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. \ . .. 0351L - Lord Hill Norton

Question:

To ask HMG what is the highest classification that has been applied to any Ministry of Defence 
document concerning Unidentified Flying Objects.

Answer:

The highest classification is Secret.

Background Note: headed UK RESTRICTED

A [limited] search of material identified as relating to ’UFOs’ indicates that the vast majority of the

papers that exist on the subject, on open and closed files, are unclassified. Directorate Air Staff

(Secretariat) has traced a small number of documents graded Secret. They relate to discussions
concerning handling of correspondence and administrative arrangements not ’UFO’ reports and

appear to hold a higher classification than might be expected from the nature of the material they

contain. Thti DIS has applied the classification of SECRET UK EYES ONL Y to a recent report

generat d on Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP). The report concluded a low priority study to

"- database reports ofUAP sightings that have been received within that area over a period of some 30

years. The main conclusion of the report was that sightings provided nothing of value to the DIS

and a decision has been taken to cease work on the subject. The overall classification of the report
was dictated by analysis material included on the UK Air Defence Ground Environment. The

document is otherwise UK Restricted.
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fjEMPLATE TO B~~~SED FOR REPLY
Ministrv of Defence

FRIDAY 4 MAY 2001

Admiral of The Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton GCB(X) (CB)

LORDS WRITTEN.
. .

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by the 
Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean on 25th January (W A 22), why the 
Unidentified Flying Objects documents referred to were classified secret; 
whether these documents had any caveats attached to them; and what was the 
reason for any such caveats. (HL1808)

Minister replying Baroness Sym ris

One document was classified ’Secret’ with a ’UK Eyes Only’ caveat because it contained information about the UK air defence ground environment that could be of significant value to hostile or potentially hostile states. Associated correspondence was given the same 
classification. Generally, however, notifications of and correspondence on the subject of’UFO’ 
sightings are unclassified.

April 01 PQ Ref 1432L

The National Archives
Lord Hill-Norton
Copy of background briefing papers covering MOD response to Lord Hill-Norton’s question on security classification of UFO papers, 2001.
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To ask HMG, further to t e Written Answer by the Baroness Symons. . . on 25 January (W A 22), 
why the Unidentified Flying Objects documents referred to were classified secret; whether these 
documents had any caveats attached to them; and what was the reason for any such caveats.

Draft Answer -

Notifications of and correspondence on the subject of ’UFO’ sightings are generally

unclassified. Howeve.", one particular document was found to be classified ’Secret’, with a
’UK Eyes Only’ caveat’because it contained information about the UK air defence ground .

environment that could have been of significant value to hostile or potentially hostile states.

Associated correspondenc-e has been given the same classification.

~-"

Draft Background Note:

PQ 03 51L, tabled by Lord Hill-Norton in January, asked for the highest classific tion applied to any
""’"

MOD docum~nt concerning ’UFOs’ and the answer given explained that was Secret. The
Background Note indicated that a small number of documents had been traced by the Directorate

Air Staff (Secretariat) with a classification of Secret, including one which referred to a report by the

DIS on ’Unidentified Aerial Phenomena’. The Background Note also contained comment on the

document, its classification and the classification of associated correspondence and that information

is now used in answer to this latest question.





~ . W 21 Written Answers [25 JANUARY 2001J WA- Written Answers
Thursday, 25th ,-~ u ry 2001.

Chinook Helicopter J.\tIk II: Conversion 
Training

Lord Chalfont asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
When the Chinook helicopter simulator training 

facility and its related training programme were 
upgraded to cater for the Mk. II version of the 
helicopter; and when Flight Lieutenants Tapper and 
Cook completed their upgraded training 
programme. [HL324] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Defence (Baroness 
Symons of V ernham Dean)~ ’[’he rec nfiguration of the 
Chinook simulator t Mk2 standard was completed in 
the last quarter of 1993. The instructing training staff 
of the Operational Conversion Flight had completed 
conversion to the Mk2 version in August 1993. 

FIt Lt Tapper and FIt LCCook completed their 
conversion training programmes on 28 February 1994 
and 17 March 1994 resp ctively.

European S curity and Defence Policy: 
Intelligence Management

Lord Shore of Stepney asked Her Majesty’s 
Government: 

I’, 

What are the commitments which the United 
Kingdom has entered into, under the European 
Security and Defence Policy, for the gathering, 
analysis and distribution of intelligence material for 
European Union purposes. [HL405] 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: At the 
European Council at Nice, EU member states agreed 
the terms of reference of the EU Military Staff, which 
would perform "early warning, situation assessment 
and strategic planning for Peters berg tasks". 
To ’carry out this task the staff will rely on 

appropriate national and multinational intelligence 
capabilities. The detailed arrangements for handling 
intelligence material will be subject to stringent 
safeguards and will take full account of existing 
national and multinational agreements.~ RendIesham Forest Incident ~ 
Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
Whether they are aware of any involvement by Special Branch personnel in the investigation of the 1980 Rendlesham. Forest incident. [HL303] 

Baroness Symons ofVernbam Dean: Special Branch 
officers may have been aWare ofthe incident but would 
not have shown an in~er~~~ upess there was evidence of ....,~,.....!:-

IllWUO!9.PAGIII
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Written Answers 4-~
a potential threat to national security. No such interest 
appears to have been shown.-*:- Lord HiH-Norton aked Her Majesty’s Government: * 

Whether personnel from Porton Down visited 
Rendlesham Forest or the area surrounding RAF 
Walton in December 1980 or January 1981; and 
whether they are aware of any tests carried out in 
either of those two areas aimed at assessing any nuclear, biological or chemical hazard. [HL301]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: The staff at the De(e~ce Evaluation and Research Agency (DERA) . 
Ch micaland Biological Defence (CBD) laboratories 
at Porton Down have made a thorough search of their 
archives and have found no record of any such visits.

* Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: .~ 
Whether they are aware of any uncorrelated 

targets tracked on radar in November or December 
1980; and whether they will give details of any such 
incidents. [HL302]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: Records dating 
- - - 

from 1980 no longer exist. Paper records are retained - 

for a period of three years before being destroyed. =- 
Recordings of radar data are retained for a period of 
thirty days prior to re-use. of the recording 11}edium.

