction. · 

/2 



From: 

Honiton 
Devon 

llllllllrsecretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 8245, 

!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE · 
Main Building Whitehall London SW1 A 2HB 
Telephone (Direct Dialling) 071-21-8 2140 

-· (Switchboard) 071-21-89000 
(Fax) 071-21-8 

Your reference 

Our reference 
D/Sec(AS)12/3 

~teJune 1993 

.. 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your final report into the UFO sightings of 
30/31 March. 

I agree that unless a sighting is explained almost im~ediately, there is very 
little hope that it will ever be explained; perhaps if the case is mentioned in 
"UFO Times" it will lead to some useful feedback. 

I appreciate that your report had to cater to a number of different viewpoints, 
but I can assure you that there is absolutely no question of our ever supplying 
incorrect information(" ... or was it incorrect and a deliberate ploy to 
confuse the issue ~nd try to put me off the scent?). Also, in relation to the .. 
aircraft and helicopters that were seen, I said that I had been unable to find 
evidence of military activity that might account for what was seen - not quite 
the same as "their presence has been denied by the MOD- Why?". 

Good luck with your research, and please feel free to contact me in the future; 
we will always do our best to help, and can let you know whether we have details 
of any sightings that might tie in with ones you are investigating - as with· 
this case, however, I cannot guarantee that the timings or bearings will match 
yours! 

Recycled Paper 



Essex 

Dear 

From: 
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
5th Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB 

Telephone 

e-mail 

(Direct dial) 020 7218 2140 
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000 

(Fax) I!IMIIIIII 
das-ufo-office@ mod. 

Your Reference 

Our Reference 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Date 
15 June 2005 

I am writing concerning your letter to the Ministry of Defence about contact with extraterrestrial 
lifeforms. Your letter has been passed to this department because we are the focal point within 
the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'unidentified flying objects'. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence's only interest in reports of 
'UFOs' is to establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; namely, 
whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised 
by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United 
Kingdom from an external source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do 
not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that 
rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it 
is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. We could not 
justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit 

With regard to your questions about whether we have any information about extraterrestrials 
visiting this planet and any experiments having been carried out with them, I can inform you that 
the MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the 
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms. We remain open-minded, but 
to date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged 
phenomena. 

You also asked about the alleged "Roswell incident". I am unable to comment on these events as 
Roswell is in the United States of America and this is therefore a matter for the US government. 

If you have access to the internet, you can see information the MOD has released from our UFO 
records into the MOD Freedom oflnformation Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. A search 
under 'UFO' will take you to these records. There are also UFO records available for viewing at 
The National Archives at Kew, Richmond, Surrey. Their website can be found at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to 
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the 
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an 



internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main 
.ilding, Whitehall, SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, 
http://www .informationcommissioner. gov. uk. 

Yours sincerely, 



14--0b-WOS-Illol.$-OOS" 

e~,~~: 7 -s~ A.~- DAS · .. 
102No . ............................ / 

- . - 9 J UN 2005 • 

Dear whom it may concern, Rl.E , 
Have we actually done an experiment with aliens? Have ati:ells aetbiitly UiiutaL _ _ t 

on earth (Roswell incident)? There are thousands of questions I could ask. But what I 
really want/ need to know, are there extraterrestrials on this planet? 

Please please please could you tell me if these photos are? And if there are 

extraterrestrials on this planet? Because I really need to know. I PROMISE to 
keep it a secret. 

Thanks a lot, 

PA> (Fol) 
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It is a common misconception that the MOD has a role in exploring the possibilities of life on 
other planets and has knowledge of extraterrestrial visitors to earth. This is not, and never 
has been the case. In the late 1940s I early 1950s, there was some concern both in the USA 
and here in the UK about the large number of reports of objects being seen in our skies which 
were not identifiable by the observer. Radar was not as advanced as it is today and there 
were concerns that foreign nations may be infiltrating our airspace using new types of aircraft 
or weapons technology. The US Air Force started to take an official interest in 1948 with 
PROJECT SIGN, later changed to PROJECT GRUDGE and then to PROJECT BLUE BOOK. 
The aims of this Project were to determine whether these sightings posed a threat to the 
security of the USA; to determine whether they exhibited any unique scientific information or 
advanced technology which could contribute to scientific or technical research and, to identify 
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the US Air Force. PROJECT BLUE BOOK studied 
reports from 1948 to 1965 and concluded that none of them produced any indication of a 
threat to national security, there was no evidence that they represented technological 
developments beyond the range of scientific knowledge of the time and there was no 
evidence that they were extraterrestrial vehicles. 

In August 1950, following the lead of the US, a working party was set up in the UK at the 
suggestion of Sir Henry Tizard who thought "flying saucers should be investigated". This 
working group was aptly named the Flying Saucer Working Party. In 1951 the Working Party 
concluded that all the observations reported were either, astronomical or meteorological 
phenomena of a known type, mistaken identification of conventional aircraft, balloons, birds or 
other natural objects, optical illusions and psychological delusions or deliberate hoaxes. At 
the 111

h meeting of the Joint Technical Intelligence Committee, the Chairman of the Flying 
Saucer Working Party presented his report and the Committee decided in view of their 
conclusions the Flying Saucer Working Party should be dissolved. If you wish to see this 
report it can be viewed in the MOD's Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at 
www.foi.mod.uk. Search under UFO and then go to Report. 

In the 1960s a Secretariat branch within the MOD became responsible for answering public 
correspondence about UFO matters and that branch was our predecessors. At that time, all 
UFO sighting reports and correspondence were sent to this branch and copied to the Defence 
Intelligence Staff (DIS) who examined them to see if they were of any value in analysing the 
performance and threat of foreign weapons systems, and to the Directorate of Air Defence 
who looked for any air defence implications. In 1990 the policy was reviewed and it was 
decided that it was not necessary for either of the other two branches to see all the reports 
and from then on they were only sent to us. Any which we thought warranted further attention 
would be forwarded to the other branches as necessary. In December 2000 DIS decided that 
as none of the reports they had received over a 30 year period had yielded any valuable 
information, they no longer wished to receive reports. To date, we continue to forward reports 
to air defence staff as necessary. 

I hope this is helpful. 

ce 
Directorate of Air ~dom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H--40] 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod. uk 

rsimpson
Sticky Note
DAS summary of MoD involvement in UFO research and investigation from 1950-2000, dated 20 June 2005.
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Sent: 15 June 2005 11 :30 

To: 

Subject: RE: Request for lnformation[Scanned] 

Dear 

Thank you for your reply. 

I thought that the MOD did have a role in respect of UFO/flying saucer matters. 

Is it the case that there is no longer an MOD role in investigating UFO matters or that there has never been an 
MOD role in UFO matters? 

If there was an MOD role in UFO matters previously, please could you let me know the dates that it was 
operational? 

Best wishes, 

sulili!Ct:~Rt.~.ffi .. le~::.. for Information[Scanned] 
Importance: High 

.uk] 

I am writing concerning your request for information about the Ministry of Defence's position on 'alien 
abduction phenomenon' . Your message has been passed to me as this Department is the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'unidentified flying objects' . 

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters 
or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms. We remain totally open­
minded, but to date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these 
alleged phenomena. The matter of abduction by alien lifeforms is therefore a non-issue as far as the 
MOD is concerned. Abduction/kidnap in the general sense is, of course, a criminal offence and as 
such would be a matter for the civil police. 

With regard to your request for copies of reports or documents relating to alien abduction, I can inform 
you that members of the public occasionally write to the MOD claiming to have been abducted by 
aliens. These letters are not held separately but are filed along with other correspondence on UFOs. 
We currently hold records of UFO public correspondence covering more than 25 years and in order to 
gather the information you are seeking, a manual search of all of these records would be required. It 
has been assessed that the cost of such an exercise would exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the 
Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. 

I hope this helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain 

15/06/2005 
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about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first 
instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the 
Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1 A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information 
Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that 
the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal review process 
has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be 
found on the Commissioner's website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 

ce 
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H, 
Main Building = = = =--_j 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod. uk 

14th June 2005 

15/06/2005 



Dear~ 

I am writing concerning your request for information about the Ministry of Defence's position 
on 'alien abduction phenomenon'. Your message has been passed to me as this Department 
is the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'unidentified flying 
objects'. 

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' 
matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms. We 
remain totally open-minded, but to date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates 
the existence of these alleged phenomena. The matter of abduction by alien lifeforms is 
therefore a non-issue as far as the MOD is concerned. Abduction/kidnap in the general 
sense is, of course, a criminal offence and as such would be a matter for the civil police. 

With regard to your request for copies of reports or documents relating to alien abduction, I 
can inform you that members of the public occasionally write to the MOD claiming to have 
been abducted by aliens. These letters are not held separately but are filed along with other 
correspondence on UFOs. We currently hold records of UFO public correspondence 
covering more than 25 years and in order to gather the information you are seeking, a manual 
search of all of these records would be required. It has been assessed that the cost of such 
an exercise would exceed the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of 
Information Act and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not 
obliged to comply with your request. 

I hope this helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to 
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the 
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an 
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main 
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information 
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of 
the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, 
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H.~ 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod.uk 

141
h June 2005 
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Workflow Options 
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Actions 
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Upload Document 
Close Case 

Take Ownership 
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Internal Transfer 

Editing the request details will initiate a new search. 
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results. 

Request Details 

Response Format Requested: Language Requested Welsh 

*Enter the est for information: 

infosubject: I'm writing to you under the FOI to ask that you send me a policy statement on the MOD's position on the 
so called 'alien abduction phenomenon' together with any reports of such phenomenon or other documents relating to 
it. 

oad docume 

To be held by help desk until allocated 

http:/ /aitportali_Layouts/ AIT /Intema1Transfer/Interna1TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194, 16072,72 06/06/2005 



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

Applicant: 

Case Number: 03-0202005-143016-023 Expiry: 03/03/05 

The Applicant has made the following request for information: 

How many UFO sightings have there been in North Wales? As far back as 
your records go please. 

Case for release of information 

We could not fully comply with this request as the amount of information that 
requested would be over the £600 limit as permitted by the 

Freedom of Information Act. I looked through the database, in the years we 
have completed - 2002, 2003, 2004 and up to date 2005 and identified 4 
reports for North Wales for which I have enclosed. Personal information has 
been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act. 

Draft of letter included also. 

Authorisation 

I hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information 
to the Applicant. 

Grade/Rank: ... E.'J.:: ................ Name: .............................................. . 

Authorisation Reference Number: DAS-FOI20/05 .................................... . 

Date: ....... J.?../. ~(qJ. .· ........................ . 



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
5th Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB 

Llandudno Junction 

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140 
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000 
(Fax) 

Your Reference: 

Our Reference: 
03-02-2005-143016-023 
Date: 
13 June 2005 

I am writing concerning your request for UFO reports from Wales from our records. Your request 
has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs. I apologise for the delay in responding. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role 
in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters to the question of the existence or otherwise of 
extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date, 
the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. 

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of 'unidentified flying objects' it receives solely to 
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is 
any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or 
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom 
from an external source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not 
attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe that rational 
explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them if resources 
were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial 
identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so. 

With regard to the records we hold of UFO sightings reported to the MOD I should inform you 
that they are not held electronically but are filed on paper files in the order in which they are 
received. We currently hold such records spanning a 25 year period and they are not segregated 
according to area or region. If we were to examine all of these records in order to identify those 
from North Wales the cost would exceed the £600 limit set for the Freedom of Information Act 
2000. However, we are in the process of compiling a database of UFO reports and this has now 
been completed for the years 2002, 2003, 2004 and to date in 2005. I have looked through these 
records and found 4 reports from those years, in North Wales and I have enclosed copies for your 
information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

---------··-···------------· 



aif this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect 
W'of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 

Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the 
Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB. If 
you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, 
http://www.informationncommissioner.gov.uk. 

Hope these will be helpful. 

Yours sincerely 
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- Home Documents and Lists Create Site Settings Help Up to FOI 

AITCases 
03022005: Martin Williams 03-02-2005-143016-023 

Title: 

Person_ Title: 

First_Name: 

Surname: 

Organisation: 

Applicant_ Type: 

Address_Line_l : 

Address_Line_2: 

Address_Line_3: 

Town City: 

Postcode: 

Country: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Fax: 

Request_Details: 

Case_Number: 

Originator : 

Not Specified 

Colwyn Bay 

Conwy 

United Kingdom 

Dear Sir/ Madam 
> 
> This is a request for information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
> 
> I would like to request the following 
information: 
> 
> Q How many UFO sightings have there 
been in North Wales? As far back 
> as your records go please. > Please can you 
send the information as 
> Word attachments to the following email 
address-:- -> If this is not possible, then please could you 
post photocopies of the 
> information to the following postal address 

~!!!!!!!!, 
> 
> Please can you notify me straight away if 
you do not possess this 
> information, or if you believe someone else 
holds it. 
> 
> My telephone number is 
> 
> Please call me if you need any further 
details to comply with this request. 

03-02-2005-143016-023 

http:/ I aitportal/sites/ AITCases/Lists/03 022005/DispF onn.aspx?ID=45 24/05/2005 
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User_Group: GxAITESTinfoAcc 

Date_Received: 03/02/2005 

Date_Due: 03/03/2005 

Status: Internal Transfer 

Responder: GxAITESTPTCDAS 

Vexatious_ Type: 
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Quick_Response_ Type: 
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Media_Preference_Met: 

Media_Date_Sent: 
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Media_Preference_ Comments: 

Closed: 

Date_ Closed: 

Media_ Type: 
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Standard_Response_Comment: 
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Offline_Date __ Due: 
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Ext_Ref_Depa rtment_Na me: 

Ext_Ref_Sent_ To_PRO: 

Ext_Ref_Date_Sent_ To_PRO: 

Ext_Ref_PRO _Accepted: 

Ext_Ref_Date_PRO _Accepted: 

Vexatious_Supporting_Cases: 

Vexatious_Authorised_By: 

Vexatious_Date_Authorised: 

Vexatious_ Reference: 

Request_Location: 

Hold_Resp_Reason: 

Hold_Resp __ Request_ Type: 

Hold_Resp_Date_Response_Expected: 

Hold_Resp_Letter _Sent: 

Hold_Resp ___ Date_Letter _Sent: 

On_Hold: 

Exemption_Applied: 

Exemptions_Authorised_By: 

Exemptions_Date_Authorised: 

Exemptions_Ref_Number: 

Std_Resp_Authorised: 

Std_Resp_Authorised_By: 

Std_Resp_Date_Authorised: 

Std_Resp_Reference: 

Fees_ Total_ Cost: 

Fees ___ Resp_Justification: 

Fees_Resp_ To_Applicant: 

electronic 

English 

No 

http://aitportal/sites/AITCases/Lists/03022005/DispForm.aspx?ID=45 24/05/2005 
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·-·-·--·- \REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ ._.., 
\ ., I . I . l { 

REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING \:. } f' ;r;;,)cJt.l< 
-'.<' '! 4'<-';i. -~ . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Date and time of sighting. 
(Duration of sighting.) 

Description of object. 
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, 
brightness, noise.) 

Exact position of observer. 
Geographical location. 
(Indoors/outdoors, 
stationary/moving.) 

How object was observed. 
(Naked eye, binoculars, other 
optical device, camera or 
camcorder.) 

Direction in which object was 
first seen. 
(A landmark may be more helpful 
than a roughly estimated bearing.) 

Approximate distance. 

Movements-and speed. 
(side to side, up or down, 
constant, moving fast, slow) 

Weather conditions during 
observation. 
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear) 

20 March 2005 
19.35L 

said it was a UFO. 

Outdoors. 

Had a camcorder and was filming the 
object while talkinl the Das 
answerphone. Said filmed it for over 
half an hour. 

Not given. 

Not given. 

Not given. 

Not given. 

1 

-



!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

9. To whom reported. 
(Police, military, press etc) 

10. Name, address and telephone 
of informant. 

11. Other witnesses. 

12. Remarks. 

13. Date and time of receipt. 

Das answerphone. 

Not given. 

Just said about having a video of it. 

21 March 2005 _ _ 
11.30L 

2 



e REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING 

1. Date and time of sighting. 7 September 2004 
(Duration of sighting.) 11.30L 

2. Description of object. Two silvery objects," very high up in the sky 
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, on the horizon. They were moving apart 
brightness, noise.) and pulling together again, they did this in 

a matter of ten seconds. They left vapour 
trails as they were moving. 

