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UNIDENTIFIED LIGHT - WEVAK AREA,

The Range Commander,
lorodinga,

At Viewnlk, the asite of the Vixen "A" tests, approximately
15 mdles from Maralinga Village, are a mmber of static balloons used in
dnstrumentation, At 7.15 p.m. on 15th July, 1960, a telephone report was
received from Constable Hubexrt Dave SCARBOROUGH, whe is stationed on the
gite, that a balloon had burnt in the air, The Balloon Officer made an
inspection and found that all balloons were intact.

2e The Constable vas questioned and said that he was sitting
in his caravan at approximately 7.5 pe.m, when his attention wos drawn to
a light, of approximately the power of bright moonlight, playing on the
ground, He left the caravan and saw what he deseribed as a white light
travelling from East to West. A= it sppeared to come ncarer, or grow
lorger, it turned to a red colour, Because of its position and height he
thought, at first, that 1t was a balloon afire and reported it as such,
Owing to lack of lmowledge as to distance sway it was found difficult to
estimate the size of the light, The only fact contributed that could
asgiat was that the light appeared to ccoupy 15 to two degreecs of the
horizon, The Constable thought that the lipght burned for thirty seconds,

Je Conatable Richard Hemry MAXWELL who was ocutside the
coravan at Roadside, thirteen mlles frem the Village, saw a light out of
the eorner of his eye at about 7 p.m. He thought that the light appeaved
to come from the direction of Wewnk a distance of 21 miles, /s faor as he
Imows the light did not play on the ground in his immediante vicinity, The
Light had made so little impression on his mind that he failed to mentiom
it tﬂﬂnmmimwhmhamtunmﬂtnthammvmmdmmueﬂitanhr
when he received a telephone call from the Consteble at Wewalk inquiring

if the light hnd been witnessed at Rondside,

' The light was observed from the Village at about the same
time by the fellowing persomel -

2/945 Capt. Keith Angus ROSS, Catering Officer.

Trevor James HOSKINS, Techmical Assistamt, Health Physics Group, :
Russell MeFarlane KINGSIEY, Fitter, Department of Mines, and

Ian Kermeth HASEARD, Supervising Techmician, P.M.G's Department,

A1l gave, more or less, the same description. They saw a light over the
direction of Wewak, There was some disagreement as to the duration of

the light; this varied between two and fifteen seconds, The discrepancy
could be explained by some people seeing the light some seconds after it
had first appeared, The person who saw it for Fifteen seconds was able
to reconstruct his movements at the portioular time and it is thought that
his estimate is reasonable, While an agree-ent could not be reached as to
the exnot time all agree that it was some time after 7 p.m.

Sa Inquiries, with negative result, were made of Woomera in
case a firing had taken place and was witnessed in this aren, The same
acuroe was used to contact a suwrvey party from Excil Phy, Itd. who were
camped in the vicinity of Bm in an effort to discover if they had
witnessed any phenomenon such as a metecr, The result was nepative,

F o O o e W e o M T T T
4 I|I 1?..':_._ L} 1) .“’EI J'L



6.4 A suggestion that the light could have been produced by
a photo=flash from a high-flying aircraft was discounted. No aircraft
mhm:ﬂatthuﬂmnrﬂ,inwm,mhmﬂnphntn-ﬂnﬂ:hma
duration of anything like fif'teen seconds,

Te Scientific peraormel who would have the "know=how" were
gquestioned in case the light waa the result of a practical joke.
Assurances were given that no member of the Scientific parties were

respongible,

8e One practical suggestion was made by a Scilentific Officer
that the light could have been caised by "St. Elmo's fire", The Balloon
Officer said that, although the ballcons are "earthed" sometimes static
electricity does budld~up sufficiently to electrify the anchor vehicle.,
Three balloons axe in line with the pozition where the light was obaerved
from Wewak and approximately half a rmdle distant from the caravan., At
such a distance it is understood that 1} degrees of the horizon could be
caloulated to approximately LO feet, Opportunity was taken during a
vigit to Adeladde to attempt some research into static electricity at the
Adelodde Public Library, No reference boock produced gave much useful
infoarmation, The following description of "St. Elmo's fire" was extracted
from an encyclopaedin =

" esethe glow accompanylng the brush-~like discharges of
atmospheric electricity which usually appears as a tip

of Hght on the extremity of pointed objects such as

church towers or the masts of ships during stormy weather,
It is commonly accompanded by a crackling or fizsing noise."

Se lr. Oliver Herry Turmer, Health Fhysics Officer, who
possecsses an inquiring mind, made an independent imvestipation and
extenmive calculations, He is of the opindon that the light was not
the result of a natural phenomencn but caused by an unddentified flying
object; either a cone from a satellite or a "flying saucer,"

10, It is felt that all avemues of inquiry at Maralinga
have now been covered and that it is not possible to positively identify
the source of the light, It ia felt, however, that the light was the
result of either a meteor or static elun‘hici‘lar.
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36D, J.J.A. BANLE
Security Officer, Maralinga
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