....-.. ~ Unidentified Flying Objects ~ 
Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
What is the highest classification that has been 

applied to any Ministry of Defence document 
concerning Unidentified Flying Objects. [HL304]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: A limited 
earch through available files has identified a number 
f documents graded Secret. The overall classification 
fthe documents was not dictated by details of specific 
ightings of "UFOs"...-
Arms Brokering and Trafficking: Licensing

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
When they expect to implement licensing for arms 

brokering and trafficking, which they announced at 
last year’s Labour Party Conference. [HL343]

The Minister for Science, Department of Trade and 
Industry (Lord Sainsbury of Turville): The new 
licensing controls on arms brokering and trafficking 
announced last September will be introduced under 
new powers on trafficking and brokering to be 
contained in an Export Control Bill; The Queen’s 
Speech announced that the Government will publish 
this Bill in draft during this session of Parliament. Full 
details of the new controls proposed on arms







~ , , LORDS WRITTEN PARLIAMENTARY OUEST ION - URGENT ACTION REOUIRED
eE FOR RETURN 
P~REFERENCE 
PQ TYPE 
MINISTER REPLYING

12:00 ON 18 January 2001 
PQ 0351L 
LORDS WRITTEN 
-NOTFOUND-

LEAD BRANCH: 
COPY ADDRESSEE(S) 
MDRSec - ’t>I(Sec)’ I A-o - _ 
DNEWS 
D AIR RP

SEC (AS)

The answer and background note must be authorised by a civil servant at Senior Civil 
Service level or a military officer at one-star level or above who is responsible for ensuring that the information and advice provided is accurate and reflects Departmental Instructions 
on answering PQs DCI GEN 150/97.

Those contributing information for PQ answers and background notes are responsible for ensuring the information is accurate.

The attached checklist should be used by those drafting PQ answers and background 
material, those contributing information and those responsible for authorising the answer 
and background note as an aid to ensuring that departmental policy is adhered to.

If you or others concerned are uncertain aoout how PQsare answered seek advice from a 
senior civil serv nt in or closely associated with your area.

P~’s DETAIL: Admiral of The Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton GCB
QUESTION

’s Government To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is thehig1 s_t’~~~ ~$ifj.~~!iQ_l1! 
stty Of Defence dOcU1Ilent concerning Unidentified Flying ObJects;, -

~t’d. .~ 
b/DAS!fc,lrf4 P~F 
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.. ’. .PO 0351L - Lord Hill Norton

Question:

To ask HMG what is the highest classification that has been applied to any Ministry of Defence 
document concerning Unidentified Flying Objects.

Answer:

The highest classification is Secret.

Background Note: headed UK RESTRICTED

A [limited] search of material identified as relating to ’UFOs’ indicates that the vast majority of the

papers that exist on the subject, on open and closed files, are unclassified. Directorate Air Staff

(Secretariat) has traced a small number of documents graded Secret. They relate to discussions
concerning handling of correspondence and administrative arrangements not ’UFO’ reports and

appear to hold a higher classification than might be expected from the nature of the material they

contain. Th~ DIS has applied the classification of SECRET UK EYES ONL Y to a recent report
generated on Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP). The report concluded a low priority study to

- database reports ofUAP sightings that have been received within that area over a period of some 30

years. The main conclusion of the report was that sightings provided noth ng of value to the DIS

and a decision has been taken to cease work on the subject. The overall classification of the report
was dictated by analysis material included on the UK Air Defence Ground Environment. The

document is otherwise UK Restricted.





















t_ D/DAS/10/2/8/13 

~July 2006 
PS/US of S

Cooied to:

DAS-XO 
DCT&UKOps - SOl Airspace Integrity 
DI BCR- CG3 
DGMC-D News- Armed Forces 4 
TOG-CTL

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

ISSUE

1. The MOD has received a Freedom of Information request for background 
briefing papers to two official responses to Parliamentary Questions 
concerning Unidentified Flying Objects. Details of the full request are attached 
at Annex A. This information falls within the scope of a qualified exemption of 
the Freedom of Information Act, namely: Section 36 - Prejudice to the 
effective conduct of public affairs.

RECOMMENDATION

2. That the Minister approves this proposal to release this information for the 
following reasons.

TIMING 
3. Routine.

BACKGROUND

4. The applicant has requested copies of the background papers to two 
Parliamentary Questions from Admiral of the Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton 
GCB(X)(CB) in January and May 2001 regarding the classification of 
documents on Unidentified Flying Objects.

5. This information falls within the scope of a qualified exemption of the 
Freedom of Information Act: Section 36 (2)(b)(i) - Prejudice to the effective 
conduct of public affairs, as it relates to information that would, or would be 
likely to, inhibit the free and frank provision of advice. As it is a qualified 
exemption it is necessary for the MOD to consider whether there are 
overriding reasons why disclosure would not be in the public interest.
6. Against disclosure of the information is the need to insure that officials are 
able to provide Ministers with free and frank advice in support of draft answers





e Annex A

I want to request copies of records relating to questions about MOD UFO 
documents asked by the late Lord Hill-Norton in the House of Lords on 25 
January and 3 May 2001 (referred to in Lords Hansard), Written Answers). 
These questions included: What is the highest classification that has been 
applied to any MOD document concerning UFOs (25 January). The follow up 
on 3 May asked about caveats attached to the documents classified Secret 
and also asked the Government to give an undertaking not to destroy files on 
UFOs reports.

I have copies of the responses from Baroness Symons in the Lords but I 
would like copies of any background papers including briefings or advice she 
was given by the MOD departments concerned with answering questions on 
this subject.



~
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e Annex B

DRAFT

1. I wrote to you on 30 June 2006 informing you that your request for copies 
of background briefing and advice provided in response to parliamentary 
questions by Lord Hill-Norton on 25 January and 3 May 2001 had been 
considered to fall within the scope of Section 36 (Prejudice to the effective 
conduct of public affairs) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the 
Ministry of Defence was therefore required to consider whether there are 
overriding reasons why disclosure would not be in the public interest. These 
considerations have now concluded and I am writing to provide you with the 
outcome. Each request will be addressed separately.

2. The Ministry of Defence holds a number of papers relevant to your 
requests including the two questions, the draft answers and background notes 
and internal advice which was used to compile the responses. This 
information falls within the scope of Section 36 (2)(b)(i) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 - Prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs, as it 
relates to information that would, or would be likely to, inhibit the free and 
frank provision of advice.

3. Against disclosure of the information is the need to insure that officials are 
able to provide Ministers with free and frank opinions and advice in support of 
draft answers provided to parliamentary questions without this information 
becoming public. Routine release of such information could inhibit this 
process and therefore prejudice the effective conduct of public affairs. This 
would not be in the public interest.