3. Exact position of observer. Not given. 
Geographical location. 
(Indoors/outdoors, 
stationary/moving.) 

4. How object was observed. Not given. 
(Naked eye, binoculars, other --
optical device, camera or 
camcorder.) 

5. Direction in which object was Not given. ·-

first seen. 
(A landmark may be more helpful 
than a roughly estimated bearing.) 

6. Approximate distance. Said about 40,000 ft up, as high as a plane 
on the horizon. 

7. Movements and speed. They were moving so fast and moving side 
(side to side, up or down; to side, i.e. apart, then moving towards 
constant, moving fast, slow) each other again. 

8. Weather conditions during Not given. 
observation. 
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear) 

1 



· \REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT\ 

~ '9-.-,~T--o_w_h_o_m __ r_ep_o_rt __ ed-.----------.-D-a_s_a_n_s_w_e_rp_h_o_n_e.------------------~ 
(Police, military, press etc) 

10. Name, address and telephone 
of informant. 

11. Other witnesses. 

12. Remarks. 

13. Date and time of receipt. 

Not given. 

it was an amazing sight, 
never seen anything like that before. 

Said it certainly was not a plane, and that 
he'd done some investigation work and 
was told it wasn't a plane, by whom, I 
don't know. Someone then told him to 
report his sighting to a lady called 
(whoever she is)! She said it was 
a UFO!! Then he was told by someone else, 
(he didn't say), to report his sighting to this 
office! 
9 September 2004 
12.30L 

2 
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REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING 

• 1. Date and time of sighting. 18 February 2004 16.02L 
(Duration of sighting.) 

2. Description of object. Large black object over Rhyl. 
_(No of objects, size, shape, colour, 

' 

brightness, noise.) 

~ .. -

3. Exact position of observer. Not given 
Geographical location. 
(Indoors/ outdoors, ... -

stationary/moving.) 
--

-_ --
-

4. How object was observed. Not given 
(Naked-eye, binoculars, other 
optical device, camera or 

_camcorder.) -
- --

5. Direction in which object was Not given 
- .. .. 

first seen. 
(A landmark may be more helpful 
than a roughly estimated bearing.) --

6. Approximate distance. Not given 

7. Movements and speed. Not given 
(side to side, up or down, 
constant, moving fast, slow) 

---
-

8. Weather conditions during Not given 
observation. -
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear) 

1 
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\F.EDACTED ON ORIGINAL OOCUMENlJ 

9. To whom reported. 
(Police, military, press etc) 

10. Name, address and telephone no 
of informant. 

11. Other witnesses. 

12. Remarks. 

13 . Date and time of receipt. 

Policeman 

None mentioned. 

NVW Police helicopter was up at the time 
and saw a civilian aircraft in the area. 

2 



e 
,.f'ORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 

· I I 2... - \\. o ~ fJ. cro F"""" I 
I A Date, Time & I I 
I . . Duration of Sighting I I c;: V"'\.~"'-S. ·I 
l _______________________________ l _______________________ l 

I B. Desciption of Object I '00 ~ '1-e\l OvJ~'l. 4U I 
I (No of obJ'ects, sl.ze, shape, ll-,\1 \ · · I ·· 
I colour, brightness) I~""' u.,o ~.JJ< '=\ ~~ 4\Jr I . 
I I I 
I II \ ~J.oo v wZ \k::. b 1 · I I C. Exact Position of Observer ;...,_DCJ.J\AJJ S I 
I Location, indoor/outdoor, I I 
I stationary/moving I I 
I I I 
t I I 
I D How Observed (Naked eye, I 1 I 
I . • binoculars, other optical I ~~Oc...J\..O.VS 1 

I device, still or movie). I I 
I . . . I I 
I I I 
I E. Direction in which Object I Eo...s\-- ·L0o,_ s\- I 
I first seen (A landmark may be. I I 
I more useful than. a badly ...... I I 
I estimated' bearing) . I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I F. Angle of Sight (Estimated I I 
I heights .are unreliable) I I 
I I I 

I G Pistance (By referen~ to a I 0~ ~ .,;.._~~-E- ~ I 
I known landmark)_ I _ ~o-s s. So~ 1 

1 I I 
1- H. Movements (Changes in E, F & G 1.- \A.J.Q. ~\- .J ~ . ..J Q...v\-...· <:.A.~ I 

·I may be of more use than . 1'-"A..\-o s. o Q..C e_ ~ u.- 5: 0 I 
I estimates .of -course and speed) I ' I 
I L I 
I I • S'\"...\}. · "'-Y I 
I I. Met Conditions during Observations I ~ I 
I (Moving clouds, haze, ~i~t'etc) I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I J. Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, .1 ~ \ \<..... I 
I high Voltage lines, .r~servoir, lake I I 
I or dam, swamp or marsh,. river, ·high I I 

'· I buildings, . tal.l ,chimneys, steeples, I I 
I spires, TV or radio masts, · I I 
I airfields, generating plant, I I 
I ·factories, pits or other sites with I I 
I floodlights or night lighting) I I 
I I I 



K. ·----------~~--~------To whom r eported (Police, military, Q_ R O Wo . .\e..s 
press etc ) 

\ 

'\ 

L. Name & Address of Informant 

l
i M. Background of Informant that ~f?~ 

may be volunteered 1 '-'.~ v ~ .• ,Ji .. a. ... H:. 
1------------~~~ eaJ:L · · I 
I N. Other Yi tnesses I~~~ ~o..:\,A.) ~-'r ~ I 
I 

1
1. oop""' I 

i I 0 · Date, Time of Receipt 1--:ft.:-.-, "_·.;...o_c... __________ l 
. I I I 

I I 
I P 

I ·'o I 
• Any Unusual Meteorological 1 ~ 

I C.ondi tions 1 I 
I I I 
I I 
I Q. · Remarks l C.o \)\..d. ~ ~ I I l*"ev>o•"-• ... , \} ..>o...~ : 

I I 11" '1 ~"" ~. ...:,W- ,~ 1 

I 
I . ' \ I 

------------------------------j so--e ~~~~$ 

''-.>:-· ·-- · 



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

Applicant: 

Case Number: 11-02-2005-095649-002 Expiry: 1 0 March 2005 

The Applicant has made the following request for information: 
I would like to know what Ministry of Defence involvement there has been in 
Nottingham and the surrounding area concerning Unidentified Flying Objects. 
I would like to know: 

1) How many sightings were reported to the MOD between 1 January 1970 
and 31 December 2004 and when they were. I would like copies of any 
documentation relating to these sightings and the results of any investigations. 

2) I would like to know how many people, dealt with an inquiry in May 1991 
when two triangular objects were seen by more than 1 00 people. 

Case for release of information 

1) Any surviving UFO records between 1970 and 1977 are already open for 
public viewing at The National Archives. The attached draft letter informs the 
applicant how they can access these. With regard to records 1978 to 2004, 
the applicant has been informed that to search the entire period for reports 
from Nottingham would exceed the £600 limit. I have, however, informed her 
that we are compiling the database and a search of the completed records 
(2002- to date) has revealed only one UFO report from Nottingham. A copy 
is attached. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. 

2) I have examined our UFO reports and correspondence files for May 1991 
and there appear to have been only a few reports for sightings in May. Only 
one of these came from Nottingham and this did not describe "two triangular 
objects". A brief description has been provided to the applicant. 

Authorisation 

I hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information 
to the Applicant. 

Grade/Rank: .... ~ .............. Name: .. .. 

Authorisation 7efer.nce Number: DAS-FOI30/05 .................................... . 

Date: ..... .J.'+: .... ff,.Q-5..~ ........................ . 



Dear~ 

I am writing concerning your request for information about reports of sightings of 'unidentified 
flying objects' in Nottingham. Your request has been passed to this Department as we are 
the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. I apologise for 
not sending you a reply sooner. 

With regard to your question about how many UFO sightings were reported to the MOD from 
Nottingham between 1 January 1970 and 31 December 2004, I can inform you that any 
surviving records that the MOD held for the period 1970 to 1977 are now open for public 
viewing at The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey. Details of opening times and how 
to access records (including their online catalogue) can be found on The National Archives 
website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

Records of UFO sightings reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs 
(some of which also contain sighting reports) since 1978 are held by this Department. They 
are not held electronically or segregated by area, but are filed on paper files in the order in 
which they were received. It is possible that amongst these documents there are reports from 
Nottingham, but in order to gather the information you are seeking, a manual search of all of 
these records would be required. It has been assessed that the cost of such an exercise 
would exceed the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 
and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with 
your request. 

You may wish to be aware, however, that in order to assist members of the public with 
enquiries about UFO sightings, this department is currently compiling a database of reports 
which we intend to publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme in the 
near future. To date we have completed records for 2002 to 2005 (to date) and a search of 
these has revealed only one report from Nottingham which was at Belford in 2002. For your 
information, I enclose a copy of the report and the MOD reply. Personal data has been 
removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

With regard to investigations in to these sightings, I should inform you that the MOD examines 
any UFO reports it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some 
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's 
airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there 
is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, we do not 
attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that 
rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, 
but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. We 
could not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific 
defence rem it. 

Finally, you enquired into how many people dealt with an inquiry in May 1991 when two 
triangular objects were seen by more than 100 people. I have examined our UFO reports and 
correspondence files for the period and can confirm that although the MOD received a few 
UFO reports during May 1991, only one of these was from Nottingham (Calverton), at 23.40 
on 22nd May and the witness described the object as ''two cross shaped orange lights, with 
sound like a propeller engine aircraft". This was witnessed by a lady and her husband. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to 
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the 
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an 
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main 
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information 
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of 



the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, 
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H,~ 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod.uk 

14th June 2005 



From: 
Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) 
Operations & Policy 1 a 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Room &n3, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London, 
WC2N SBP ~ 

Telephone 

E-Mail 

-

(Direct dial) 020 7218 2140 

(Switchboard) -20 7 
(Fax) 
das-laopspol1 a@defe · e:-mo ~R 

Your Reference 

Ot.rr Referenc~ __.. 
D/DAS/64/2 IC 

Date 
'25November 2002 

I am writing with reference to your report of a sighting of an 'unidentified flying object' on 
11 November 2002, the details of which were left on the DAS (LA) Ops & Pol 1 answerphone. 
This office is the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence relating to 'UFOs'. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of 
'unidentified flying objects' it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some 
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace 
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a 
potential threat, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, MOD does not attempt 
to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that rational 
explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not the 
function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify 
expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. 

With regard to your particular observation, I have looked back through our sighting report 
files and can confirm that we received no other reports of 'UFO' sightings for 11 November from 
anywhere in the United Kingdom. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to 
suggest that the United Kingdom's airspace was breached by. unauthorised air activity. 



REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING 

1. Date and time of sighting. Monday 11 November@ 23:00 
(Duration of sighting.) 2-3 minutes 

2. Description of object. 8 objects joined into a circle, then 
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, separated. Moved independently then 
brightness, noise.) joined together in a circle. 

3. Exact position of observer. Outdoors walking dog - went indoors as 
Geographical location. the objects frightened her. 
(Indoors/outdoors, 
stationary/moving) 

4. How object was observed. 
(Naked eye, binoculars, other 
optical device, camera or 
camcorder.) 

5. Direction in which object was 
first seen. 
(A landmark may be more helpful 
than a roughly estimated bearing.) 

6. Approximate distance. 

7. Movements and speed. 
(side to side, up or down, 
constant, moving fast, slow) 

8. Weather conditions during 
observation. 
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear) 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



9. To whom reported. 
(Police, military, press etc) 

I 0. Name, address and telephone no 
of informant. 

11. Other witnesses. 

12. Remarks. 

13. Date and time of receipt. 

(LA) Ops & Pol answerphone 

Tel: 

Tuesday 12 November 2002 @19:20 

2 
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Request Details 
--~---·----- ··· -· ------

Response Format Requested: '-=! e::.:..:le~c::=-tr~o~n:.:.::ic::__. ____ _,j Language Requested D Welsh 

*Enter the re uest for information: 

infosubject: I would like to know what Ministry of Defence involvement there has been in Nottingham and the 
surrounding area concerning Unidentified Flying Objects. I would like to know how many sightings were reported to 
the MoD between Jan 1 1970 and Dec 31 2004 and when they were. I would like copies of any documentation relating 
to these sightings and the results of any investigations. I would like to know who, and how many people, dealt with an 

.. Jnquir:yJnMa¥ 1991.w.be.rltw..Q .triangular obj.ectsJNeJ.e.se.en_b.y mor_ethan_ lO~Qpeop1e..__ __ __ -~--- ~ _ ~ ... -~~- __ 
_ o/<J-ec. t 1$; 11./z. . 

- Pt~-v:.=- e~AC. ~ 
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

Applicant: 

Case Number: 24-02-2005-11 0253-003 Expiry: 23/03/05 

The Applicant has made the following reduest for information: 
! 

i 
Please can you give me details of UF[O sighting reports received by the 
Ministry of Defence during 2004 and thdse received to date in 2005. I would 
like data relating to all UFOs reported in I Hampshire. I would like to know the 
date of each report, the time, the tow~ or village within Hampshire, a full 
description of the nature of the sighting - and an explanation of what the 
object was, if this was later established ~Y the MOD. In addition, I would also 
like to know where each person who reported the sighting is from and their 
age and sex. ! 

Case for release of information 

Our UFO database has been completed fpr the relevant years and I have 
identified two reports for Hampshire. Copies of these are attached. Personal 
information has been removed in accord~nce with the Data Protection Act. 
We do not ask for ages of people making jthe reports, but occasionally a 
member of the public may, if they wish, v~lunteer the information. This has 
been explained to Miss Roberts in the att~ched draft letter. 

Authorisation 

I hereby give authorisation for the releas~ of the aforementioned information 
to the Applicant. : 

I 

~ I Grade/Rank: ....... ~................ NameL 
I 

i 

Authorisation Reference Number: DAS-~01 20/05 .................................... . 

oate: ......... .1. ?.1.~ .y:~~ .................... j- .. . 



Near Hook 
Hampshire 

Dear 

From: 
Directorate of Air Staff - Fr dom of Information 1 

MINISTRY OF DEFENC 
5th Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1 A 2HB 

Telephone (Direct dial) 
(Switchboard) 
(Fax) 

Your Reference: 

020 7218 2140 .. 
Our Reference: 
24-02-2005-110253-003 
Date: 
13 June 2005 

I am writing concerning your request for information for data relating to all UFOs reported in 
Hampshire during 2004-2005. Your request has been passed to the Department as we are the focal 
point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs. I apologise for the delay 
in responding to your request. 

First, it may be helpful ifl explain that the Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role 
in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters to the question of the existence or otherwise of 
extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date, 
the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. 

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of ~unidentified flying objects' it receives solely to 
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is 
any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or 
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom 
from an external source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not 
attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe that rational 
explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them if resources 
were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the futlction of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial 
identification service. It would be an inappropriate ;use of defence resources if we were to do so. 

I have looked through our sighting reports for the year 2004 and up to date in 2005 and have 
found two sighting reports in Hampshire, copies of which are enclosed. Personal data has been 
removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. Also, you asked for the ages and sex of 
the people that reported these sightings. We have no requirement for this information, so we do 
not ask the age of those making reports. Occasionally a member of the public may volunteer this 
information and it may be included in the remarks; section of the report. With regard to the sex of 
those who made these reports, both are from men. I hope this is helpful. 

If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect 
of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 



! 

AShould you remain dissatisfied, then you may ti pply for an internal review by contacting the 
~irector of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, M in Building, Whitehall, SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner lwill not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be fol.llld on the Commissioner's website, 
http:/ /informationcommissioner. gov. uk. 

Yours sincerely 
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Internal Transfer 
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Audit Trail 

Comments Log 

Saved Search Result 
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Actions 
Assign Within My Group 

Change Alert Settings 

Edit Request Details 
- - ----- uJ>To-adooc-umenf 

Close Case 

Take Ownership 

Editing the request details will initiate a new search. 
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results. 

Request Details 

Response Format Requested: ~..:-1 h;.::a:.:..rd::.;c=.::o:.r:p:.Ly _____ _. Language Requested D Welsh 

Dear Sir, Please can you give me details of UFO sighting reports received by the Ministry of Defence during 2004 and 
received to date in 2005. 

unwinl678e 

GxAITESTPTCDi 

07 March OS 

I would like data relating to all UFOs reported in Hampshire. I would like to know the date of each report, the time, the 
or village within Hampshire, a full description of the nature of the sighting - and an explanation of what the 

object was, if this was later established by the MOD. I~ ~_ddltion, I ~oul~ CI!S_~ li~~ __ to ~now where each _pe_~on who has 
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Dear Sir, Please can you give me details of UFO sighting reports received by 
the Ministry of Defence during 2004 and hose received to date in 2005. 
I would like data relating to all UFOs rep rted in Hampshire. I would like to 
know the date of each report, the time, th town or village within Hampshire, a 
full description of the nature of the sighti g - and an explanation of what the 
object was, if this was later established by the MOD. In addition, I would also 
like to know where each person who has ireported a sighting is from, and their 
age and sex. 