4. However, this must be balanced against the public need to be assured that 
accurate information is provided in answers provided by Ministers in response 
to parliamentary questions. All Freedom of Information requests are 
considered individually on their merits and in this case, the age and contents 
of the background information has been taken into account. It has been 
concluded that as the Defence Intelligence Staff, Unidentified Aerial 
Phenomena report to which the parliamentary questions refer has now been 
released into the public domain, there is no longer a harm with release of the 
majority of the background papers. The balance of public interest therefore 
falls in favour of release. A few minor details have been removed as they are 
not relevant to your request. These consist of internal guidance notes for staff 
answering parliamentary correspondence, names of officials and information 
referring to other unconnected parliamentary questions.

5. If you are unhappy with this response or wish to complain about any aspect 
of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the 
first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an 
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, 
MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail: Info-XD@mod.uk).



.,

e 6. If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 
of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information 
Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the MOD internal 
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of 
the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website, 
httD://www.informationcommissioner.aov.uk.

Yours sincerely,









The information consists of background briefing provided for a 
Wha earing House triggers are engaged by this Minister. 
request? (Refer to Clearing House toolkit at 
http://www.foi. gov. uk/guidance/pdf/toolkit. pdf)

No
Does/will the National Security Liaison Group 
(NSLG) have an interest in this case? Is there a 
possibility of a s23 or s24 certificate being issued?

Exemptions:

S.36 (2) (b) (i)

Which exemptions may apply to 
the information held, and why?

This information consists of background advice by officials to Ministers in order for 
them to provide informed responses to Parliamentary Questions. Release of this 
information could inhibit the free and frank provision of such advice.

I nternal Departmental action to date:

Summary of case action (including 
contact with applicant) taken by 
Department so far:

Some relevant information has been located. Searches for further information is 
ongoing.

The applicant has been informed that the MOD holds relevant information and a 
Public Interest Test is being conducted under S.36. Other parts of this request not 
relevant to S.36 have been answered in full.

Next steps for Department 
(including internal clearance 
procedures) and timeframes:

A Public Interest Test is now being conducted. This will be followed by a 
submission to seek ministerial agreement and approval for a course of action as a 
result of the PIT. Once ministerial approval has been achieved, the documents will 
be referred back to the Clearing House for final approval. A response will then be 
sent to the a licant.

Involvement of Other Government Departments/NDISs:
Is this a suspected Round Robin request? (Please check box) 

Yes D No ~
If not a Round Robin, are any other Government Departments or NDPBs likely to be involved? (Please check box) 
Yes D No ~ Possibly D

De artment 3
Name of Department

Reasons for (possible) 
involvement:

Contact details





The National Archives
FoI request
MoD response to FOI says Lord Hill-Norton played no role in the release of Rendlesham file.











The National Archives
FoI request
FOI request for details of Lord Hill-Norton’s role in release of Rendlesham file and background papers on PQ relating to highest security classification attached to UFO papers.










e Annex A

1. The department that the desk officer responsible for airspace integrity works in is the 
Directorate of Counter Terrorism and UK Operations (CT&UKOps), an integrated 
civilian/military team, which formulates policy, and provides policy advice and military 
strategic planning and direction for military operations within its remit. It leads Defence 
participation in the formulation and execution of the Government’s plans for crisis and 
consequence management in the United Kingdom (including operations in Northern 
Ireland) and for counter-terrorism world-wide.

2. You asked for an overview of the procedures to determine the evidence of a risk to the 
integrity of UK airspace from an unidentified flying object and response options to such a 
perceived risk. In light of your previous requests, it may be useful if I explain the 
difference between objects detected by the Quick Reaction Alert system and UFO 
sightings reported to the MOD. Quick Reaction Alert surveillance of the UK airspace is 
focussed on the detection of airborne objects such as aircraft and missiles. If an object is 
detected and its origin does not correlate with known activities or patterns it is classified . 

as unknown. From this point onwards, in real time, information is sought to assist with its 
identification and if necessary Quick Reaction Alert aircraft may be employed and 
consequently risk is further assessed. There have been no occasions when such 
incidents have remained classified as "an Unidentified Flying Object posing a risk to UK 
airspace". In contrast, Unidentified Flying Object sightings reported to the MOD are 
assessed by the Directorate of Air Staff and any which are worthy of further examination 
are passed to the Directorate of Counter Terrorism and UK Operations. The risk posed is 
subjectively assessed against the reported object’s position, height, time and nature of 
activity. There have been no incidents when such reports have been assessed as posing 
a risk.

3. Summaries of the 12 occasions in the last five years when UFO sighting reports have 
been assessed by the Directorate of Counter Terrorism and UK Operations, as referred 
to in the Parliamentary Question answer, are as follows;

DATE I TIME LOCATION DETAILS
5 November 2001 Hamilton, A Policeman reported a half saucer shaped
00.30 - 3.30 Z Lanarkshire object, mostly white lights, but also red and

green. Moved from the horizon at 00.30Z to
overhead Hamilton at 03.30Z.

11 November SW of Seaford A civilian pilot reported one red object, 10-20
2001 metres in size, at FL 160 (16,000 ft),08.40 Z approximately 10 nautical miles ahead of his

aircraft.
15 November Armthorpe, Two Policemen in a Police vehicle on Nutwell
2001 South Yorkshire Lane travelling towards Armthorpe saw an object
05.59Z to their right side falling from the sky. It was a

bright orange ball, approximately the size of a
tennis ball, appeared to have a black inner line
around the circumference and two bright green
flare trails. The object then disappeared.

17 October 2002 Hull Two Police officers and a member of the public
02.39Z reported two objects in the sky, one over the

Eastern Cemetery, Preston Road, Hull and the
other one over BP Saltend. One object appeared
to move fast then stop and repeatedly changed



~ . shape and colour, faded and became brighter.
The Humberside Police Helicopter attended the
area and perceived it to be a star or satellite.

4 January 2003 Benbecula An Air Traffic Controller at Benbecula Airport
19.20 -19352 reported one object with a very bright light like an

aircraft’s landing light, with a smaller dimmer light
on top. Seen to the South East of Eaval over the
small island of Flodaigh Beag 7nm East of the
airport.

29 January 2003 Albrighton 5gt at RAF Cosford reported two triangular
18.15 2 shaped objects flying in perfect synchronisation.