1 

Please could you post the information an~ photocopies of the relevant 
documents to the above postal address. Please call me on the number above 
if you need any further details to compy with this request. 

- - - --·--- - -· ---·-



REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING 

1. Date and time of sighting. 30 September 2004 
(Duration of sighting.) 21.10L 

2. Description of object. Just mentioned a sighting. 
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, 
brightness, noise.) 

3. Exact position of observer. Not given. 
Geographical location. 
(Indoors/ outdoors, 
stationary/moving.) 

' 

4. How object _was observed. Not given. 
(Naked eye, binoculars, other 
optical device, camera or 
camcorder.) 

5. Direction in which object was Not given. 
·-

first seen. 
(A landmark may be more helpful 
than a roughly estimated bearing.) 

6. Approximate distance. Not given. 

7. Movements and speed. Not given. 
(side to side, up or do~, 
constant, moving fast, slow) 

.. 

8. Weather conditions during Not given. 
observation. 
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear) 

1 



!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 
• 

9. To whom reported. 
(Police, military, press etc) 

10. Name, address and telephone no 
of informant. 

11. Other witnesses. 

12. Remarks. 

13. Date and time of receipt. 

Das answerphone. 

Not given. 

Not given. 

4 October 2004 
ll.OOL 

2 



REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING 

1. Date and time of sighting. 4 September 2004 
(Duration of sighting.) 14.30-14.45L 

2. Description of object. The object was a black cylinder rectangle 
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, shape and was the size of a house. The 
brightness, noise.) colour was black, but then depending on 

what angle you looked at it, it changed to 
bright silver and then to white. 

3. Exact position of observer. Outdoors/ stationary. 
Geographical location. 
(Indoors/ outdoors, 
stationary/moving.) 

4. How object_ was observed. The naked eye. 
(Naked eye, binoculars, other 
optical device, camera or 
camcorder.) 

5. Direction in which object was The object was seen hovering over 
first seen. Willbourg car-park next to-Aldershot Police 
(A landmark may be more helpful Station. 
than a roughly estimated bearing.) 

6. Approximate distance. Not given. 

7. Movements and speed. Was constantly moving slowly up and 
(side to side, up or do'Yfl, down in the sky. Said it looked like it was 
constant, moving fast, slow) going to land on top of them, as it moved 

horizontally and then vertically down -
towards him and his wife. 

8. Weather conditions during Very sunny, clear day. 
observation. 
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear) 

1 



• !REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

9. To whom reported. 
(Police, military, press etc) 

10. Name, address and telephone no 
of informant. 

11. Other witnesses. 

12. Remarks. · 

13. Date and time of receipt. 

Das answerphone. 

His wife, children, and said about 30 other 
people witnessed the object, who were also 
in the vicinity of the car park. 

Says that as they this object, 
sometimes, as it moved, it looked as thin as 
a pencil, and hovered for a good 15 
minutes. ~aid him, his wife and 
other peo~ry scared and that it 
was the weirdest and scariest thing to 
happen to his family in their lives so far. 
Said it was scary, because at one point, it 
looked like the object was going to land on 
top of them. That the object wasn't in a 
rush to move away from the area that they 
werem. 
6 September 2004 
ll.OOL 

2 



Dear 

I am writing concerning your e-mail message requesting information about sightings 
of 'unidentified flying objects' in the Warren Road area of Bexleyheath in 1952 and in 
King Harold's Way in 1955. Your message has been passed to me as this 
Department is the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 
UFOs. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence does not have any 
expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the 
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally 
open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD knows of no evidence which 
substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. The MOD examines any 
reports of 'UFOs' it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have 
some defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United 
Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air 
activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an 
external source, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or 
natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to 
provide this kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of 
public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. 

With regard to your request, I can inform you that it was generally the case that 
before 1967 all "UFO" files were destroyed after five years, as there was insufficient 
public interest in the subject to merit their permanent retention. Since 1967, following 
an increase in public interest in this subject "UFO" report files are now routinely 
preserved. Any files from the 1950s and early 1960s which did survive are available 
for examination at The National Archives, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, 
TW9 4DU. Details of opening times, how to access information, and their on-line 
catalogue, can be found on The National Archives website at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

I hope this is helpful. 

istry 
Directorate of Air Staff- Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H, 
Main Building L__ __ -" 

Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod.uk 

141
h June 2005 
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Dear Sir, 

GxAITESTPTCD1 

26 May 05 

Can I have information from MOD files re UFOs in the King Harold's Way area of Bexleyheath in 1955 and The 
Warren/Warren Road area of Bexleyheath in 1952. I have included details below from an article that was published in 

News Shopper newspaper about two years ago. 
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Dear Sir, 
Can I have information from MOD files re UFOs in the King Harold's Way area of 
Bexleyheath in 1955 and The Warren/Warren Road area ofBexleyheath in 1952. I 
have included details below from an article that was published in the News Shopper 
newspaper about two years ago. 

More than 47 years ago, an unidentified flying object was spotted in the Bexleyheath 
area by several people. 
Now a former policeman is doing research on the sightings. LINDA PIPER 
investigates ... 
TWO Bexley men, both now in their 60s, have recently been reliving their own X­
Files experiences from their childhood. 
Rodney Maynard, from Belvedere, who is now 62, has contacted the News Shopper to 
reveal he was one of the youngsters who saw the UFO featured in our September 4 
edition. 
Retired policeman John Hanson, from the West Midlands, was appealing for a group 
of children who saw the craft land in the King Harold's Way area of Bexleyheath in 
1955 to get in touch with him, as he is researching the incident for a book. 
Mr Maynard was 15 at the time and was working as a labourer on a building site in 
nearby Streamway. 
He remembers the incident vividly. 
"We were on our lunchbreak when we heard something was happening in King 
Harold's Way. So we went up there to have a look. 
"This thing had landed in the roadway. It took up the whole width of the road and 
overlapped onto the pavements. 
"It wasn't on the ground, it had about eight massive suckers. The centre was still, but 
the outer rim was spinning slowly and it had white lights flashing, like a camera 
flash," he recalled. 
"There were about 30 of us staring at it. We could hear it humming. 
"It had what looked like windows but the glass was concave and moulded together so 
you couldn't see in. A couple of us went forward to try and touch it and it began to 
spin faster. 
"Then it lifted slowly off the ground and hovered above our heads, tilting slightly." 
The craft moved slowly until it was over Bedonwell Primary School, where it stayed 
for about a minute, then shot up into the sky and disappeared. 
Mr Maynard, whose 16-year-old brother also saw the craft said: "It was black, sleek 
and streamlined with a surface like polished metal. It was very fine and beautiful. It 
certainly wasn't a prank." 
He went on: "I have never forgotten it but I don't talk about it because people would 
think you were barmy. 
"We used to talk about it among ourselves but our mums kept telling us we hadn't 
seen anything." 
As well as his brother, Mr Maynard listed several other pals who were also there: 
"Ron Deadman, Tony Savin, Vic Clarke, Tommy Staggs, we were all there." 
Ken Fairman knows just how he feels. 
Mr Fairman, from Bexleyheath, says he saw a very similar craft with his pal Roy 
Beadle three years before, in 1952. 
They were out walking Ray's dog at an old farmstead in Bexleyheath known as The 
Warren (now the Warren Road area). 



• • 

"It was late afternoon. We had just come home from Bexleyheath School and we had 
Ray's young border collie with us. We saw it come down and hover about 18ft above 
the ground. There was no noise at all. We threw ourselves down on the ground and 
watched it. The dog which was young and usually lively, lay down between us. We 
lost all track of time. 
"It was about 20 or 30ft wide, with terrifically bright white lights underneath. It 
looked very similar to the drawing in your September 4 issue. Then it shot off and 
disappeared from view before you could click your fingers. 
"I could still take you to the exact spot. I don't know how long we watched for but I 
got told off for being late home for tea. I told my parents but they thought I was 
crackers." 



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

Applicant: Mr Issac 

Case Number: 1 0-02-2005-092009-002 Expiry: 9 March 2005 

The Applicant has made the following request for information: 

1. Copies of all requests made under the FOIA between 1- 31 January 2005 in 
relation to the subject of "Unidentified Flying Objects" together with all 
documents relating to such requests including letters, e-mails or faxes in 
response to these requests (including any attachments). 

2. In so far as they discuss specifically responding to requests in relation to 
this topic (rather than requests under the FOIA generally), any relevant 
internal memoranda, emails, minutes of any relevant meetings, guidance 
notes and circulars. 

3. Any documents specifically discussing the possibility of publishing (under 
the MOD Publication Scheme) information provided under the FOIA in relation 
to UFOs or the proactive release of information pertaining to this subject 
pursuant to the policy stated on the penultimate page of the Defence Internal 
Brief dated 1 December 2004. 

Case for release of information 

When this request arrived I checked with DG Info whether there is anything to 
prevent individuals requesting copies of all the requests we have received and 
whether they are permitted to use pseudonyms. Apparently, the answer to 
both, is no. As there were 37 FOIA requests about UFOs in January 2005, I 
have been pursuing with Info-Access practical ways of putting these requests 
and replies in the Reading Room so that we could direct Mr Koi (and any 
other interested parties) to them. However, this has not been resolved due to 
the fact that some of the documents are not held electronically and until last 
week we had no working scanners. All the documents would also have to be 
redacted before scanning to remove personal data. As this request is now 
seriously overdue I have come up with a solution which I hope you will find 
acceptable. 

1. Under the FOIA the applicant is entitled to information, not documents. If 
we were to release copies of the documents they would have to be redacted 
to remove personal data. I have therefore copied each of the requests and 
our response into separate documents, thereby still providing the information 
Mr Koi requested. Where attachments have been sent to the applicants, these 
have now been scanned and are held electronically. This enables us to send 
Mr Koi all the requests, replies and attachments electronically as requested. 
This should also enable us to put this request and response into the Reading 
Room. 



.. 

2. There have been no meetings, guidance etc specifically about answering 
FOI requests about UFOs so there is no information that can be provided. 

3. I have had a few discussions with Info-Access staff about how we can get 
some of the information released in response to FOI requests into the 
Reading Room, but this was not recorded. We hold some internal papers 
concerning consultation between DIS, CTand UK Ops, Info-Access, Info­
Records and myself about future release of information into the Publication 
Scheme but this does not concern "information provided under the FOIA". I 
do not therefore believe this comes under the scope of this request. I have 
however, explained our plans for the future release of information to the 
applicant in the attached draft letter. 

Authorisation 

I hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information 
to the Applicant. 

E1_ 
Grade/Rank: ............. .............. Name: 

Ck.Jk;, o-.... ~s~k ~J~ h -t-~ ~ 
.}L LJJJ ~ p 
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From: 

Sent: 09 June 2005 09:42 

To: 

Subject: lnternet-authorised:Freedom of Information Request 

Dear Mr Koi 

I am writing concerning your request for information about 'unidentified flying objects'. I apologise for the time 
it has taken to send a response. This is due to the large number of requests we have received on this subject 
since the introduction of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

In January 2005 we received 37 Freedom of Information requests about UFOs and details of these together 
with our replies are attached as requested. Personal data about those who made these requests has not been 
supplied in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

With regard to your request for internal memoranda, emails, minutes of meetings, guidance notes and 
circulars which specifically discuss responding to Freedom of Information requests about UFOs, there are no 
such documents as these requests are treated in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, in 
exactly the same way as request about other subjects. 

You also requested information about the possibility of publishing information provided under the FOIA in 
relation to UFOs. Prior to the FOIA the MOD operated in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to 
Government (the Code) and requested information was released provided it did not fall under one of the 
exemptions in the Code. During the years immediately prior to the introduction of the Freedom of Information, 
the MOD developed a FOI Publication Scheme to proactively release information on a variety of subjects. 
Given the public interest in UFOs it was decided to include a few classes of information on this subject and 
these can be viewed on the internet at www.foi.mod,!.Jk. It is our intention to add further classes of information 
on UFOs to the Scheme in the near future and we have recently obtained the Information Commissioners 
approval for two new classes. These will be added as soon as we have had the opportunity to prepare the 
information for release. As you aware, the MOD has also now provided a "Reading Room" as part of the 
publication scheme. It is our intention to publish some of our replies to FOI requests here and we are pursuing 
practical ways to achieve this. We are also compiling a database of the UFO sightings which have been 
reported to the MOD and this will also be added to the Publication Scheme in the near future. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain about 
any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of 
Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information 
Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has been 
completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 

Yours sincerely, 

- nee 
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H, 
Main Building '--------~ 

Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A 2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@mod.uk 

9th June 2005 

09/06/2005 



Request 1 
Could you advise on how I can obtain the FS4 (Unidentified Flying 
Objects )reports to date. 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 24 January 2005 in which 
you requested information about "FS4 (Unidentified Flying Objects) 
reports". Your letter has been passed to this office as we are the focal 
point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

As your request currently stands I am unable to assist you as I do not 
recognise the term "FS4". Perhaps you could clarify your request if we 
are able to assist you? In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that 
there is already some information about UFOs available for public 
viewing. MOD files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 
1967 when they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A 
few have survived before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 
are now available for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at 
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 
020 8876 3444. The National Archives also have a website giving 
information about the records they hold and how to access them. This can 
be found on the internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The 
Ministry of Defence Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also 
contains documents relating to the well known events in Rendlesham 
Forest, Suffolk in 1980 and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working 
Party in 1951. These can be accessed via the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the Scheme under 'UFO' will take 
you to this information. We are looking to see if further information can 
be made available to the public and we are currently compiling a database 
of reports which we intend to publish in the MOD Freedom of 
Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful. 

The National Archives
Response FOI Request
Response to an FOI request for copies of all requests for information on UFOs received by MoD since the implementation of FOI in January 2005. Summaries of 37 requests attached.



r 
Request 2 
I would like to obtain a copy of the MOD's policy statement on the UFO 
phenomenon, as described on your website at 
http://www.foi.mod.uklclassesl.asp. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for a copy of the MOD's policy 
statement on UFOs. Your request has been passed to this Department as 
we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
regarding UFOs. 

I am sorry you have had trouble accessing this information on the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. For 
your information I have enclosed a copy of the statement. The Policy 
statement can be accessed by searching under 'UFO' on the website and 
then clicking on 'Policy'. This action will also allow you to view other 
released information on the Rendlesham Forest incident and the final 
report of the Flying Saucer Working Party. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



Attachment to Request 2 

MOD Policy on Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) 

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 
'UFO I flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise 
of extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. To 
date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of 
these alleged phenomena. 

The MOD examines any 'UFO' reports it receives solely to establish 
whether what was seen might have some defence significance; namely, 
whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might 
have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there 
is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external 
source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not 
attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We 
believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural 
phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this 
purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial 
identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence resources 
if we were to do so. 

If you wish to report a sighting or have any questions about the MOD's 
position regarding UFOs, you should write to the following address; 

Ministry of Defence 
Directorate of Air Staff- Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H 
Main Building 
London 
SW1A2HB 

Alternatively you can contact us on any of the following; 

Fax: or 
E-Mail: das-ufo-office@mod.uk 



Request 3 
Findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged UFO sighting above 
Craigluscar reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife. 

Photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 1990 

All correspondence, (letters, memos, etc) between ministers and civil 
servants relating to the incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 
December 1980. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your message dated 6 January in which you 
made a request under the Freedom of Information Act for information 
about Unidentified Flying Object (UFO) sightings. Your request has 
been passed to this department as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. 

First you requested the findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged 
UFO sighting above Craigluscar Reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife. Our 
records show that The Scottish Daily Record contacted the MOD in 
February 1994 concerning a UFO sighting report and some photographs 
that they had been sent by a member of the public. The individual 
reported travelled to Craigluscar Reservoir on the afternoon of 19th 
February 1994 to take some photographs of the Reservoir to assist with a 
painting of the area. He heard a humming noise, turned towards the 
Reservoir and saw a disc-like object, high in the sky, moving slowly in 
his direction. He described the object as metallic, with several points of 
diffused light on its underside, inside a darker coloured rim. He took two 
photographs before the object moved away to the west. Air defence 
staff were consulted at the time and records show that there had been no 
unusual radar returns. There is no indication that this sighting produced 
anything of defence concern. The photographs are not contained in our 
files and we assume they were returned to the Scottish Daily Record. 

You also requested a photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 
1990. The MOD does not produce photographs of UFO sightings. The 
only photographs the MOD holds are those which members of the public 
very occasionally send to us with their sighting reports. If requested these 
are returned to the individual, or if they do not want them returned, they 
are filed with the report in our files. We have examined our records for 
1990 and they contain no photographs relevant to your request. However, 
we have a record that two members of the public contacted The Scottish 
Daily Record to report a large diamond shape UFO hovering for about 10 



minutes before ascending vertically upwards at high speed. The witnesses 
said that during the sighting an RAF aircraft believed to be a Harrier was 
in the area. The sighting was over Cal vine, 20 miles north of Pitlochry at 
2100 hours on 4 August 1990. A number of colour photographs were 
taken and passed to The Scottish Daily Record, who in tum sent the 
negatives to the MOD. These were considered at the time and it was 
concluded that the jet was a Harrier. No definite conclusions were 
reached regarding large diamond-shaped object. Our records show that 
the original negatives were returned to The Scottish Daily Record. 

Finally, you asked for correspondence between ministers and civil 
servants relating to the incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 
December 1980. The MOD papers on this incident are already published 
in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme on the internet 
and can be viewed at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under 
'Rendlesham Forest' will take you directly to these documents. We are 
not aware of any specific internal correspondence about this incident 
which has not already been released. It is normal practice for officials to 
brief Ministers as to the background of parliamentary business, for 
example, when answering specific parliamentary questions. If this is the 
type of information you are seeking, it would be useful ifyou could 
clarify the information you are particularly searching for. 

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk 
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Reguest4 
I wish for any current and updated information into the two following 
incidents which occurred and where classed as 'UFO incidents'. These 
are the Berwyin Mountain Crash in Wales. I am not sure of exact date. 
The second one is on the Rendlesham Forest incident in Dec/Jan 
1980/1981. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about 'UFO 
incidents' in the Berwyn Mountains in Wales, and Rendlesham Forest, 
Suffolk. Your request has been passed to this Department because we are 
the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 
UFOs. 

The alleged events at the Berwyn Mountains took place on 24 January 
197 4 and the Ministry of Defence UFO records for this period are now 
open for public viewing at The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 4DU. Details of how to access information at The National 
Archives can be found on their website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 
A quick look at the archives catalogue (PROCAT) has revealed two files 
for this period that might hold relevant information. These are AIR 
2/18873 (Unidentified Flying Objects 1973-74) and AIR 2/18874 
(Unidentified Flying Objects 1974-75). 

All of the Ministry of Defence records about the Rendlesham Forest 
Incident have been included in the MOD Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme and can be viewed at www.foi.mod.uk. A search 
under "Rendlesham Forest" will take you directly to scanned images of 
these records. 

I hope this is helpful. 
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Reguest 5 
What's Area 51 and why do u say its not there when we have photos 
videos. What do they do in there?. Also have you really communicated 
with aliens?. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about Area 51 and 
contact with Aliens. Your enquiry has been passed to me as this office is 
the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 
unidentified flying objects (UFOs). 

Questions about Area 51 are a matter for the US Government. I suggest 
therefore that you may wish to look at the US Department of Defense 
website www.defenselink.mil/pubs/foi/ which includes details of how to 
make a request for information in accordance with the US Freedom of 
Information Act. 

With regard to your question about whether the Ministry of Defence has 
communicated with Aliens, the answer to this is no. The Ministry of 
Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying 
saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of 
extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I 
should add that to date the Ministry of Defence knows of no evidence 
which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. The 
Ministry of Defence examines any reports of 'UFOs' it receives solely to 
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; 
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace 
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. 
Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from 
an external source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such 
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as 
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not 
the function of the Ministry of Defence to provide this kind of aerial 
identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on 
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. 

If you wish to see the information the Ministry of Defence has already 
published on UFOs please see the MOD Freedom of Information Act 
Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk and search under UFO. 

I hope this is helpful. 

-----------------------------------------



Reguest 6 
Regarding to the incidents occurring from the 01/12/1980, could any 
photographs potentially have been taking and discarded for obvious 
reason by formal officers; and are there any at present available to see? 

Response 
It is not clear what "incidents" you are referring to. If you could be more 
specific we may be able to assist with your enquiry. 

In the meantime, please be aware that the only photographs the Ministry 
of Defence holds of sightings of unexplained aerial phenomena are those 
that are sent to us by members of the public. In general these photographs 
are returned to the individual if requested, or if they do not require them 
to be returned, they will be placed on our files with the individual's 
correspondence. We hold no separate record or file containing 
photographs. 



Request 7 
I want to receive the document of UFO written by SF4. 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 10 February 2005 in which 
you requested "to receive the document of UFO, written by SF4." 

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. Further, 
these records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the 
order in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. If however, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you 

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful. 



Request 8 
Please let me have details of Unidentified Flying Objects: 
MOD's policy statement on alleged UFO phenomenon, and reports which 
have been released to the public from as far back as possible. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for the 
Ministry of Defence policy on alleged 'unidentified flying object' 
phenomenon and reports which have been released to the public. Your 
request has been passed to this department as we are the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence does not 
have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to 
the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, 
about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the 
MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these 
alleged phenomena. Any reports of UFO sightings the MOD receives are 
examined solely to establish whether what was seen might have some 
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the 
United Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or 
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to 
the United Kingdom from an external military source, and to date no 
'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the 
precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that 
rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could 
be found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this 
kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of 
public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence 
remit. 

With regard to the records the MOD holds of such reports, these are kept 
on paper files in the order in which they are received and this department 
currently has such records spanning a 25 year period. These records are 
not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which 
they were received. In order to assist members of the public with 
enquiries about UFO sightings reported to the MOD, this department is 
currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to publish in 
the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 
2005. The Scheme which already contains some documents about UFOs, 
including a class of information on the well known events at Rendlesham 
Forest, Suffolk in December 1980, can be found on the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under 'UFO' will direct you to this 



information. In addition, there are MOD files on UFOs which are open 
to the public at The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 
4DU. The National Archives on line catalogue and details of how to 
access these records can be found on their website at 
http://www .nationalarchives.gov. uk. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, London SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk 
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Request 9 
Any documentation, correspondence or the contents of any files you hold 
on UFO sightings since July 1 2004. 

Any documentation, correspondence or the contents of any files you hold 
on research and studies relating to crop circles. 

Response 
I am writing concerning the two requests for information you made for 
"any documentation, correspondence or the contents of any files you hold 
on UFO sightings since July 1 2004" and "any documentation, 
correspondence or the contents of any files you hold on research and 
studies relating to crop circles". Your requests have been passed to this 
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs. 

With regard to your first request I should inform you that the records we 
hold of reports of UFO sightings and correspondence about UFOs (some 
of which also contain sighting reports) are not held electronically but are 
filed on paper files in the order in which they are received. Before any of 
this information can be released personal data has to be removed in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. If we were to process 
copies of all the records relevant to your request the costs would exceed 
the £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is 
not obliged to comply with your request. If however, you could be more 
specific about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist 
you. In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that we are compiling a 
database of UFO sighting reports which we intend to publish in the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005. If 
you wish to look at the Publication Scheme, it can be found on the 
internet at www.foi.mod.uk. 

As for your request concerning information about research and studies 
relating to crop circles, I am unable to provide any information as there is 
no evidence to suggest that these phenomena are caused by anything of 
military concern and the MOD does not therefore investigate reported 
sightings or carry out any research into them. 



Request 10 
I would like the details of all the reported Triangular UFO sightings 
between March 1st 1998 and the end of Aprill998. 

Response 
Your correspondence dated 30th December 2004 concerning reported 
Triangular UFO sightings between 1st March 1998 and the end of April 
1998 has been considered to be a request for information in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

We have examined all our available UFO reports and correspondence 
files for the period you have stated and have found a total of three reports 
which are relevant to your request. One of these was the report you made 
on 10 April1998. The details of the other two are as follows; 

1800 on 4 March 1998 to 0600 on 5 March 1998 
The MOD did not directly receive any UFO reports, but a UFO group 
informed us that they had received reports from some of their members. 
There were several different descriptions of what was seen but some of 
these described the object as being a dull grey or black triangular object, 
about the size of a conventional passenger jet, or smaller, with panelling 
or grooves underneath. Some of those reporting this described a low 
rumbling noise and others, no apparent engine noise. These sightings 
were between Mansfield (Nottinghamshire) and Shirebrook (Derbyshire). 

0100 to 0430 on 16 April1998 
MOD received a report of a large triangular object with flashing green 
and red lights seen in the area of Regents Park and Baker Street, London. 
Enquiries revealed that there was a Search and Rescue helicopter in the 
area involved in the movement of a casualty to St Mary's Hospital. 

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 



and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http/ /www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk. 
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Request 11 
I request the release of certain information concerning Unidentified 
Flying Objects (UFOs) in the UK. I understand the MOD's official line is 
that UFOs represent no threat to the defence of the UK and therefore all 
information relating to them is freely available under the FOI Act as it 
does not compromise national defence. 

I understand a number of UFO crashes have occured in the UK and the 
MOD holds files documenting as much information on each of them as it 
could compile. I am therefore requesting all information held by the 
MOD on the following crash incidents in the UK including copies of 
letter, official reports, studies and other documentation: 

5th May 1955- Brighton 
1Oth December 1963 - Cosford RAF Air Base 
26th & 27th December 1980 - Rendlesham Forest RAF I US Air Base. 

Please acknowledge your receipt of this email as soon as possible and 
arrange for the above requested documentation to be posted in hard copy 
to my address at the top of this email. I understand you now have 20 
working days to do this. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information regarding UFO 
sighting reports. Your requests have been passed to this Department as 
we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
regarding UFOs. 

First it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence does not 
have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/ flying saucer' matters or to 
the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, 
about which it remains totally open-minded. To date, the MOD knows of 
no evidence which substantiates the existence of these phenomena and we 
therefore have no information about alleged "UFO crashes". The MOD 
examines any 'UFO' reports it receives solely to establish whether what 
was seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is 
any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been 
compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is 
evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external 
source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do 
not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. 
We believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural 
phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this 



purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of 
aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence 
resources if we were to do so. 

With regard to your particular request, I should advise you that MOD 
files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when 
they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few did 
survive before 1967 and if these included any of the incidents you refer to 
in 1955 and 1963 they will now be at The National Archives. You can 
contact The National Archives at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National Archives 
also have a website giving information about the records they hold and 
how to access them. This can be found on the internet at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

All the surviving MOD documents concerning events at Rendlesham 
Forest in 1980 can be viewed at The Ministry of Defence Freedom of 
Information Publication Scheme www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the 
Scheme under 'Rendlesham Forest' will take you to this information. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



Request 12 
I would like information on united kingdom u.f.o sightings from 1900 to 
2004. 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 24 January 2005 in which 
you requested "information on u.f.o sightings from 1900 to 2004." Your 
request has been passed to this office as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, ifwe were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. If however, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you 

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry ofDefence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 



I hope this is helpful. 



• Request 13 
Information on ufo's. 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 25 January 2005 in which 
you requested "information on UFOs." Your request has been passed to 
this office as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. If however, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you 

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years untill967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful. 



• Request 14 
FOI Document release's from January 2004 to 2005, relating to 
Unidentified flying objects. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information for "FOI document 
releases from January 2004 to 2005, relating to Unidentified Flying 
Objects". Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the 
focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding 
UFOs. 

It is not clear what information you are seeking. The Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 did not come into force untill st January 2005. We 
have received FOI requests concerning UFOs and examples of these can 
be seen in the Reading Room of the MOD Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. This Scheme also contains other 
released information on UFOs. 

In addition we are looking to see if further information can be made 
available to the public and we are currently compiling a database of 
reports which we intend to publish in the Publication Scheme at the end 
of June 2005. 

The National Archives also hold UFO information. For details about the 
records and how to access them, can be found on their website at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



• Request 15 
Please could you send me the information that you have released on UFO 
and UFO sightings. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for released information on UFOs 
and UFO sightings. Your requests have been passed to this Department 
as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs. 

MOD files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years when they 
were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have 
survived from 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now 
available for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin 
Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. They can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. In addition, the Ministry 
of Defence Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains 
documents relating to well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk 
in 1980 and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. 
These can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search 
in the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



.. 

• Reguest 16 
I am looking for any documented information on the following reported 
UFO sightings:-

11 UFO radar sighting at RAF during May 1994. The UFO was 
also captured on video by Pinehurst, Swindon. The footage 
was featured on BBC's programme 'Fortean Review of 1994', with the 
commentary:- "and closer to home in Swindon, Wiltshire, this alien craft 
was filmed hovering over Pinehurst. Air Traffic controllers at nearby 
RAF Lyneham admitted the mystery vessel did appear on their radar 
screens." In a letter, dated 3rd April1997, Squadron Leade~ 
of Air Traffic Control RAF Lyneham said the following after I wrote to 
RAF Lyneham asking about the incident. Part of his reply was as 
follows:- "I believe 2 of my controllers were involved in a television 
programme on the subject; however, both have been posted elsewhere, 
and I cannot confirm details of what was witnessed on radar." 

2/ Sighting reported to the MOD in the sky by a witness at Crick, 
Matlock at around 2330 hrs on August 23rd 1994. This UFO sighting 
was recorded on video by another member of the public and was featured 
on lTV's programme 'Schofield's Quest', where a statement from the MoD 
concerning the sighting was read out. As well as the two reported UFOs, 
helicopters can be seen on the video footage heading towards the UFO. In 
a letter Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a, dated December 
14th 1995, it states :-"There were no military aircraft 
booked into Night Low Flying training sector 3A on the evening in 
question." 

3/ UFO sighting over Cardiff on May 11th 1996, reported to RAF St. 
A than. 

Response 
Further to my e-mail message of9 February concerning your request for 
information about three UFO sightings, I am now in a position to give 
you a substantive reply. I apologise for the delay, which was due to the 
need to retrieve and search a large amount of material held in Archives. 

With regard to your first request, a search of our records for the whole of 
1994 has revealed no documents relating to the alleged incident near RAF 
Lyneham in May 1994. It is possible that RAF Lyneham handled this 
incident and subsequent press interest locally. I have contacted 
RAF Lyneham on your behalf, but they have been unable to locate any 
relevant surviving information about these events. 



For your second request I have located documents concerning a report 
from a family in Crick, Matlock who reported lights seen over Crick on 
23 August 1994 at 2130 hours and again on 24 August 1994 at 21 00 
hours. There are also two file notes concerning a request for information 
from Schofield's Quest. Copies of these documents are enclosed for your 
information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998. 

The only UFO sighting report we received relevant to your third request 
was the one you made to RAF St Athan on 11th May 1996. I enclose a 
copy for your information. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www. informationcommissioner .gov. uk. 
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SIGHTING -23 - 2345 HRS - MANSFIELD SHIREBROOK AREA 

I can confirm that we did not receive any reports of 
unexplained aerial phenomena which fit in with the location/ 
timing above. 

I asked the low flying complaints cell to run a log and trace 
to see whether there were any military low flying training 
activities that evening (helos, jets, props) and nothing at all 
was booked in the relevant Night Low Flying Sector 3A. 

Ad-A=- r -h­

·~~0 •ere 
ScloFEJJ s o~t-. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---
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4 Oct 95 

SIGHTING - 23 AUG 94 - 2345 HRS - MANSFIELD/SHIREBROOK AREA 

Further to my note of yesterday, in response to the query from 
"Schofields Quest", I understand that the sighting was in fact 
in 1994 and not this year. I have therefore looked at our 
files for last year and also requested another interrogation of 
the night military low flying system. 

We did receive a report of "two lights in the sky" from a 
witness in erich, Matlock, at around 2330 hrs on 23 Aug 94. 
However, we are satisfied that the sighting did not represent a 
matter of defence concern. 

No military aircraft were booked into Night Low Flying training 
sector 3A on the evening in question . 

- - - -· ·--· - --· - ------ - - --------- ----- - - - -
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!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 

Rr.PORT OF AN 'UNIDEN'I"IfUjQ FL\'ING OBJEct 

b. Telephone: 

c. Date. time a.nd duration of sighting: 

ll May 96 12.45 hrs L for less than one minute 

J2tsjpdon of olziect: 

Bright white light. solid no shape. No $tl'obe ligl:lU. 