Low humming noise. Travelling S/SW to NINE at
approximatelv 2000 feet.

11 April 2003 Stansted A Captain and First Officer of a civilian aircraft
22.21 2 flying into Stansted Airport reported a very bright

ball of fire which passed very quickly down the
left side of the aircraft.

13 September Heckmondwike, Employee of the Royal Armouries Museum
2003 West Yorkshire reported two circular objects about half the
21 .40 2 apparent size of the moon, travelling in straight

lines, on parallel courses, towards the
Southwest.

17 November Bromley, Kent A Policeman, 2 adults and a child saw 20-30 red
2003 flashing lights in the sky accompanied by a
02.25 2 whirring noise. The Policeman using a lamppost

as a marker concluded the lights were
zigzagging across the sky. A crew of a police
helicopter airborne at the time also confirmed the
lights but they thought they may have been
aircraft on the approach in to London Heathrow.

13 August 2005 10 miles west of A Pilot of a civilian aircraft reported a cylindrical
17.11 2 Gatwick object, 1 to 2 metres in length, coloured yellow.

Flying 10 miles west of Gatwick at FL300 (30,000
feet)

4 September 2005 Durham Four Police Officers saw a three dimensional
02352 diamond shaped object the size of a large

helicopter. Green lights on either side and a red
and white light on centre of the body. Travelled
in front of the aircraft, right to left, moving NorthEast.

17 September 9 miles west of A pilot reported one dark brown, military shape
2005 Clacton- on-Sea object, fast moving at approximately 300 feet
15.582 above his aircraft when he was at FL210 (21,000

feet) .

4. The 12 sighting reports referred to above are contained in the files 
D/DAS/64/2- UFO Reports, Parts N, 0, P, Rand S.

5. Please find attached a copy of the background briefing note provided to the 
Secretary of State for Defence. Information not relevant to your request has been 
removed.
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e TEMPLATE TO BE USED FOR REPLY
Ministrv of Defence 

THURSDAY 4 MAY 2006

John Haves Esq MP (SOUTH HOLLANDS & THE DEEPINGS) (CON)

WRITTEN

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, pursuant to his Answer to the hon. 
Member for Lewes of 28th March 2006, Official Report, column 904W, on 
Unidentified Flying Objects, on how many occasions there has been an 
assessment of evidence of risk to the integrity of UK airspace in the last five 
years; and what the job title is of desk officers assigned to this task. 68757

Minister replying Don Touhig MP

Over the last 5 years evidence of risk to the integrity of UK airspace from a 
reported Unidentified Flying Object has been assessed on 12 occasions; in no 
case was there considered to be any actual risk. Analysis of reports for this 
purpose is made by the Military desk officer responsible for Airspace Integrity 
within the UK Operations Branch.

June 06 PQ Ref 4149S



.
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e BACKGROUND NOTE
John Hayes has been the Member of Parliament for the South Holland & the Deepings since 
the May 1997 General Election. He has no declared interest in Defence issues, although he 
has tabled sixteen questions to the Secretary of State for Defence during this Parliament. He 
has not previously asked any questions regarding Unidentified Flying Objects, or the integrity 
of UK airspace.

It is not known what may have prompted this Question (or, indeed, the previous Question 
from Mr Baker).

The majority of reports of "UFO sightings" made to the Directorate of Air Staff are simply 
recorded and filed, with no further action being taken. A very small number are referred to 
SO 1 Airspace Integrity in CT & UK Ops to consider whether there is any reason to believe 
that UK airspace has been compromised by the reported activity. 12 incidents (all reports 
from "reliable witnesses" (Police/Military/aircrew) have been referred to CT & UK Ops over 
the last 5 years; none ofthese have been determined as posing any risk to the integrity of UK 
aIrspace.

Please send to PARLIAl\1ENTARY QUESTIONS.

DRAFTED BY: 
AUTHORISED BY: 
GRADEIRANK: 
BRANCH:

DECLARATION: I have satisfied myself that the above answer and background note are 
in accordance with the Government’s policy on answering PQs and Departmental 
Instructions.



















, ...
e

D/DAS/10/2/8/13

28 June 2006

PS/US of S

Copy to :DAS-XO 
DCT&UKOps - SOl Airspace Integrity 
DGMC-D News- Armed Forces 4 
TOG-CTL

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

ISSUE

1. The MOD has received a Freedom of Information request for background 
briefing papers to an official response to a Parliamentary Question. This 
information falls within the scope of a qualified exemption of the Freedom of 
Information Act, namely: Section 36 - Prejudice to the effective conduct of 
public affairs.

RECOMMENDATION

2. That the Minister considers this proposal to release this information for the 
following reasons.

TIMING 
3. Routine.

BACKGROUND

4. The applicant has requested five pieces of information relating to a 
Parliamentary Question from John Hayes MP (South Hollands & the 
Deepings), and the response from the Secretary of State for Defence on 
10 May 2006. Details of the full request is attached at Annex A. The applicant 
has made previous Freedom of Information requests and on one occasion a 
request for specific details of Quick Reaction Alert aircraft sorties was refused. 
It is possible that the applicant believes (incorrectly) that this Parliamentary 
Question is connected to QRA sorties, so this has been clarified in the draft 
response.

5. This information falls within the scope of a qualified exemption of the 
Freedom of Information Act: Section 36 (2)(b)(i) - Prejudice to the effective 
conduct of public affairs, as it relates to information that would, or would be 
likely to, inhibit the free and frank provision of advice. As it is a qualified 
exemption it is necessary for the MOD to consider whether there are 
overriding reasons why disclosure would not be in the public interest.
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1. The department that the desk officer responsible for airspace integrity 
works in is the Directorate of Counter Terrorism and UK Operations 
(CT&UKOps), an integrated civilian/military team, which formulates policy, and 
provides policy advice and military strategic planning and direction for military 
operations within its remit. It leads Defence participation in the formulation and 
execution of the Government’s plans for crisis and consequence management 
in the United Kingdom (including operations in Northern Ireland) and f r 
counter-terrorism world-wide.