Oubidc front door of"house looking towards central Cardiff' 

t. How ohseeyed: (naked eye, binoculars. other optical device. still or video camera). 

Naked eye 

g. t!b's;Pon in whf~ tbc gbjcc;t was first seen; (A landmaric may be more useful than a 
badly estimated. bearing). 

Came from behind trees and went towards Newport Road. • west 

h. Agple ofsiaht: .· 

Above tree 1i11e 

I. Uila.JJtW (By reference to a latown landmark wherever possible) 

Half to one mile 

j. Moyemems: 

Loft to right smOothly a.nd. iUtor than any aircraft 

\4- \-

1700'39tld NOlAt:J~a 153M N3JWWOJ WO~~ SI:s 86, At:IW £I 



~AY ' 96 1 ~ :30 FROM COMMCEN ST ATHAN TO 

!REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! . 

. Quiteclear 

L Neamv objects: (Telephone Jines; high voltage lines; reservoir, lake or dam; swamp or 
manb; river; high buOdings; tall chimneys; steeples; spires; TV or radio masts; airfields; 
geuemlng plant, filctories; pits or other sipts with flOodlight$ or other night lighting). 

Nothing 

m. TQ whom re;ort.ed: (Police, mllitary organisatioll$, the prC15 ctli). 

RAF St Athans Ceuttal Pollee Car~ Gwent Police and Card.Hf Airport 

n. MY. background on the infum!4!1Lt.bat maY be volunteered: 
- . 

Third siJhtlng from this street in three yeua-seemed veey anxious to ask lots ~~ 
of quations. this seema to bo a bit of a hobby and a regular oceu:rrence - he also went to the 
prc:sa with it, askins for =y other wiUleSses to phone him. 

0. Qtltet wl1\WMI: 

and-both loeal to Cardiff and friends. 

No 

q. 

S0B'39tld N01Atl~a 153M N33WW03 WO~~ 91 : 8 96, AtiW St 



Request 17 
Please could you let me know the number of UFO sightings reported by 
the public in the last 50 years. 

Response 
Thank you for your e-mail of 16 January concerning the number of UFO 
sightings reported in the last 50 years. Your request has been passed to 
this department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence 
for correspondence regarding UFOs. Your request has been considered in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Please find attached a list of the number of UFO sighting reports received 
by the MOD since 1959. We do not hold figures before 1959. These 
figures are not held by source (i.e. members of the public, military, 
civilian pilots, air traffic controller, police etc) so these show the total 
number of reports received per year from all sources. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal process has been completed. Further details of the role and 
powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www .informationcommissioner. gov. uk. 



Attachment 
NUMBERS OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED 

TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

Figures from before 1959 are not available. 

N .B. The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of 
Defence, of aerial activity which was not immediately identifiable to the witness. 
They should not be taken to reflect sightings of"UFOs/flying saucers". 

1959-22 
1960-31 
1961 -71 
1962-46 
1963-51 
1964-74 
1965-56 
1966-95 
1967-362 
1968-280 
1969-228 
1970-181 
1971-379 
1972-201 
1973-233 
1974-177 
1975-208 
1976-200 
1977-435 
1978-750 
1979-550 
1980-350 
1981-600 
1982-250 
1983-390 
1984-214 
1985-177 
1986- 120 
1987- 150 
1988-397 
1989-258 
1990-209 
1991-117 
1992-147 
1993-258 
1994-250 
1995-373 



1996-609 
1997-425 
1998- 193 
1999-229 
2000-210 
2001-203 
2002-100 
2003-99 
2004-85 
2005-4 



Request 18 
All information on UFO's please. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information on the Rendlesham 
Forest Incident. Your request has been passed to this Department as we 
are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
regarding UFOs. 

You may wish to be aware that all the surviving MOD documents relating 
to the Rendlesham Forest incident have been released into the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and can be viewed on the 
internet at www.foi.mod.uk. A search under "Rendlesham Forest" will 
take you directly to these documents. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



Request 19 
I request as much information (reports ... etc) on unidentified flying 
objects. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your message of 16 January in which you 
requested information from the Ministry of Defence about UFOs. Your 
message has been passed to this office, as we are the focal point within 
the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the MOD does not have any 
expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the 
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, about 
which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD 
knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged 
phenomena. 

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports ofUFOs it receives solely 
to establish whether what was seen might have some defence 
significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United 
Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or 
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to 
the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no 'UFO' report 
has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise 
nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that rational 
explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found 
for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of 
aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public 
funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. 

With regard to the files the MOD holds on UFOs, these span a 25 year 
period and the vast majority contain reports and correspondence sent to 
the MOD, filed in the order in which they were received. These records 
are not held electronically. Any information released from these files has 
to be redacted in order to remove personal data in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998 and it is not therefore possible to supply all the 
information you are seeking. If however, you would like to specify 
exactly what information you are seeking we may be able to assist you. In 
the meantime, the MOD has released some information on UFOs into our 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme which can be found at 
www.foi.mod.uk. A search under UFO will take you to all the classes 
currently in the Scheme. 
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Request 20 
I require all reports/documents containing information on any form of 
experimentation within the u.k. I also require all files containing any 
significant words such as Aliens, exta-terrestial and unidentified Objects. 
Also I require reports or documents of events containing RAF Rudloe 
Manor and the surrounding areas. 

Response 
You originally requested information from the Ministry of Defence about 
UFOs on 16 January. My sought clarification of 
your request on 24 January, which appears to have crossed with your 
further request for information about UFOs which you sent on 21 
January. Your letter has been passed to this office as we are the focal 
point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

I am afraid that in its current form it is still not possible for us to answer 
your request. As my colleague advised you, the Ministry of Defence 
holds details of UFO sightings reported to the MOD and public 
correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contain sighting 
reports) spanning a 25 year period. These records are not held 
electronically, but are held on paper files in the order in which they were 
received. Before any of this information can be released personal data 
has to be removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these records the costs would 
quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided by Section 12 of the 
Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. 
If however, if you could be more specific about the information you are 
seeking we may be able to assist you. For example, I do not understand 
what you are seeking in relation to "any form of experimentation within 
the UK". Also, it is simply not possible to extract files containing "words 
such as Aliens ... " etc. It would be helpful if you could be more specific. 

You may wish to be aware that there is already some information about 
UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on UFOs were routinely 
destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally preserved for 
The National Archives. A few have survived before 1967 and these 
together with records up to 1977 are now available for viewing. The 
National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. The National 
Archives also have a website giving information about the records they 
hold and how to access them. This can be found on the internet at 
http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence Freedom of 



Information Publication Scheme also contains documents relating to the 
well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 and the final 
report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These can be accessed 
via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the Scheme under 
'UFO' will take you to this information. We are looking to see if further 
information can be made available to the public and we are currently 
compiling a database of reports which we intend to publish in the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful. 



Request 21 
All and everything on UFO' s , sightings etc. 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 24 January 2005 in which 
you requested "all and everything on UFOs, sightings etc." Your request 
has been passed to this office as we are the focal point within the Ministry 
of Defence for correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. If however, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you 

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful 



Request 22 
With regard to the Rendlesham Forest UFO incident of27128 December 
1980, I wish to have the following questions answered. 
1. Have any of the reported aerial I landed I near landed objects been 
identified? 
2. During the years following December 28, 1980, was information 
pertaining to any parts of the Rendlesham Incident withheld from the 
public domain? 
3. If "yes" to Q2, why was this information denied public scrutiny? 
4. If applicable, do you have for release, - to send to me - a copy of any 
original document I memo that will support the official suppression of the 
Rendlesham incident?. 

Response 
Thank you for your letter dated 3 January regarding your Freedom of 
Information request for information about the alleged UFO incident at 
Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in December 1980. 

In response to your questions; 

(1) The MOD records of the period contain no evidence that anything was 
positively identified as landing at Rendlesham Forest on 28 December 
1980. 

(2-4) Until 31 December 2004 in accordance with the provisions of the 
Public Records Act of 1958 and 1967, by law all Government files were 
closed from public viewing for 30 years after completion of the last 
action. This Act of Parliament applied to all Government files, and not 
just those containing information about UFO sightings. In 1994 the 
Government introduced the Code of Practice on Access to Government 
Information (the Code). This was not legislation, but a Citizen's Charter 
which encouraged the provision of information unless its disclosure 
would, for example, cause harm to defence, invade on an individual's 
privacy, or it would take an unreasonable diversion of resources to 
respond to a request. Information requested was supplied wherever 
possible providing it did not fall under one of the exemptions in the Code. 
In July 2002 a member of the public made a request under the Code for a 
copy of the documents the MOD holds on these events and they were 
released, with personal data removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. A few papers were initially withheld under 
exemptions of the Code, but these were also later released following an 
appeal. All of these papers can now be accessed via the MOD Freedom 
of Information Publication Scheme on the internet at 



http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under Rendlesham Forest will take you 
directly to them. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http:/ /www.informationcommissioner.gov. uk. 



...-------------- ------- ~ ~ -----------------------. 

Request 23 
Title : Unidentified Flying Objects 
Reported by the "Flying Saucer" Working Party 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information for "Unidentified 
Flying Objects reported by the Flying Saucer Working Party". Your 
request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. 

The Flying Saucer Working Party was set up in August 1950 and 
dissolved in June 1951. All the surviving papers are now open to the 
public at The National Archives. You can contact The National Archives 
at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU, by telephone on 
+44 20 8876 34444 or via their website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 
The final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party has also been 
included in the Ministry of Defence Freedom of Information Publication 
Scheme and can be viewed on the internet at www.foi.mod.uk. Please 
search under 'UFO' and then use the link for 'Reports' which will allow 
you to view an image of the document. 

I hope this is helpful. 



,. !REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT! 
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would like to know the number and 
location of UFO Sightings to date in Flintshire, and if any action was 
taken by the Ministry of Defence as a result. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for a list of 
the number and location ofUFO sightings to date in Flintshire. Your 
request has been passed to this department as we are the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. 

This department holds details of UFO sightings reported to the MOD and 
public correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contains sighting 
reports) spanning a 25 year period. These records are not held 
electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which they were 
received. It is possible that amongst these documents there are reports 
from Flintshire, but in order to gather the information you are seeking, a 
manual search of the whole 25 year period of records would be required. 
It has been assessed that the cost of such an exercise would exceed the 
permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information 
Act and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is 
not obliged to comply with your request. 

You may wish to be aware, however, that in order to assist members of 
the public with enquiries about UFO sightings reported to the MOD, this 
department is currently compiling a database of reports which we intend 
to publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. The Scheme can be found on the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. You may wish to wait until this is published as 
this might answer your enquiry in full. In the meantime, we could assist 
you with the information you are seeking if you reduce or refine your 
request to allow a limited search of records and to bring the cost of 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act under the permitted 
limit. I suggest this would equate to records spanning a one or two year 
period. Please contact me if you require further advice and assistance on 
refining your request. If I do not hear from you by 28 February 2005 I 
will assume that you do not wish to pursue this request further. 

If you are dissatisfied with this decision or wish to complain about any 
aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the 
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then 
you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of 
Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, 



MOD Main Building, Whitehall, London, SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http:/ /www.informationcommissioner.gov. uk. 



~------------

Request 25 
File containing the MOD's investigations into Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs ), including minutes of any internal departmental 
committees set up in the ministry or its predecessor departments, and any 
reports made to ministers or other Governments or international agencies 
on UFOs. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your freedom of information request for 
information about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs ). Your request has 
been passed to this department as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. 

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the MOD does not have any 
expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the 
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, about 
which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD 
knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged 
phenomena. The MOD examines any reports of 'UFO' it receives solely to 
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; 
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace 
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. 
Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from 
an external military source, and to date no 'UFO' report has revealed such 
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as 
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not 
the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification 
service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on 
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. 

With regard to your particular request, I can inform you that the MOD 
does not generally investigate reports of UFO sightings. Reports provided 
to us are examined, but consultation with air defence staff and others as 
necessary is considered only where there is sufficient evidence to suggest 
a breach of UK air space. The vast majority of reports we receive are very 
sketchy and vague. Only a handful of reports in recent years have 
warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a 
threat. All the reports and correspondence we receive is filed on paper 
files in the order in which it was received. No separate record is kept of 
any particular type of report. These records are not held electronically. 
As we currently have files which span a 25 year period, I hope you will 
appreciate that to supply copies of all of these records would exceed the 



£600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act as 
provided by Section 12 of the Act and the Ministry of Defence is not 
therefore obliged to comply with your request. If however, you would 
like to be more specific or refine your request we may be able to assist 
you. 

You also asked for the minutes of any internal departmental committees. 
There have been no "committees" within the MOD to discuss UFOs. In 
August 1950 a Working Party was set up to investigate flying saucer 
phenomenon. The report was presented to a meeting of the 
Joint Technical Intelligence Committee who decided that "the document 
should be regarded as the final report and, in view of the conclusions the 
Working Party should be dissolved". All of the documents of the Flying 
Saucer Working Party are now held in The National Archives, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. The National Archive online catalogue 
and details of how to access records can be found on their website at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. In addition the final report of the 
Flying Saucer Working Party dated June 1951 can be viewed on the 
MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. Please search under "UFO" and then under 
"Report" to navigate to this document. 

Finally, you asked for any reports made to Ministers or other 
Governments or international agencies on UFOs. We are not aware of 
any specific reports made to Ministers or other Governments about UFOs. 
However, it is normal practice for officials to brief incoming Ministers as 
to the background of parliamentary business and for example, when 
answering specific parliamentary questions. If this is the type of 
information you are seeking, again it would be helpful if you could clarify 
the information you are particularly searching for. 

We are unaware of any records when other Governments or international 
agencies have sought to discuss UFO issues with the UK. However, our 
files indicate that in September 1978, at the 33rd Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly, the Grenadian delegation sought to establish 
a working group of the UN to evaluate UFO reports. The British 
delegation did not think that such an agency was appropriate to the 
function of the UN and did not support this proposal. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact this department in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 



• 

by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWlA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www .informationcommissioner .gov. uk. 



---
Request 26 
I am interested in a UFO sighting that occured on 19th June 1978 and was 
subsequently reported to RAF Brize Norton and the investigation that was 
carried out afterwards by your department. My family reported the 
sighting and was involved in the investigation. 

Do you have any records pertaining to this incident and can I have a copy 
of them. 

Response 
Thank you for your request for information concerning a UFO sighting 
on 19th June 1978. 

All the surviving Ministry of Defence UFO records for this period are 
available for viewing at The National Archives, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey. Details of how to access records at The National 
Archives and their on line catalogue can be found at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. A quick search of the catalogue has 
revealed a file which might be relevant to your enquiry. It is titled UFO 
Reports and Correspondence: June-August 1978 (National Archives 
Reference- DEFE 24/1210). 

I hope this is helpful. 



Request 27 
Could you please send me copies of intelligence and investigation reports 
on allegations and sightings of"UFO's" (Unidentified flying objects) 
within the UK and the UK airspace, particularly, but not restricted to, 
Scotland, the outcomes of these investigations I reports and any future 
plans in relations to these allegations I investigations I reports. 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 26 January 2005 in which 
you requested "copies of intelligence and investigation reports on 
allegations and sightings of UFOs with the UK and the UK airspace, 
particularly, but not restricted to, Scotland, the outcomes of these 
investigations/reports and any future plans in relation to these 
allegations/invetigations/reports." Your request has been passed to this 
office as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. We do 
not routinely investigate such reports. Further, these records are not held 
electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which they were 
received. Before any of this information can be released personal data 
has to be removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these records the costs would 
quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided by Section 12 of the 
Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. 
If however, if you could be more specific about the information you are 
seeking we may be able to assist you 

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 



and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at htt,p://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful 



Request 28 
I just learned that the British Government (Ministry of Defense) has 
released (declassified) many documents relating to UFOs and Xfiles. I 
would like to obtain some of these documents, but I cannot find the link 
(website). I had found the link a few days ago, but inadvertantly deleted 
it. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about recently 
released MOD information on UFO sightings. Your requests have been 
passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of 
Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs. 

Some MOD UFO records from the early 1970's were released at The 
National Archives in January 2005. For details please see The National 
Archives website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk where you can access 
their online catalogue for details. In addition there is information on 
UFOs in the MOD FOI Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



• 
Request 29 
1. Please could I have all paperwork regarding the most credible reports 
of a possible visit by extraterrestrial life-forms is one made by an RAF 
pilot and two NCOs at RAF Boulmer in Northumberland. 

2. Please could I have all paperwork regarding a British Airways Tri-Star 
on a return flight from Portugal in July 1976 was involved in an incident 
which led to the scrambling of fighter jets (Please see the Independents 
article) 

3. Please could I have all paperwork regarding details of the Independent 
article­
http:llnews.independent.co.uk/uk/politicslstory.jsp?story=603470. 

4. Is there any evidence that MOD or the Government making any 
contacts with any UFOs in past 100 years? 

5. Has UFOs been in any form of communication to the Government I 
MOD? Any evidence that UFOs has been existed? 

6. Has MOD I Government enter any agreements with the UFO? 

7. Is there any type of UFOs or are any reports are regarding to the same 
type of the UFOs?. 

8. If UFO are existed, then would the Government allow the citizens to 
know the information or would they put that as strictly withheld from the 
public? 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about 'unidentified 
flying objects'. Your request has been passed to this department because 
we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
about UFOs. I will answer your questions I requests in the same order as 
your message. 

(1 & 2). The link to The Independent articles mentioned in your message 
is not working, but I am aware that the newspaper has produced two 
articles concerning the release ofUFO information. The first of these 
refers to the incidents you mention in paragraph 1 and 2 of your message 
and was written following the release of information at The National 
Archives in January. This information is no longer held by the MOD as it 
is now open for public viewing at The National Archives. Details of how 



to access information at The National Archives can be found on their 
website at www .nationalarchives. gov. uk. 

(3). The second article in The Independent followed a Freedom of 
Information request for a list of UFO reports received by the MOD. I 
attach a copy of the information given to the newspaper which you may 
find useful. Personal details about the people who made these reports was 
withheld in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. With regard 
to your request for all the paperwork about these reports, I should inform 
you that this information is not held electronically, but these basic details 
were extracted from paper files in order to answer this request. Before 
copies of these reports could be released, they would have to be copied 
and all personal data would have to be removed in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998. We estimate that to conduct this exercise for 
all of the reports listed here would exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by 
Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply 
with your request. If however, you wish to be more specific about the 
information you are seeking we may be able to assist you further. In the 
meantime you may wish to be aware that we are compiling a database of 
all the UFO reports we hold and we intend to publish it at the end of June 
in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme, which can be 
found at www.foi.mod.uk. 

( 4 to 6). The MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of 
'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or 
otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally 
open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD knows of no evidence 
which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. 

(7). As you will see from the attached list, the UFO sighting reports we 
receive describe objects of various shapes and colours. 

(8). This is a hypothetical question as the MOD knows of no evidence 
of the existence of such phenomena. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact this department in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB. 

-------------------------------- ----------
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If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http:/ /www.informationcommissioner.gov .uk. 



Request 30 
On April 28th 1967 I, along with 100 others including school teachers, 
witnessed a silver UFO pass over Torquay, Devon at approx 11.30 am. 
The UFO travelled towards Brixham, Devon where it remained stationary 
for approx. 1 hour. The object was observed by the Brixham Coastguards 
which was reported to the RAF in Plymouth. According to report the 
object after remaining stationary over the town proceded to fly off. I feel 
that the HM Coastguards must have made a report of this sighting to the 
authorities, as a matter of procedure. 

Under the Information of Freedom Act, I would be very grateful if you 
would look into this matter. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about the UFO that 
you witnessed in Devon in 1967. Your request has been passed to this 
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs. 

Any surviving information from this period will now be held at The 
National Archives. I should inform you that MOD files on UFOs were 
routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally 
preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived before 1967 
and these together with records up to 1977 are now available for viewing. 
The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National 
Archives also have a website giving information about the records they 
hold and how to access them. This can be found on the internet at 
http://www .nationalarchives.go.uk. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



Reguest31 
I would be grateful if you can please send me hard copies of all 
documentation held on the sighting of unidentified flying 
objects(UFOs)flying over or close to U.K. and U.S. military installations 
based on the UK mainland. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information regarding reports of 
UFO sightings over or close to UK or US military installations based on 
the UK mainland. Your request has been passed to this Department as we 
are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
about UFOs. 

This Department currently holds UFO sighting reports and 
correspondence files which contain reports made to the MOD over the 
past 25 years. These reports are filed in the order in which they were 
received and are not segregated by either source or location. It is possible 
that amongst this vast amount of information there may be reports 
relevant to your request, but without examining every one of the hundreds 
(possibly thousands) of reports contained in these files, it is impossible 
for us to identify those of particular interest to you. However, we are 
committed to providing requested information wherever possible, so if 
you would care to specify a period of time (ie 1-2 years) we could 
examine our files for that period and consider the release of copies of any 
relevant documents found. 

I hope this is helpful. Please inform me if you wish to proceed with your 
request on this basis. 



Reguest32 
Re events at RAF Bentwaters I RAF Woodbridge UFO incident back in 
26th to 29th December 1980. The events were investigated personally by 
Bentwater CO - Deputy Base Commander Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Holt (also by US Dept of Defense). Popularly known as the Rendlesham 
Forest Incident. Date on this event most appreciated. 

Other UFO reports include the July 1977 one by Flt Lt AM Wood at 
RAF Boulmer in Northumberland. Radar confirmed this at RAF Boulmer 
and also at RAF Staxton Wold. I understand the above is now 
declassified. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information relating to the 
incidents at RAF Bentwater/RAF Woodbridge and RAF Boulmer. Your 
requests has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs. 

All the documents concerning the events at Rendlesham Forest have been 
released and can be viewed at the MOD Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme via the internet at www.foi.mod.uk. A search under 
'Rendlesham Forest' will take you straight to this information. 

With regard to your request for information about a UFO sighting at RAF 
Boulmer in 1977, this information was released at the National Archives 
in January 2005. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin 
Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 
3444. The National Archives also has a website giving information about 
the records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 



Reguest33 
Please publish a full list of unexplained sightings of Unidentified Flying 
Objects in this country. 

Request later refined to a two year period. 

1st Response (See Annex A) 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request about UFO 
sighting reports received by the Ministry of Defence. Thank you for 
refining your request to a two year period of the most recent sightings. 

Please see attached details of UFO sightings received for 2004 and those 
received to date in 2005, as requested. Personal data about the people 
who reported these sightings has not been included in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998. We have recalled our files from Archives 
which contain the reports for 2003 and I will send you similar details as 
soon as these arrive. 

I hope this information is helpful. I will write to you again as soon as 
possible with the outstanding information. 

2nd Response (See Annex B) 
Further to my e-mail message of 1 February, please find attached the 
remaining information which you requested concerning UFO sighting 
reports the MOD received for sightings in 2003. I apologise for the delay 
in sending this information. 

With regard to your subsequent e-mail in which you requested further 
details about those who made these reports, I should inform you that we 
do not request information about the sex, occupation or age of those 
reporting these sightings. Often it is obvious what sex the witness is by 
their name, but we do not keep statistics on how many reports are 
received from men and how many from women. Some people will give 
details of their occupation if they think it may be relevant and where these 
have been supplied for the reports made in 2003, I have included them in 
the attached table. For those reports supplied with my last e-mail, only 
one gave their occupation and that was for 19 July 2004 from Wellford, 
Berkshire which was supplied by staff working for a Newspaper. With 
regard to the ages of witnesses, it is very unusual for people to give their 
age when making a report. 

You also asked about the circumstances in which the sightings were made 
and what the MOD said about them. It may be helpful if I explain that 



the MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying 
saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of 
extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I 
should add that to date the MOD knows of no evidence which 
substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. Reports of 'UFO' 
sightings we receive are examined solely to establish whether what was 
seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any 
evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been 
compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is 
evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external 
source, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as 
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not 
the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification 
service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on 
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. None of the 
reports received during the period of your request for information have 
been considered to be of defence concern. 

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact this office in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, London SWlA 2HB. 



• 
Request 33 - Annex A 

UFO sighting reports received by the MOD 

2005 

Date Time Town I Village County Brief Description of Sighting 

14-Jan-05 00:24 Leeds West Yorkshire Two bright lights, round, and orange in colour. 

A bright light was seen heading towards the earth through the 
14-Jan-05 St Clements Cornwall clouds. 

15-Jan-05 23:15 Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire Just said it was a flying saucer. 

Chatteris Cambridgeshire Just said that it was a sighting. 

Whitstable Kent Strange lights were seen in the sky. 

2004 

Date Time Town I Village County Brief Description of Sighting 
02-Jan-04 04:30 Ayr Strathclyde A square red object, pinkish at the front. 

One large black triangular aircraft with three bright lights in a 
09-Jan-04 14:00 Market Harborough Leicestersh ire triangle formation. There was a rumbling sound. 

09-Jan-04 22:30 Thaxted Essex Stranqe liqht that was watched for one and a half hours. 
12-Jan-04 16:30 Huddersfield West Yorkshire Round object with white lights all around it. 

27-Jan-04 21:00 Peterborough Cambridgeshire Four dull red lights above the house, travelling fast and low. 

27-Jan-04 23:08 Retford Nottinqhamshire One object seen over Retford Town Hall. 
28-Jan-04 18:30 Peterborough Cambridgeshire Flashing green lights 1 000-5000ft up in the sky. 

28-Jan-04 18.15 Billingsley Shropshire Lights in the night sky flying in formation. 
Object appeared to be a soundless pair of lights, one yellow, the 

04-Feb-04 06:15 Grosmont North Yorkshire other white. No discernable shape. 

08-Feb-04 21:45 Ely Cambridgeshire Four lights, one brighter than the others, sometimes fading. 
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Two objects, described as a fast pair of speeding lights - very 

11-Feb-04 21:05 Hoi beach Lincolnshire fast bright light. 
18-Feb-04 16:02 Rhyl Clwyd LarQe black object over Rhyl. 

Yellow light in a circular formation. The flash shot across the sky 
01-Mar-04 20:00 Lowest oft Suffolk and the lights went out. 
17-Mar-04 20:20 EdinburQh Lothian Fast movinQ briQht liQht. 

Large ball of light. Looked like a rocket. No sound generally, but 
25-Mar-04 22:10 Leighton Buzzard Bedfordshire at times, a slight whirring sound. 

Saw the object at 17:30 Sri Lankan time. The object looked like 
a ring doughnut and was orange and had other rings of colour 

27-Mar-04 Sri Lanka surroundinQ it too. 
02-Apr-04 12:30 West Kilbride Ayrshire One sphere. 
09-Apr-04 17:57 Greater Chesterford Essex 60ft long symmetrical object. 

Just said it was an object. That it was flying over very fast and 
09-Apr-04 19:30 Dim church Kent then disappeared. 

Saw a UFO, with a cluster of four bright lights in a ring shape on 
it. Three beams of white light shone upwards and then 

11-Apr-04 20:43 Seaforth Merseyside disappeared. 
14-Apr-04 10:30 WellinQborouQh North ants A round object was flvinq overhead at a very fast speed. 

Looked like a Jellyfish flying in the sky. May have had two bright 
14-Apr-04 20:27 Honley West Yorkshire lights on the side of the object. 
15-Apr-04 22:20 West Kilbride Ayrshire Yellow sphere. Very bright. 
16-Apr-04 22:40 West Kilbride Ayrshire Yellow sphere. 
16-Apr-04 22:55 West Kilbride Ayrshire Yellow sphere. 

Two objects travelling together. They climbed at an incredible 
19-Apr-04 22:10 Filev North Yorkshire speed, and headed south down the coast. 

The object looked like a boomerang and was stationary over a 
22-Apr-04 16:30 Goole East Yorkshire power station. An aircraft was circlinQ the object. 

22-Apr-04 Queensbury West Yorkshire Just said an object. 
25-Apr-04 08:50 Primrose Hill London The object was a rectanole shape with a white light. 

Four bright lights, plus the outer circle of the round object, had 
29-Apr-04 22:30 Derby Derbyshire eight lights going round in a clockwise direction. 

05-May-04 23:10 Kings Lynn Norfolk A bright, pulsing-spider looking object. 



10-May-04 22:45 Storth Cumbria Looked like a bright star and was moving around like a kite. 
10-May-04 22:47 West Kilbride Ayrshire Two yellow spheres, QoinQ at a tremendous speed. 
14-May-04 03:10 Leeds West Yorkshire A very bright light and also saw strobe lights near the bright light. 
15-May-04 West Kilbride Ayrshire Two spheres. 
17-May-04 West Kilbride Ayrshire One sphere. 
19-May-04 23:20 West Kilbride Ayrshire Large bright sphere. 

The witness had seen the object so clearly, that grooves and 
20-May-04 09:43 Surrey windows could be seen and no room for humans to fit within it. 
20-May-04 11:15 Nelson Lancashire The object was white in colour and 'chewy mint' shaped. 
20-May-04 13:30 Skipton North Yorkshire Looked like a light, transparent ring. 

Two objects were both an orange colour and were disc shaped. 
22-May-04 23:50 They looked like aircraft without winQs and were very silent. 
25-May-04 17:00 Paignton Devon Long single, black cylinder type object about 200ft long. 
25-May-04 West Kilbride Ayrshire One sphere. 
30-May-04 12:15 West Kilbride Ayrshire Five bright spheres flying beside each other. 

The object was a bright light and it was flashing and making 
01-Jun-04 00:00 Hamilton Lanarkshire engine noises. 

One object with a bright, white flashing light, and was making 
02-Jun-04 00:35 Hamilton Lanarkshire engine noises. 

Object looked like a comet at first, was quite bright and got 
02-Jun-04 01:00 Hayes Middlesex lighter as it grew bigger. 

04-Jun-04 21:07 Coventry West Midlands One lonQ, black, ciQar shaped object. 
05-Jun-04 Wellingborough Northants A black 'UFO' was seen flying over a Methodist Church. 

14-Jun-04 09:30 Rushden North ants A 'UFO' was following an airliner. 
One object,about 70ft long, with brilliant bright lights. The object 

14-Jun-04 23:15 Bridgend changed shape, just before the siqht was lost. 

21-Jun-04 17:55 Oldham Greater Manchester One long, black, cigar shaped object. 
Object was extremely large, completely circular and the lights on 

13-Jul-04 01:00 Winchmore Hill London it were pulsating different colours. 
Bright yellow light, low level, appeared from nowhere for about 

14-Jul-04 23:10 Corby Northants ten seconds. 

19-Jul-04 22:20 Wellford Berkshire Ball of flames with a solid underneath, the flames went out and 
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came on again, and then plummeted to earth. 

28-Jul-04 Lynton nr Exmoor Devon The object looks like a big white triangle on the horizon. 
Three very strange, bright orange objects, which were quite 

31-Jul-04 22:45 Shepton Mallet Somerset large and going in an upward direction. 
Strange looking object, bigger than an aircraft, it had mesh 
around it and red, blue, green and yellow lights around the 

07-Aug-04 04:30 Chingford London outside. 
07-Aug-04 Greens ide Newcastle upon Tyne Only reported as alien sightings above the house. 
16-Aug-04 23:35 West Kilbride Ayrshire Five spheres spotted, flying together. 

29-Aug-04 03:05 Loughton Essex The object was white, hazy and round, and there was no noise. 
01-Sep-04 15:55 Glossop Derbyshire Silver disc. 

The object was very bright and was of large proportions. Large 
02-Sep-04 23:50 Deal Kent in velocity. 

The object was a black cylinder rectangle shape and was the 
size of a house. One minute the colour was black and then 

04-Sep-04 14:30 White Hill East Hampshire changed to a silver colour. 
An object was seen the size of a ten pence piece. It had a 

05-Sep-04 10:24 Birmingham West Midlands domed top and bottom. Was metallic in appearance. 
The object was a bright light at first and then looked like a box 

05-Sep-04 15:20 Barry South Glamorgan kite. There was no sound, wings or fuselage. 
Two silvery objects, they were pulling apart and moving together 

07-Sep-04 11:30 Holywell Flintshire and they left vapour trails as they were moving. 
Large flash of light which turned into a grey object descending 

08-Sep-04 20:15 Cardiff South Glamorgan over Cardiff bay, with trailing smoke behind it. 

09-Sep-04 23:20 Dumfries Dumfries & Galloway Spotted strange lights over the town. 
The object looked like a great bright light and was really intense, 

16-Sep-04 03:50 lwerne Minster Somerset like a big ball of fire, rapidly moving towards the ground. 

20-Sep-04 22:00 Lutterworth Leicestershire Flashing lights. 
Looked like a big ball of fire coming down from the sky with a tail 

24-Sep-04 06:30 Devizes Wiltshire and sparks coming off of the end of it. 