2. You asked for an overview of the procedures to determine the evidence of 
a risk to the integrity of UK airspace from an unidentified flying object and 
response options to such a perceived risk. In light of your previous requests, it 
may be useful if I explain the difference between objects detected by the 
Quick Reaction Alert system and UFO sightings reported to the MOD. Quick 
Reaction Alert surveillance of the UK airspace is focussed on the detection of 
airborne objects such as aircraft and missiles. If an object is detected and its 
origin does not correlate with known activities or patterns it is classified as 
unknown. From this point onwards, in real time, information is sought to assist 
with its identification and if necessary Quick Reaction Alert aircraft may be 
employed and consequently risk is further assessed. There have been no 
occasions when such incidents have remained classified as "an Unidentified 
Flying Object posing a risk to UK airspace". In contrast, Unidentified Flying 
Object sightings reported to the MOD are assessed by the Directorate of Air 
Staff and any which are worthy of further examination are passed to the 
Directorate of Counter Terrorism and UK Operations. The risk posed is 
subjectively assessed against the reported object’s position, height, time and 
nature of activity. There have been no incidents when such reports have been 
assessed as posing a risk.

3. Summaries of the 12 occasions in the last five years when UFO sighting 
reports have been assessed by the Directorate of Counter Terrorism and UK 
Operations, as referred to in the Parliamentary Question answer, are as 
follows;

DATE I TIME 
5 November 2001 
00.30 - 3.30 Z

LOCATION 
Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire

11 November 
2001 
08.40 Z

SW of Seaford

15 November 
2001 
05.59Z

Armthorpe, 
South Yorkshire

DETAILS 
A Policeman’ reported a half saucer shaped 
object, mostly white lights, but also red and 
green. Moved from the horizon at 00.30Z to 
overhead Hamilton at 03.30Z. 
A civilian pilot reported one red object, 10-20 
metres in size, at FL 160 (16,000 ft), 
approximately 10 nautical miles ahead of his 
aircraft. 
Two Policemen in a Police vehicle on Nutwell 
Lane travelling towards Armthorpe saw an object 
to their right side falling from the sky. It was a 
bright orange ball, approximately the size of a 
tennis ball, appeared to have a black inner line 
around the circumference and two bright green 
flare trails. The object then disappeared.
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17 October 2002 Hull Two Police officers and a member of the public
02.392 reported two objects in the sky, one over the

Eastern Cemetery, Preston Road, Hull and the
other one over BP Saltend. One object appeared
to move fast then stop and repeatedly changed
shape and colour, faded and became brighter.
The Humberside Police Helicopter attended the
area and perceived it to be a star or satellite.

4 January 2003 Benbecula An Air Traffic Controller at Benbecula Airport
19.20 -19352 reported one object with a very bright light like an

aircraft’s landing light, with a smaller dimmer light
on top. Seen to the South East of Eaval over the
small island of Flodaigh Beag 7nm East of the
airport.

29 January 2003 Albrighton Sgt at RAF Cosford reported two triangular
18.152 shaped objects flying in perfect synchronisation.

Low humming noise. Travelling SISW to NINE at
approximately 2000 feet.

11 April 2003 Stansted A Captain and First Officer of a civilian aircraft
22.21 2 flying into Stansted Airport reported a very bright

ball of fire which passed very quickly down the
left side of the aircraft.

13 September Heckmondwike, Employee of the Royal Armouries Museum
2003 West Yorkshire reported two circular objects about half the
21 .40 2 apparent size of the moon, travelling in straight

lines, on parallel courses, towards the
Southwest.

17 November Bromley, Kent A Policeman, 2 adults and a child saw 20-30 red
2003 flashing lights in the sky accompanied by a
02.25 2 whirring noise. The Policeman using a lamppost

as a marker concluded the lights were
zigzagging across the sky. A crew of a police
helicopter airborne at the time also confirmed the
lights but they thought they may have been
aircraft on the approach in to London Heath row.

13 August 2005 10 miles west of A Pilot of a civilian aircraft reported a cylindrical
17.11 2 Gatwick object, 1 to 2 metres in length, coloured yellow.

Flying 10 miles west of Gatwick at FL300 (30,000
feet)

4 September 2005 Durham Four Police Officers saw a three dimensional
02352 diamond shaped object the size of a large

helicopter. Green lights on either side and a red
and white light on centre of the body. Travelled
in front of the aircraft, right to left, moving NorthEast.

17 September 9 miles west of A pilot reported one dark brown, military shape
2005 Clacton- on-Sea object, fast moving at approximately 300 feet
15.582 above his aircraft when he was at FL210 (21,000

feet) .

The National Archives
Credible witness reports
Summary of Credible Witness UFO reports, released by MoD in 2006.
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4. The 12 sighting reports referred to above are contained in the files 
D/DAS/64/2- UFO Reports, Parts N, 0, P, Rand S.

5. Please find attached a copy of the background briefing note provided to 
the Secretary of State for Defence. Information not relevant to your request 
has been removed.
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e BACKGROUND NOTE

John Hayes has been the Member of Parliament for the South Holland & the Deepings since 
the May 1997 General Election. He has no declared interest in Defence issues, although he 
has tabled sixteen questions to the Secretary of State for Defence during this Parliament. He 
has not previously asked any questions regarding Unidentified Flying Objects, or the integrity 
of UK airspace.

It is not known what may have prompted this Question (or, indeed, the previous Question 
from Mr Baker).

The majority of reports of "UFO sightings" made to the Directorate of Air Staff are simply 
recorded and filed, with no further action being taken. A very small number are referred to 
SOl Airspace Integrity in CT & UK Ops to consider whether there is any reason to believe 
that UK airspace has been compromised by the reported activity. 12 incidents (all reports 
from "reliable witnesses" (Police/Military/aircrew) have been referred to CT & UK Ops over 
the last 5 years; none of these have been determined as posing any risk to the integrity of UK 
aIrspace.

REMEMBER you are accountable for the accuracy and timeliness of the advice you 
provide. Departmental Instructions on answering PQs can be viewed on the Ministers 
and Parliamentary DII intranet site: http://main.defence.mod.uk/min parl/.

Please send to PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS.

DRAFTED BY: * 
AUTHORISED BY: * 
GRADE/RANK: * 
BRANCH: *

TEL: 
TEL:

DECLARATION: I have satisfied myself that the above answer and background note are 
in accordance with the Government’s policy on answering PQs and Departmental 
Instructions.









. .
" .

~ ’^’:j
r_’1I!I:!

e
M Name and Address of informant

N Any background information on the informant that may be volunteered

o Other witnesses

P Date and Time of receipt of report

The details are to be telephoned immediately to AIS (Military), L TCC. The completed 
report is to be sent by the originating A TSU to the Ministry of Defence Sec (AS).
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Un!d~ntified Flying Object (UFO) Reports

Report of Unidentified Flying Object

Date ’3 A"~ oS
Time " I’
Sighting Duration 10 S&co f’oIt) S
Description of Object , -rt) 2. ~"’TIe~S’ IN LGH~T\4. Co\..O tJfL, y~~.