24-Sep-04 06:30 Newport Dyfed/South Wales One object that looked like a disc, with a tail and was shiny. 
Saw a big orange disc going from East to West. Said the object 

24-Sep-04 Swindon Wiltshire was totally silent and moving quite slowly. 
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30-Sep-04 21:10 Porchester Hampshire Just mentioned a sighting. 

The object looked like a wide test tube shape, that moved from 
10-0ct-04 10:15 Strath Bongo/Glasgow Strathclyde the South East. 

Bright orange/red colour object, rapidly and randomly changing 
10-0ct-04 22:15 Colchester Essex direction, from East to West. 

The object was a round sphere like the moon and it had green 
11-0ct-04 02:35 Preston Lancashire and red flashing lights and was very noisy. 
12-0ct-04 20:07 Dumfries Dumfries & Galloway StranQe liQhts over the town. 
18-0ct-04 Wimbledon London A few objects. 

06-Nov-04 21:25 Driffield East Yorkshire The object had three to four different colour lights. 
The object was very bright like the sun, and it looked like the 
size of a space hopper! Had flames coming off of it, so it could 

09-Nov-04 Warmington North ants have been a meteorite! Now says probably was! 
The object was the size of a round beach ball and black. Looked 
disc shaped when it became stationary in the sky. Had no 

11-Nov-04 14:15 IIford Essex wings. 
The object was a silver disc, with solar panels, but turned out to 

19-Nov-04 08:02 DouQias Isle of Man be an ATR 42- twin propeller, Euromanx aeroplane. 
Witnessed at least 25 yellow spheres, flying in groups of five, 

26-Nov-04 21:00 West Kilbride Ayrshire flying North over West Kilbride. 
A group of lights were seen and then a buzzing noise was 

29-Nov-04 17:15 WellinQborouQh Northants heard. 
Ball of fire, with a tail five to seven times the diameter of the ball. 

10-Dec-04 17:25 Broxburn/Edinburgh Lothian Bright orange with a weaker orange tail. Meteorite? 

15-Dec-04 08:30 Lisburn/Belfast County Antrim Three bright lights moving in the sky. 

27-Dec-04 17:15 WellinQborouQh Northants A 'UFO' was seen, and then it chanQed into a briQht liQht. 
Three to four discs, that looked oval shape when the discs 
moved to the side. Moved in a triangular formation across the 

Leicester Leicestershire sky. 
Two objects flying around the sky for about two hours, and that 

Letchworth Bedfordshire they were going quite slow. (Seen in December '04). 



• 
Request 33 - Annex B 

Date Time Town I Village County Brief Description of sighting Occupation 

04-Jan-03 21:15 St Glares, Nr Carmarthen Dvfed White object with vivid flashina areen, blue and red liahts. 
One object with a very bright light like an aircraft's landing 

04-Jan-03 19:20 Nr Benbecula Airport light, with a smaller dimmer light on top of the bright light. Senior Air Traffic Controller 
Three silver or white balls in the sky, joined by another two. 

06-Jan-03 15:00 Huddersfield West Yorkshire Quite larae. Travellina in a line. 
One bright white object, hovering at first, then moving 

07-Jan-03 21:26 Blackpool Lancashire quickly. 
Changing shape. Strong blue, green and red lights 

08-Jan-03 22:00 Coaltown of Balgonie Fife pulsatina lights. Jumbo Jet sized. 
Looked like a satellite re-entering, moving across the sky, 

10-Jan-03 03:00 Brighton Sussex then shot off like a shooting star. 
Two aircraft type objects flying next to each other. Both had 

10-Jan-03 Stirlina Scotland vapour trails. 
Lights, that were formed in a worm shape, wriggling around 

10-Jan-03 01:00 East Dulwich London in the sky. 
Oblong in shape with three vertical flashing lights, red, 

11-Jan-03 23:45 Bridanorth Salop yellow and green, all flashing at the same time. 
Distant object moving from side to side. Bright light, brighter 

13-Jan-03 07:40 Dunkeld Tayside than any star. Went dim from time to time. 
A large round disc, slightly smaller than the moon. Creamy 

15-Jan-03 22:10 Cowbridge South Glamorgan white then changed green. 
19-Jan-03 18:03 Stonehaven Grampian Three briaht liahts formina a trianale. Hoverina not moving. 
25-Jan-03 19:08 Chester Cheshire Twelve bright lights moving from side to side. 

Two triangular shaped objects, flying in perfect 
syncronisation. Low humming noise- not like a normal 

29-Jan-03 18:15 Wolverham pton West Midlands commercial airliner. RAF Personnel 
Bright light lit up the curtains, and for a split second 
appeared to be heading for the window. Followed by a loud 

03-Feb-03 Leyland Lancashire bang. 
16-Feb-03 17:20 Birmingham West Midlands Object seen. Static. 
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19-Feb-03 18:30 HuntinQdon Cambridgeshire Like a shootinQ star falling to the ground. 

A circular bright light - three arms on the object, (not 
21-Feb-03 10:30 Penryn Cornwall rotating}, in the middle of it was a red light. 
25-Feb-03 23:00 Southfields London Object, not a plane, not on flight path and not a star. 

Two large white objects, close together, looked like jets or 
01-Mar-03 Northampton Northamptonshire refuelling planes. Going at jet speed. 
02-Mar-03 15:54 Pontypridd Mid-GiamorQan Strange object, silver and shaped like a dart. 
11-Mar-03 21:50 Wellingborough Northam ptonshire An object high up in the sky. 

A very large delta shaped formation of steady red lights - no 
30-Mar-03 20:00 Alders hot Hampshire noise. 
30-Mar-03 Glastonbury Somerset Lights in the sky. 

Two silver objects that were stationary in the sky. One 
31-Mar-03 09:20 London seemed to be closer than the other. 

Massive object, about the size of two football pitches, 
05-Apr-03 03:58 trianQular shape. Took off very fast. 

One craft with three yellow lights on portside and three red 
lights on starboard side. Shape was between circular and 

07-Apr-03 02:30 Falmouth Cornwall triangular or Delta wing size. 
A Captain & a First Officer 

11-Apr-03 22:21 Stansted Airport Essex A ball of fire, very briQht, with no colour. of a civilian aircraft. 
A ball of light, with no colour, passed under an aircraft, front 

23-Apr-03 18:15 Heathrow Airport London to back, very fast. 
24-Apr-03 Shepherds Bush London Crafts coming down from behind the clouds. 

Saw a black triangle flying quite fast and silently, through 
05-May-03 18:30 the sky in a single direction. 
13-May-03 17:45 Belfast Northern Ireland Two objects that looked like stars. 

The object was high and bright and had no anti-collision 
25-May-03 23:00 Sandyford Lanarkshire lights. 
25-May-03 23:05 Kilmacolm Strathclyde Large bright light. 

Huge white ball that was glowing. Looked like a flying 
25-May-03 23:20 St. Leonards East Kilbride jellyfish. 
28-Mav-03 07:50 Great Yarmouth Norfolk The object was saucer shaped. 
30-May-03 23:25 KinQston-upon-Hull Humberside A briQht light in the sky. 
31-May-03 21:00 Gates head Tyne and Wear Black orb with five or six tassels underneath it. 
08-Jun-03 17:00 WellingborouQh Northamptonshire White cylindrical object moving very fast up into the sky. 



• 
Silver object as bright as a star, changed from a cylinder to 

09-Jun-03 06:40 lsleworth London a crescent moon shape, with red and silver stripes. 

Very big red light balls hovering. One red light hung smaller 
14-Jun-03 21:35 Llandrindod Wells Powys and then dropped out. 

Cylinder shaped object, with faint stars around it. Thought it 
14-Jun-03 15:39 Waltham stow London was metal, as light was shining off of it. 
14-Jun-03 06:00 Girton Cambridgeshire Small circular object. Blue and white translucent. 
20-Jun-03 08:35 Kent A string of two sets of two lights. 

A doughnut shaped object was spotted moving from left to 
right, side to side. One side was shiny and reflective, and 

21-Jun-03 16:43 Richmond London the other black. 
Just said something was seen for three seconds. (Didn't 

21-Jun-03 12:32 Wimbledon London specify). 
The object was a silvery white colour and non reflective in 

26-Jun-03 16:28 Melksham Wiltshire the sunshine. 
Orange lights moving as a group in a circular motion. 

28-Jun-03 23:22 Glastonbury Somerset Moved slowly along. 
A stationary triangular object was seen. The object 

08-Jul-03 20:00 Hereford Herefordshire remained stationary for about 30 minutes at quite a height. MOD Police 
Two round objects with legs, which were black and 

12-Jul-03 22:05 Rhonda Mid-Giamorgan spinning. 
13-Jul-03 Wellingborough Northants Saw a ball of light in the sky. 
13-Jul-03 20:30 Winterley Cheshire Appeared like a star, possibly a balloon. 

Saw the biggest white light that the witness had ever seen 
14-Jul-03 21:30 Northamptonshire before. It shot off across the sky and then disappeared. 

Assumed object to be a shooting star at first. No trail 
15-Jul-03 03:25 Bermondsey London behind. 

Disc like object, moving in the sky slowly, poised once and 
15-Jul-03 21:40 Galston on Sea Norfolk headed in a NE direction. 
15-Jul-03 00:30 Malvern Worcestershire One light was seen. Erratic movement and stationary. 

Bright white star like light. Moved from side to side, up and 
20-Jul-03 23:05 Bridlington East Yorkshire down and in circles. 

22-Jul-03 Bridlington East Yorkshire Silver or white object. Moved at an unbelievable speed. 
27-Jul-03 18:00 Gravesend Kent Silver ball up in the sky for about an hour. Disappeared and 



• 
then returned again about an hour later. 

04-Auq-03 21:00 Wellinqborouqh Northants A brilliant oranqe ball of liqht seen 2000ft up in the sky. 
A star shaped object. Witness watched for a few minutes, 

08-Aug-03 22:35 West Kilbride Ayrshire then it dropped from the sky like a bomb. 
10-Auq-03 23:15 West Kilbride Ayrshire Could see a few round spheres. 

Round football shaped. Flashing lights-multi coloured. The 
13-Aug-03 22:55 Maesteq Mid-Giamorgan lights were on top then moved around the object. 

Unusual object, with flashing lights but not like aircraft 
14-Auq-03 18:00 Southfleet Kent liqhts, more like reflections from the sun. No trail. 

Very bright white light, bigger than a star, but quickly 
14-Aug-03 23:57 Worcester Worcestershire diminishing in size until it completely disappeared. 
14-Aug-03 23:09 Newport Gwent Orange circular object seen. Stayed stationary. 
16-Aug-03 21:00 Amesbury Wiltshire Flying saucer shaped object. 
17-Aug-03 23:45 Bonnybridg_e Central Just a sighting. No details qiven. 

Object with two white lights with one red and one orange in 
19-Aug-03 23:30 St Seithins Perthshire the middle, both flashing. 

Cigar shaped, grey in colour with domed ends, was silent 
21-Aug-03 14:00 Lincoln Lincolnshire and very slow. 

A helium type balloon, size of a moon, with flashing blue 
and red lights, moving north along the line of the A38 over 

27-Auq-03 23:00 Worcester Worcestershire the area south of Worcester. 
03-Sep-03 21:35 Wellingborough Northamptonshire An orange ball seen about 2000ft up in the sky. 

Six lights that split, at one point becoming eight lights. 
04-Sep-03 23:40 Todmorden West Yorkshire Oranqe and red in colour. 

Two circular objects, about half the apparent size of the Senior Curator/Royal 
13-Sep-03 21:40 Heckmondwike West Yorkshire moon. Very dull yellow. Armouries Museum 

Greater 
13-Sep-03 22:40 Manchester Manchester Round, white liqhts in the sky. 

Bright as Mars. White light. Dim. Moved in a South East 
13-Sep-03 20:15 Great Yarmouth Norfolk direction. 

Two small, star size objects, much darker orange or rust 
17-Sep-03 20:45 Northampton Northam ptonshire colour, followed by another two doing manoeuvres. 

One object. White brilliant light, flickering yellow and red. 
Extremely brighter than other stars around it. Moving from 

17-Sep-03 21:00 Northolt London side to side. 
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Triangular object, copper coloured. Hovered over the house 

18-Sep-03 03:00 Wimbledon London for about a minute then disappeared. 

Ashby De La Launde, Nr 
19-Sep-03 22:30 Digby Lincolnshire A object spinning above a house. 
22-Sep-03 Hove East Sussex A red unidentified flying object, definitely not an aeroplane. 

An unusual object, falling from a cloud, like it was burning, 
24-Sep-03 19:25 Barry South Glamorgan Very fast. Was viewed for five minutes. 

Two pairs of objects that were not recognisable as aircraft 
24-Sep-03 20:45 Northampton Northam ptonshire and were purple in colour. 
14-0ct-03 06:56 Whitney Oxfords hire Very large object with flashing lights. 

Two objects travelling side by side overhead. Dull red in 
26-0ct-03 21:06 North Wirral Merseyside colour. 

Assistant Secretary/RAF 
05-Nov-03 16:30 Southbound on the A 11 Two bright lights in the sky. Dependants Fund 

There were 20-30 red flashing lights in the sky Police Officers/Police 
17-Nov-03 02:25 Bromley Kent accompanied by a whirring noise. helicopter crew 
25-Nov-03 14:25 Wem Shropshire A strange bright orange/red light in the sky. 
01-Dec-03 Woodbridge Suffolk An unusual aircraft, but with strange lights. 

Nothing was seen, but a loud noise was heard, like a 
02-Dec-03 01:20 Aylesbury_ Buckingham shire balloon letting out air. 

A loud noise like a hot air balloon was heard, but nothing 
02-Dec-03 01:30 Thame Oxfords hire was seen. Newspaper Editor 

The object was black/dark with lights along the side and a 
weird strobe light. Was about 60ft across. Very high in the 

17-Dec-03 19:15 Wokingham Berkshire sky. 
A steady bright light in the sky resembling the front of a 

29-Dec-03 01:50 Nr Barnton Park Edinburgh helicopter. 
(Seen for six weeks - Feb/March 2003). Two strange lights 

Ash burton Devon in the sky. 
(Seen for three weeks in Feb 2003). Very bright white light 
with five other lights around it, that were moving. Looked 

Wellingborough Northam ptonshire like a barrage balloon from World War 2. 
(Seen 2003). 17 spaceships. V shaped, oblong, wings and 

Wigan Lancashire different colours. Could see green aliens with cream 
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I coloured bellies. 
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Request 34 
Could you please supply me with information about reported UFO 
sightings I alien abduction in Lincolnshire over the past five years. I 
would like to see copies of log books I reports made about the sightings 
together with reports from any resulting inquiries /investigations. I 
understand I am entitled to this information under the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for 
information about reported UFO sightings I alien abduction in 
Lincolnshire over the past five years. Your request has been passed to 
this department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence 
for correspondence about UFOs. 

This department holds details of UFO sightings reported to the MOD and 
public correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contains sighting 
reports) spanning a 25 year period. These records are not held 
electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which they were 
received. They are not segregated by source or location. It is possible that 
amongst these documents there are reports from Lincolnshire, but in order 
to gather the information you are seeking, a manual search of 23 paper 
files would be required. It has been assessed that the cost of such an 
exercise would exceed the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, 
the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. 

You may wish to be aware, however, that in order to assist members of 
the public with enquiries about UFO sightings reported to the MOD, this 
department is currently compiling a database of reports which we intend 
to publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. The Scheme can be found on the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. You may wish to wait until this is published as 
this might answer your enquiry in full. In the meantime, we could assist 
you with the information you are seeking if you reduce or refine your 
request to allow a limited search of records and to bring the cost of 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act under the permitted 
limit. I suggest this would equate to records spanning a one or two year 
period. Please contact me if you require further advice and assistance on 
refining your request. 

If you are dissatisfied with this decision or wish to complain about any 
aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the 
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undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then 
you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of 
Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, 
London, SWIA 2HB. 

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner's website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk. 
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Request 35 
August 15tii 1967 Wood Green London, UFO Sighting by­
~2.15am in the morning and confirmed by MOD. Please furnish 
your full findings to me soonest. 

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about a UFO 
sighting on 15th August 1967. Your request has been passed to this 
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs. 

I should inform you that the MOD files on UFOs were routinely 
destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally preserved for 
the National Archives. A few have survived before 1967 and these 
together with records up to 1977 are now available for viewing. The 
National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone 020 8876 3444. The National Archives 
also have a website giving information about the records they hold and 
how to access them. This can be found on the internet at 
http:/ /www.nationalarchives.go.uk. 

I hope this will be helpful. 



Request 36 
To ask the Ministry of Defence for a list of records detailing the plans 
held by the MoD for dealing with the arrival of extra-terrestrials. 

Response 
I am writing in response to your Freedom of Information request of 4th 
January 2005, concerning records of Ministry of Defence plans for 
dealing with extraterrestrials (Your Reference: rw/et). I have been passed 
your request, as this Department is the focal point for correspondence 
concerning 'unidentified flying objects'. 

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 
'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or 
otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms. While we remain open-minded, to 
date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of 
these alleged phenomena and therefore has no plans for dealing with such 
a situation. 

If you are interested in information currently available on UFOs please 
look at the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at 
www.foi.mod.uk and The National Archives website at 
www .nationalarchives. gov .uk.. 



• Request 37 
Is it true that the MOD possess declassified information about 
unidentified object appearances I incidents in the United Kingdom? 

Also with regards to the new Freedom of Information Act, which took 
effect this month, if the above is true, can I be sent a PDF file of the 
declassified information from the MOD? 

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mails of 25 & 27 January 2005 in 
which you requested "copies of declassified information about 
unidentified object appearances/incidents in the United Kingdom". Your 
request has been passed to this office as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 'UFOs.' 

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, ifwe were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. If however, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you 

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http:/ /www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under 'UFO' will take you to this information. We are 



• looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. 

I hope this is helpful. 
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I am a barrister interested in the public perception of issues arising from reports of 
"Unidentified Flying Objects", including freedom of information issues. 

I would therefore be grateful if you could supply me with copies of all requests made 3 7 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 between 1 January 2005 and 31 January /~ Rl-(. 
2005 in relation to the subject of"Unidentified Flying Objects", together with any ~ s 
and all documentation relating to such requests, including (without limitation) the 
following: 

(a) letters, emails or faxes in response to these requests (including any attachments); 
and 

(b) insofar as they discuss specifically responding to requests in relation to this topic 
(rather than requests under the Freedom of Information Act generally), any relevant tJo'yi...Q_ . 
internal memoranda, emails, minutes of any relevant meetings, guidance notes and 
circulars; and 

(c) any documentation specifically discussing the possibility of publishing (under the 
Ministry of Defence's Publication Scheme) information provided under the FOIA in 
relation to "Unidentified Flying Objects" or the proactive release of information 
purtaining to this subject pursuant to the policy stated on the penultimate page of the 
Defence Internal Brief dated 1 December 2004. 

I am aware of the limited nature of the MOD's interest in this area. 

I am also aware of the MOD's publication of some FOIA responses in relation to this 
topic on the MOD's FOIA webpages (especially the MOD's FOIA "Reading Room" 
webpages). 

If I can help to clarify this request (or if imposing some reasonable limitations on my 
request would significantly assist you in reducing the time and effort involved in 
-st), please do not hesitate to contact me by email at 

Please note that this request is made under a pseudonym. As a barrister, I have no 
desire for clients or colleagues to become aware of my involvement (however slight) 
in any activities relating to reports of"UFOs". 

I look forward to hearing from you promptly and in any event within 20 days. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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DATE: 1 DecGmber 2004 SERIAl: DIB 2004/4B 

ISSUE: Implementation of the Freedom of Information Act 

AUDIENCE: All Service and Civilian personnel 

TIMING: Priority 

KEY POINTS: 

• On 1 January 2005, the Freedom of Information Act will give 
members of the public a new right of access to information held by 
public authorities. 

• In simple terms, the Act will require us to operate on the basis of 
openness in the public interest. 

• CDS and PUS have released the following message, for the 
attention of all personnel, explaining how they wish the Act to 
operate throughout the Department and the Armed Forces. 

DETAil: 

On 1 January 2005 the Freedom of Information Act will give members of the public a 
new right of access to information held by public authorities. The Act will require 
bodies which are dependent on public funds to operate on the basis of openness in 
the public interest. As we approach the threshold of this important change, you need 
to know how we wish the Act to operate across defence. 

The FOI Act applies to the whole of MOD, including all agencies, Trading Funds, the 
MOD Police, and the Armed Forces (with the exception of units that come under the 
operational command of the Director Special Forces or which are assisting GCHQ in 
its work). In the remainder of this message references to 'MOD' should be taken to 
mean all those in defence to whom the legislation applies. 

There can be no question of MOD opting out of its responsibilities. All staff- military 
and civilian - must respect the right of access to information, and help to ensure that 
MOD complies with the obligations placed on all public authorities. This compliance 
requires understanding the balance that needs to be struck between being more open, 
and maintaining confidentiality where this is justified by the terms of the Act. 

FOI: the opportunities 

MOD attracts a lot of public interest, not always uncritical. FOI provides a framework 
in which we can change our image of unnecessary secretiveness, however misplaced, 
by increasing the volume and range of information made available, whether 

The National Archives
Implementation FOI
Copy of internal briefing by Defence Staff on implementation of the Freedom of Information Act, 1 December 2004.



proactively or in response to requests. We must show that MOD is genuinely 
committed to developing a more open relationship with the public, and a positive one. 

The FOI Publication Scheme already provides a mechanism for systematic disclosure, 
but it is also appropriate to look for other opportunities. In particular, proactive release 
of background material should become a routine part of the way we plan for the 
announcement of important decisions. Staff in DGMC and DG Info can advise and 
assist in the mechanics of effecting the structured disclosure of such information. 

FOI: the constraints 

All staff must remember that FOI provides a basis for the authorised disclosure of 
information. Information may only be released after appropriate consideration and as 
part of a planned process. The public right of access to information does not mean 
that the established rules for controlling and classifying documents are now redundant 
or can be disregarded. Although all the information MOD holds will be liable to 
consideration when a request is received, the decision whether or not particular 
information should be released will require a judgement to be made of the public 
interest. The Act recognises that information can be sensitive for a wide range of 
reasons. In MOD these reasons will vary from operational imperatives and the safety 
of personnel, to the proper preservation of commercial and international confidences, 
to the need for free and frank debate within Government in developing policy and 
advice, as well as the need to maintain national security. 

The Act includes a range of exemptions, and if information is properly exempt, there 
will be no right of access to it under the Act. However, the factors for and against 
disclosure will often need very careful evaluation. Information that some members of 
the public might find interesting is not necessarily the same as information that it is in 
the public interest to disclose. In seeking to be more open, particular care must be 
taken to avoid undermining the proper confidentiality of some aspects of our external 
relationships. Indeed, where information has been provided by an individual or 
organisation outside MOD (such as a company, another department or a foreign 
government), their views about the prospect of disclosing the information must be 
given very careful consideration. 

In general, we expect a decision to refuse to disclose information to be taken at one 
star civilian or military level. Any relaxation of this policy must be agreed in advance 
and documented in local procedures. In the early stages of the FOI regime we also 
expect decisions to release information to be agreed at a senior level and, in certain 
areas, by inter-Departmental agreement co-ordinated by the Department for 
Constitutional Affairs. Again, local procedures must clearly set out the process for 
securing clearance to disclose information. 

Taking care of our records 

It would be a mistake to think that any difficulties created by FOI can be avoided by 
wholesale reductions in the records we keep, or by ceasing to record information we 
would not want to disclose. Senior staff- and particularly Ministers - rely on having 
full and candid briefing, and it has always been important to ensure that decisions, 
advice and options are fully debated and recorded. FOI does not change the need to 



commit information to the record in order to show the development of policy, projects, 
operations and practice and to preserve audit trails of decisions and actions. We must 
continue to make proper judgements on the retention or destruction of records. FOI 
does not make it appropriate to retain less (or more) information than in the past. 

It is important to recognise that as we increasingly do our business by electronic 
means, e-mail becomes an important part of the record of MOD business, and must 
therefore be considered when responding to a request for information. Staff must also 
remember that when documents are disclosed they will convey an impression of our 
professionalism. This should be seen as an encouragement to aim for the highest 
standards of communication across the board. All written work must be clear and 
appropriate both in tone and content. 

Conclusion 

For MOD staff brought up on the 'need-to-know' principle the move to a regime which 
is based on a presumption of openness represents a significant change of emphasis. 
The sensitive nature of some MOD business means it is right to proceed with caution, 
and where it is proper to maintain confidentiality you should do so. However, it is also 
right and proper that we should expect to be accountable to the people who pay for 
what we do by making available all the information that is in the public interest to 
share. We will be watching closely to see how FOI operates in practice and we look 
to all staff to help ensure that MOD successfully rises to the challenge. 

SUBJECT 
CONTACT: 

FURTHER 
INFORMATION: 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

For D!BsseeXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Freedom of Information Opportunities: proactive disclosures 

The FOI Publication Scheme, maintained by DG Info, provides an existing mechanism 
for systematic disclosure of MoD information. However, to ensure that the MoD is 
genuinely committed to establishing a more positive image and relationship with the 
public, as a department we should continue to actively seek other opportunities for 
releasing information. 

It is now a matter of departmental policy that the proactive release of background 
material, such as studies, reports and surveys, should become a routine part of the 
way we plan for the announcement of important decisions, across the department. 
There are a number of ways in which the structured disclosure of such information can 
be achieved, and staff should seek advice in the first instance from staff in DG Info 
and DGMC depending on the nature and context of the disclosure. 



When planning a major announcement, the relevant DCPM desk officer should be 
routinely involved to coordinate the internal and external communication plan and 
contents. 

Points of Contact: 

Nature of Advice Post I Name Contact Details 
MoD FOIAand xxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx 
Disclosure Policy 
Publication Scheme xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx 
Planning xxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxx 
announcements xxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxx 
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UFOs 25-002-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
101957-005 Part B- Enc15 

UFOs 29-03-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
102323-006 PartE- Enc 15 

Aircraft Accident 04-05-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
090936-001 PartE- Enc 12 

Aircraft Accident 05-05-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
160915-006 Part E- Enc 13 



• 
RAF Menwith Hill 05-01 -2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 

122055-031 Part A- Enc 7 

RAF Menwith Hill Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part A- Enc 7 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part A - Enc 11 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part 8 - Enc 11 

US Visiting Forces in Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
the UK Part A- Enc 14 

UFOs Clarifying Pending Folder 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part 8- Enc 1 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part A- Enc 13 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 10 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part A- Enc 3 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part A- Enc 1 



• 
090822-002 PartE- Enc 7 D/DAS/64/3 Pt 0 

from TNT to 
co uest 

US Visiting Forces in 12-01-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
the UK 160331-020 Part A- Enc 10 

Aircraft Accidents 05-01-2005- Request partly D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 Request with Paul 
08152-004 answered Part D- Enc 1 Webb for 

Aircraft Accidents Request completed D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE - Enc 19 

Aircraft Accidents Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE- Enc 2 

Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part D - Enc 11 

Clarifying Pending Folder 

Aircraft Accident. Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
1995 Nimrod crash in Part A- Enc 5 
Canada 
Historical information 28-04-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
about RAF Fairford 092340-001 PartE- Enc 10 

I 

UFOs 17-02-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
092810-001 Part C- Enc 14 

UFOs 21-03-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
111818-009 Part D- Enc 4 

UFOs 09-03-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
164340-011 Part D- Enc 3 

0/2/8/13 



UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

Low Flying 
Complaints 
in LFAs 4 & & 
WWII Service in the 

WRAF 
UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

UFOs 

2005-
140009-020 
28-02-2005-
104834-009 
23-05-2005-
093007-004 
25-02-2005-
101834-004 

19-01-2005-
113117-011 
29-03-2005-
102715-007 
17-02-2005-
101649-002 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Case Transferred 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

Complete 

D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 5 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE- Enc 6 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE- Enc 6 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part B- Enc 12 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part D- Enc 5 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part D- Enc 6 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part F- Enc 1 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 16 

D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE- Enc 8 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE- Enc 14 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part B- Enc 17 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 1 
D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part E- Enc 17 

Answered with 
uest below 

Answered with 
uest above 

Transferred to PTC 

• 



• 
CAS Visits to Op 03-02-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Telic RAF personnel 110340-009 Part C- Enc 9 

24-02-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 Coordinated 
154721-016 PartE- E11 response sent by 

TOG-CTL& BM 
Aircraft Accidents 12-01-2005- Case Transferred 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 Transferred to 

114632-012 PartE- Enc 5 DASA 
Aircraft Accident at 05-04-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Boscombe Down 090753-002 PartE- Enc 8 
USAF Aircraft 12-04-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Accidents 140050-003 PartE- Enc 18 
Application of the FOI 03-03-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Act to US forces in 094146-005 Part F- Enc 3 
the UK. 
Military installations 03-03-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
made available to the 094703-004 Part F- Enc 3 
US in the UK and 
number of el. 

UFOs 07-02-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 See Mr Holt 
092641-002 Part D- Enc 12 

UFOs Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 6 

US Visiting Forces 03-02-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
144441-025 Part D- Enc 2 

US Visiting Forces 07-03-2005- Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
092418-002 Part D- Enc 2 



• r 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part 8- Enc 8 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
PartE- Enc 16 

UFOs Complete 0/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part D- Enc 8 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 3 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part C- Enc 3 

UFOs Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
Part A- Enc 2 

US Visiting Forces 06-01-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
112301-007 Part 8- Enc 14 

Aircraft Accidents 08-02-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
103820-012 Part 8- Enc 7 

Aircraft Accidents 07-03-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
170056-013 Part 8- Enc 18 

RAF Menwith Hill 22-02-2005- Complete D/DAS/1 0/2/8/13 
1511 Part 8- Enc 9 

UFOs Clarifying Pending Folder 
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1tt~ 
I am writing concerning your e-mail of 17 May 2005 concerning the number of UFO reports ~'"··· 
received by the Ministry of Defence. I can inform you that the MOD received 91 UFO reports 
in 2004. This is lower than in previous years, but the number of reports fluctuates from year to 
year, often rising when there are articles about UFOs in the press or when new UFO I Sci-fi 
films come out. 

For your information I attach a list of the number of reports received between 1959 (when the 
MOD began to keep such records), to date, which I hope you will find helpful. 

Jttn1stry of Sefence 
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H, ~ 
Main Building 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod.uk 

rsimpson
UFO reports 2004
Response to FOI request 24 May 2005 notes that number of UFO reports received by MoD in 2004 lower than previous years. Staff note that numbers of reports appear to rise in response to articles in the press and the release of UFO-related science fiction films.



NUMBERS OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED 
TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

Figures from before 1959 are not available. 

N.B. The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of 
Defence, of aerial activity which was not immediately identifiable to the witness. 
They should not be taken to reflect sightings of"UFOs/flying saucers". 

1959-22 
1960-31 
1961 -71 
1962-46 
1963-51 
1964-74 
1965-56 
1966-95 
1967-362 
1968-280 
1969-228 
1970-181 
1971-379 
1972-201 
1973-233 
1974-177 
1975-208 
1976-200 
1977-435 
1978-750 
1979-550 
1980-350 
1981-600 
1982-250 
1983-390 
1984-214 
1985-177 
1986- 120 
1987- 150 
1988-397 
1989-258 
1990-209 
1991 -117 
1992-147 
1993-258 
1994-250 
1995-373 
1996-609 
1997-425 
1998- 193 



1999-229 
2000-210 
2001-203 
2002-100 
2003-99 
2004-91 
2005 - 49 (to date 24 May 2005) 



From: 

Sent: 17 May 2005 1 0:45 

To: 

;;2'3- OS-.;2 oos;- OCf 3007- 00Lf­

£~r~~: 1ST~~-

Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Request 

-

Page 1 of 1 

Thank you for your help. I wonder if you may be able to help me with one other question. I understand there 
were 88 UFO reports in 2004. I'm trying to find out if this number is considerably less than from previous 
years. Do you know where I may be able to find information on the number of reports previously made, 
particularly during the flap of the 1970s? 

I do hope to hear from you soon. 

-
From: 
Sent: 
To:---­
Sub~ormation Request 

Further to my last message I realise that I did not addressed your request for a six page UFO report made in 
the North Yorkshire area. Please accept my apologies. 

This report has not been released from records still held at the Ministry of Defence, but may be amongst 
information on UFOs from the early 1970s which was released at The National Archives in January 2005. 
The National Archives on line catalogue and details of how to access the record they hold can be found on 
their website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 

You may also wish to be aware that some information on UFOs has been included in the Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme, which can be viewed at www.foi.mod.uk. A search under UFO 
will take you straight to this information. 

I hope this is helpful. 

==nee 
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 
5th Floor, Zone H, 401 
Main Building ' 
Whitehall 
LONDON 
SW1A2HB 

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod. uk 

301h March 2005 

23/05/2005 
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