M\PE - Oft,.. ~’CAL. Nctr A at4u.-::..o ....~PE. .
Exact Position of Observer

\0 ""’EST QJ:’ ’~qt F’c- ’300"" u..a.s
How Object was Observed ~L.T3" "’Ew~&( ~tr ~’W~
Direction in which Object ~UWlr ’’’’ Pee.... of: Ale. .......wr"n)was First Seen ~. ~OV’I\I’" N~II’M ~Yr’Angular Elevation of Object LE\l4&.L.

~’T__,___=---__
Distance of Object from """T k:w O\.o.aObserver

Movement of Object ~,v,..... ..,."-1’\4 ~s.""$~..... \ ..:I> C ---1".. ,""’" 2._S. ~-..sMeteorological Conditions
VMGDuring Observations

Nearby Objects ,.,..
To Whom Reported ~ ~~W\QC
Name of
Informant t>U,..oT oF’ ARt 2..~tt
Address of Informant t-oI,", "HQ~

Background Information on ",Informant that may be
Volunteered

Other Witnesses NONE.

LACC/A TC/GEN/CHK/1621 Version 2.3 01/02/05 Page 2 of 3
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Date of Receipt of Report

Time

Time of Receipt of Report

Actions 
Complete report of UFO with as many details as possible and send to FOIl

Telephone details immediately and leave a message on 0207 218 2140. I q (~.

LACC/A TC/GEN/CHK/1621 Version 2.3 01/02/05 Page 3 of 3











































The National Archives
Credible witness reports
Copies of 12 “Credible Witness” reports referred to CT & UK Ops 2001-2005, released in response to FOI request.
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11 FEB 2003 

fIE;3
REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

I. Date and time of sighting. 
(Duration of sighting.)

2 Description of object. 
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, 
brightness, noi se.)

3. 
I Exact position of observ r. 
Geographical location. 
(Indoors/outdoors, 
stationary/moving. )

4. How object was observed. 
(Naked eye, binoculars, other 
optical device, camera or 
camcorder. )

5 Direction in which object was 
first seen. 
(A landmark may be more helpful 
than a roughly estimated bearing)

6. Approximate distance.

7. Movements and speed. 
(side to side, up or down, 
constant, moving fast, slow)

8. Weather conditions during 
observation. 
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)
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The National Archives
UFO reports
FOI request for details of 12 UFO reports referred by DAS UFO desk to CT & UK Ops for assessment between 2001-2005, referred to by MoD in response to a Parliamentary Question from John Hayes MP.
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ie TEMPLATE TO BE USED FOR REPLY

Ministrv of Defence

FRIDAY 4 MAY 2001

Admiral of The Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton GCB(X) (CB)

LORDS WRITTEN.

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by the 
Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean on 25th January (W A 22), why the 
Unidentified Flying Objects documents referred to were classified secret; 
whether these documents had any caveats attached to them; and what was the 
reason for any such caveats. (HLI808)

Minister replying Baroness Symons

One document was classified ’Secret’ with a ’UK Eyes Only’ caveat because it contained 
information about the UK air defence ground environment that could be of significant value to 
hostile or potentially hostile states. Associated correspondence was given the same 
classification. Generally, however, notifications of and correspondence on the subject of ’UFO’ 
sightings are unclassified.

April 01 PQ Ref 1432L
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To ask HMG, further to the Written Answer by the Baroness Symons. . . on 25 January (W A 22), 
why the Unidentified Flying Objects documents referred to were classified secret; whether these 
documents had any caveats attached to them; and what was the reason for any such caveats.

Draft Answer -

Notifications of and correspondence on the subject of ’UFO’ sightings are generally

unclassified. However, one particular document was found to be classified ’Secret’, with a

’UK Eyes Only’ caveat because it contained information about the UK air defence ground

environment that could have been of significant value to hostile or potentially hostile states.

Associated correspondence has been given the same classification.

Draft Background Note:

PQ 0351L, tabled by Lord Hill-Norton in January, asked for the highest classification applied to any

MOD docum~nt concerning ’UFOs’ and the answer given explained that was Secret. The
Backgrotnd Note indicated that a small number of documents had been traced by the Directorate

Air Staff (Secretariat) with a classification of Secret, including one which referred to a report by the

DIS on ’Unidentified Aerial Phenomena’. The Background Note also contained comment on the

document, its classification and the classification of associated correspondence and that information

is now used in answer to this latest question.
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WA21 . Written Answers [25 JANUARY 2001] Written Answers WA22 4- .(e Written Answers

Thursday, 25th January 2001.

Chinook Helicopter Mk II: Conversion 
Training

Lord Chalfont asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
When the Chinook helicopter simulator training 

facility and its related training programme were 
upgraded to cater for the Mk. II version of the 
helicopter; and when Flight Lieutenants Tapper and 
Cook completed their upgraded training 
programme. [HL324] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Defence (Baroness 
Symons of Vernham Dean): The reconfiguration of the 
Chinook simulator to Mk2 standard was completed in 
the last quarter of 1993. The instructing training staff 
of the Operational Conversion Flight had completed 
conversion to the Mk2 version in August 1993. 

Fit Lt Tapper and FIt Lt Cook completed their 
conversion training programmes on 28 February 1994 
and 17 March 1994 resp~ctively.

European Security and Defence Policy: 
Intelligence Management

Lord Shore of Stepney asked Her Majesty’s 
Government: 

What are the commitments which the United 
Kingdom has entered into, under the European 
Security and Defence Policy, for the gathering, 
analysis and distribution of intelligence material for 
European Union purposes. [HL405] 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: At the 
European Council at Nice, EU member states agreed 
the terms of reference of the EU Military Staff, which 
would perform "early warning, situation assessment 
and strategic planning for Peters berg tasks". 
To carry out this task the staff will rely on 

appropriate national and multinational intelligence 
capabilities. The detailed arrangements for handling 
intelligence material will be subject to stringent 
safeguards and will take full account of existing 
national and multinational agreements.~ Rendlesham Forest Incident ~ 
Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
Whether they are aware of any involvement by 

Special Branch personnel in the investigation of the 
1980 Rendlesham Forest incident. [HL303] 

Baroness Symons ofVernham Dean: Special Branch 
officers may have been aware of the incident but would 
not have shown an in~er~st unless there was evidence of
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a potential threat to national security. No such interest 
appears to have been shown.-*" Lord Hill-Norton aked Her Majesty’s Government: "* 

Whether personnel from Porton Down visited 
Rendlesham Forest or the area surrounding RAF 
Walton in December 1980 or January 1981; and 
whether they are aware of any tests carried out in 
either of those two areas aimed at assessing any 
nuclear, biological or chemical hazard. [HU01]

Baroness Symons ofVernham Dean:The staff at the De(e~ce Evaluation and Research Agency (DERA) . 
Chemical and Biological Defence (CBD) laboratories 
at Porton Down have made a thorough search of their 
archives and have found no record of any such visits.

* Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: ’~ 
Whether they are aware of any uncorrelated 

targets tracked on radar in November or December 
1980; and whether they will give details of any such 
incidents. [HL302]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: Records dating 
from 1980 no longer exist. Paper records are retained 
for a period of three years before being destroyed. 
Recordings of radar data are retained for a period of 
thirty days prior to re-use of the recording medium.

*" Unidentified Flying Objects ~
Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
What is the highest classification that has been 

applied to any Ministry of Defence document 
concerning Unidentified Flying Objects. [HL304]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: A limited 
earch through available files has identified a number 
f documents graded Secret. The overall classification 
f the documents was not dictated by details of specific 
ightings of "UFOs"..

Arms Brokering and Trafficking: Licensing

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
When they expect to implement licensing for arms 

brokering and trafficking, which they announced at 
last year’s Labour Party Conference. [HL343]

The Minister for Science, Department of Trade and 
Industry (Lord Sainsbury of TurviIle): The new 
licensing controls on arms brokering and trafficking 
announced last September will be introduced under 
new powers on trafficking and brokering to be 
contained in an Export Control Bill; The Queen’s 
Speech announced that the Government will publish 
this Bill in draft during this session of Parliament. Full 
details of the new controls proposed on arms
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Ministrv of Defence

FRIDAY 4 MAY 2001

Admiral of The Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton GCB(X) (CB)

LORDS WRITTEN

To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by the 
Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean on 25th January (W A 22), why the 
Unidentified Flying Objects documents referred to were chissified secret; 
whether these documents had any caveats attached to them; and what was the 
reason for any such caveats. (HL1808)

Minister replying Baroness Symons

One document was classified ’Secret’ with a ’UK Eyes Only’ caveat because it contained 
information about the ’UK air defence ground environment that could be of significant value to 
hostile or potentially hostile states. Associated correspondence was given the same 
classification. Generally, however, notifications of and correspondence on the subject of ’UFO’ 
sightings are unclassified.

April 01 PQ Ref 1432L
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To ask HMG, further to the Written Answer by the Baroness Symons. . . on 25 January (W A 22), 
why the Unidentified Flying Objects documents referred to were classified secret; whether these 
documents had any caveats attached to them; and what was the reason for any such caveats.

Draft Answer -
Notifications of and correspondence on the subject of ’UFO’ sightings are generally

unclassified. However, one particular document was found to be classified ’Secret’, with a

’UK Eyes Only’ caveat because it contained information about the UK air defence ground

environment that could have been of significant value to hostile or potentially hostile states.

Associated correspondence has been given the same classification.

Draft Background Note:

PQ 0351L, tabled by Lord Hill-Norton in January, asked for the highest classification applied to any

MOD docum~nt concerning ’UFOs’ and the answer given explained that was Secret. The
Background Note indicated that a small number of documents had been traced by the Directorate

Air Staff (Secretariat) with a classification of Secret, including one which referred to a report by the

DIS on ’Unidentified Aerial Phenomena’. The Background Note also contained comment on the

document, its classification and the classification of associated correspondence and that information

is now used in answer to this latest question.
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Thursday, 25th January 2001.

Chinook Helicopter Mk II: Conversion 
Training

Lord Chalfont asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
When the Chinook helicopter simulator training 

facility and its related training programme were 
upgraded to cater for the Mk. II version of the 
helicopter; and when Flight Lieutenants Tapper and 
Cook completed their upgraded training 
programme. [HL324] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Defence (Baroness 
Symons of Vernham Dean): The reconfiguration of the 
Chinook simulator to Mk2 standard was completed in 
the last quarter of 1993. The instructing training staff 
of the Operational Conversion Flight had completed 
conversion to the Mk2 version in August 1993. 

FIt Lt Tapper and FIt Lt Cook completed their 
conversion training programmes on 28 February 1994 
and 17 March 1994 respectively.

European Security and Defence Policy: 
Intelligence Management

Lord Shore of Stepney asked Her Majesty’s 
Government: 

What are the commitments which the United 
Kingdom has entered into, under the European 
Security and Defence Policy, for the gathering, 
analysis and distribution of intelligence material for 
European Union purposes. [HL405] 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: At the 
European Council at Nice, EU member states agreed 
the terms of reference of the EU Military Staff, which 
would perform "early warning, situation assessment 
and strategic planning for Peters berg tasks". 
To carry out this task the staff will rely on 

appropriate national and multinational intelligence 
capabilities. The detailed arrangements for handling 
intelligence material will be subject to stringent 
safeguards and will take full account of existing 
national and multinational agreements.

-k’Rendlesham Forest Incident ~ 
Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
Whether they are aware of any involvement by 

Special Branch personnel in the investigation of the 
1980 Rendlesham Forest incident. [HL303] 

Baroness Symons ofVernham Dean: Special Branch 
officers may have been aware of the incident but would 
not have shown an interes~~e~s there was evidence of
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a potential threat to national security. No such interest 
appears to have been shown.-*’ Lord Hill-Norton aked Her Majesty’s Government: ’* 

Whether personnel from Porton Down visited 
Rendlesham Forest or the area surrounding RAF 
Walton in December 1980 or January 1981; and 
whether they are aware of any tests carried out in 
either of those two areas aimed at assessing any 
nuclear, biological or chemical hazard. [HL301]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: The staff at the De(e~ce Evaluation and Research Agency (DERA) . 
Chemical and Biological Defence (CBD) laboratories 
at Porton Down have made a thorough search of their 
archives and have found no record of any such visits.

* Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: ’~ 
Whether they are aware of any uncorrelated 

targets tracked on radar in November or December 
1980; and whether they will give details of any such 
incidents. [HL302]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: Records dating 
from 1980 no longer exist. Paper records are retained 
for a period of three years before being destroyed. 
Recordings of radar data are retained for a period of 
thirty days prior to re-use of the recording medium.

~. Unidentified Flying Objects ~
Lord Hill-Norton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 1 What is the highest classification that has been 

\ 

applied to any Ministry of Defence document 
concerning Unidentified Flying Objects. [HLJ04]

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: A limited 
earch through available files has identified a number 
f documents graded Secret. The overall classification 
fthe documents was not dictated by details of specific 
ightings of "UFOs"..

Arms Brokering and Trafficking: Licensing

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty’s Government: 
When they expect to implement licensing for arms 

brokering and trafficking, which they announced at 
last year’s Labour Party Conference. [HLJ43]

The Minister for Science, Department of Trade and 
Industry (Lord Sainsbury of TurvilIe): The new 
licensing controls on arms brokering and trafficking 
announced last September will be introduced under 
new powers on trafficking and brokering to be 
contained in an Export Control Bill; The Queen’s 
Speech announced that the Government will publish 
this Bill in draft during this session ofParIiament. Full 
details of the new controls proposed on arms
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PS/US of S

CODied to:

DAS-XO 
DCT&UKOps - SOl Airspace Integrity 
DIBCR-CG3 
DGMC-D News- Armed Forces 4 
TOG-CTL

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

ISSUE

1. The MOD has received a Freedom of Information request for background 
briefing papers to an official response to a Parliamentary Question. Details of 
the full request is attached at Annex A. This information falls within the scope 
of a qualified exemption of the Freedom of Information Act, namely: Section 
36 - Prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs.
RECOMMENDATION

2. That the Minister approves this proposal to release this information for the 
following reasons.

TIMING 
3. Routine.

BACKGROUND

4. The applicant has requested copies of the background papers to a 
Parliamentary Question from Admiral of the Fleet The Lord Hill-Norton 
GCB(X)(CB) in May 2001, regarding the classification of documents on 
Unidentified Flying Objects.

5. This information falls within the scope of a qualified exemption of the 
Freedom of Information Act: Section 36 (2)(b)(i) - Prejudice to the effective 
conduct of public affairs, as it relates to information that would, or would be 
likely to, inhibit the free and frank provision of advice. As it is a qualified 
exemption it is necessary for the MOD to consider whether there are 
overriding reasons why disclosure would not be in the public interest.
6. Against disclosure of the information is the need to insure that officials are 
able to provide Ministers with free and frank advice in support of draft answers 
provided to parliamentary questions without this advice becoming public
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If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 
of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information 
Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the MOD internal 
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of 
the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website, 
httD:/ /www.informationcommissioner.aov.uk.

Yours sincerely,
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LONDON 
WA 2HB 
e-mail :das-ufo-office@mod.uk

05/07/2006
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Main Building ..ehall 
ON 

S A 2HB

e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod. uk

6 June 2006

29/06/2006
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The National Archives
Counter Terrorism
Explanation of the 2006 role played by Directorate of Counter Terrorism & UK Ops (formerly known as DAO/Ops GE) in the assessment of UFO reports received by DAS UFO desk at MoD.
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{
Library Facilities. Locations & Opening Hours> Local Libraries> Orton

Orton Library
. HpwJpJind $ . Q~ning hours . $ervi es . Faciliti s . Wb_qt’$Qo . Other Activities . CQrning$QQn

How find 
We are in the Orton Centre, on the opposite side to QD and next to Bushfield 
Community College.

Address venue details 
Orton Centre, Peterborough, PE2 5RQ 
Renewals: 08458505606 QnlJnerenewals 
Enquiries: 01733742700 
Email: prtonlibrary@peterborough.gov.uk

Opening Hours
Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday

1 0.30am to 5.00pm 

9.30am to 6.00pm 

9.30am to 7.00pm 

9.30am to 7.00pm 

9.30am to 6.00pm 

9.30am to 5.00pm 

CLOSED

Services . Free library membership . A range of books - fiction, non-fiction and reference . Picture and board books . Talking books on tape and CD . Free requests for all items from our catalogue . Renewal of books 24hrs per day by phone or Internet . Reading advice . 24/7 access to online information and resources newspapers, reference books, journals and encyclopedias. . Access to Council information . Free use of PCs and access to the Internet . Enquiry and information service . Local and community information . Local history and Archive services

Facilities . A children’s area . Copying and fax . Adaptive Technology which allows access to computing for those with disabilities

What1s On
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Peterborough City Council - Orton

Regular Events and Activities .ime . Tuesdays 10.00am - 10.30am (term time only) . Thursdays 10.00am - 10.30am (all year round) 
Baby Rhyme Time . Mondays 10.30am - 11.00am (alternate weeks) . Rhymes and sing-a-Iong for babies and toddlers . Please ask at the library for the next date 
Learn Direct . Access your courses on our computers 
Free Computer taster sessions . Introduction to Internet . Introduction to email . Introduction to scanning . Contact library for s ssion times and to book a place 
Orton Reading Group . first Wednesday of every month at 10.00am (contact the library for further details) 

Other Activities and Events

I Date II Event II Time II Cost I
Special Story Time with Orton Surestart

. In partnership with Orton Surestart
Thursday 20th July . For under fives & parents/carers 10am - 10:45 Free. Tickets available from 6th July. Places are limited so book early

Make me a Wish: Craft me a Story. With professional story teller Polly Howat
Wednesday 26th July . For children 7 - 11 10am - noon E2.00. Tickets available from 3rd July. Please book in advance. Refreshments included

Pupper show with Diddley Dee Puppets

. Arranged by Orton Surestart
Tuesday August 8th . For under 5s & parents/carers 10am - 10:45 Free. Tickets available from 24th July. Limited places so book early

All About Me

. Create a scrap book. For under 6s and parents/carers
Tuesday 15th August . Includes refreshments and scrapbook lOam -11.00 E1.50. Please bring in your own photos & pictures. Tickets available from 3rd July. Please book in advance

. Please contact the library for details of future events 
Taster sessions . How to use a scanner . Family history starter sessions 
Class Visits for Schools . Please contact the library to arrange 
Events and Activities for families, adults and children
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Peterborough City Council - Orton .. If.. ~ . Summer reading schemes . Holiday activities 

&ing Soon 
Look out for new events and activities on our website or in our library
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