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UNCLASSIFIED 

UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND 
OFFICE OF THE CHJEF OF STAFF 

7 115 SOUTH BOUNDARY BOULEVA RD 
MACDILL AI R FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 33621-5 10 1 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

APR Z Z 1015 

SUBJECT: Classification Determination - Army Regulation 15-6 Report of Investigation into 
the Civilian Casualty Near Harim, Syria, 5 November 2014 

1. Pursuant to Executive Order 13526 and the May 5, 2011 memorandum from the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, SUBJECT: Delegation ofTop Secret Original Classification Authority, I 
am a TOP SECRET original classification authority for aJI documents that originate within or are 
classified by Headquarters USCENTCOM and/or our subordinate units. 

2. I (b)(3), (b){6) ~. submitted a report of investigation, with exhibits, of the 
civilian casualty (CIVCAS) investigation after execution of an air strike near Harim, Syria, on 
5 November 2014. I (b)(3), (b)(6) I report of investigation, as originally submitted, included a 
number of documents and photographs that bore various Information Security classification 
markings. In order to ensure that all markings are appropriate and correctly annotated, I directed 
that a team of subject matter experts from across this Headquarters review the full report of 
investigation for anticipated public release. 

3. In my capacity as a TOP SECRET Original Classification Authority, I have now thoroughly 
reviewed the team's complete proposal and personally adopt their various classification and 
annotation recommendations in their entirety as well as approve a publicly releasable version of 
I (b)(3), (b)(6) I report that fully redacts all classified material, in addition to other appropriate 
redactions of information, as authorized by the Freedom of Information Act. 

4. A copy of this memorandum will be appended at or near the beginning of each version of the 
report that is kept on file within this Headquarters or that may be shared with others outside of 
this command. Points of contact for this matter are the Special Security Office (CCJ2-ADD
SSO) and the Staff Judge Advocate's Office. 

~ 
MICHAEL X. G~ 
Major General, U.S. Army 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE- OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE 

APOAE09306 

13 February 2015 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve, 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, APO AE 09306 

SUBJECT: Executive Summary of Allegations of Civilian Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 
5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of(IVO) Harim, Syria 

1. During the late night and early morning hours ofNovember 5-6, 2014, coalition aircraft 
conducted airstrikes on targets in the vicinity ofHarim City, Idlib Govemate, Syria. The strikes 
were designed to destroy targets utilized by Khorasan Group-affiliated extremists to meet and 
manufacture explosives, including an explosives-making and storage facility used by known 
improvised explosive device (lED) manufacturers. Khorasan Group targets were assessed as 
destroyed as a result of those airstrikes. Despite the success of the airstrikes in destroying the 
targets, the strikes likely resulted in the deaths of two civilians, and caused minor injuries to two 
other civilians residing near one of the targeted locations. 

2. During November, 2014, United States Central Command (USCENTCOM) received reports 
of civilian casualties (CIVCAS) resulting from an airstrike in the vicinity of Harim City. The 
reports appeared to describe the November 5-6 airstrikes. The reports contained statements that 
confirmed the airstrikes targeted specific buildings that had been verified as enemy lo.cations, 
and the airstrikes were accurate in striking those locations. The reports stated that the strikes 
destroyed buildings and ammunition depots used by enemy forces, and kiJled known fighters, but 
also caused deaths and injuries to civilians, including the daughter of a known enemy fighter. 

3. As a result of the reports ofCIVCAS, a credibility assessment of the allegations was 
conducted by the Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve (CJTF-OIR) on 
December 22, 2014and completed on December 31,2014. The assessment found some of the 
CIVCAS allegations to be initially credible based on the information available. Therefore, the 
Commander, CJTF-OIR, initiated this formal investigation. 

4. The November 5-6, 2014 airstrikes in the vicinity ofHarim City, Syria, likely resulted in the 
destruction of Khorasan Group-affiliated targets that had been converted to military use. The 
primary weapons used against the targets functioned properly, accurately struck the intended 
targets, and caused secondary explosions. 

5. A preponderance of the evidence available indicates the strikes likely resulted in the deaths of 
two civilian children at or near one of the targeted locations. The children had not been assessed 
as residing at any of the targets. The strikes also caused minor injuries to two civilian! (b)(6l I 
I {b)(Sl I local employees residing near one of the targets. Based on the 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT: Executive Summary of Allegations of Civilian Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 
5 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of(IVO) Harim, Syria 

information available, the exact locations of the civilians in relation to the targets, and whether 
the civilians were killed or injured by primary or secondary explosions could not be determined. 

6. The targets engaged were valid military targets at the time of the strikes. The airstrikes in 
question were conducted in accordance with all military authorities, targeting guidance, and 
applicable rules of engagement. Additionally, reasonable measures were undertaken to avoid the 
death or injury of civilians during the strike by thoroughly reviewing the targets prior to 
engagement, relying on accurate assessments of the targets, and engaging the targets when the 
risk to non-combatants was minimized. Nonetheless, the death of any civilians is regrettable, 
and coalition targeting practices incorporating mitigation measures to prevent civiHan casualties 
to the maximum extent possible based on operational requirements, the rules of engagement, and 
the Law of Armed Conflict will be continued. 

7. POC for this memorandum is the undersigned at._l --~_.:.;(b"-lo)(3•)~, (..;.:bl.(6._) ___ __.l 

(b)(3) , (b)(6) 

cer 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED 

AR 15-6 Investigation - Harim Syria CIVCAS, 5-6 Nov 14 4/27/2015-005 



OFFICER/BOARD OF OFFICERS 

ointed by Brigadier General Thomas D. Weidley, Chief of Staff, Combined Joint Task Force- Operation Inherent Resolve 
(Appointing authority) 

on ___ 8_J_a_n.,.,u_,a,-7ry'-;-2_0_1_5 _ _ (Attach inclosure 1: Letter of appointment or summary of oral appointment data.) (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.) 
(Date) 

The (investigation) (board) commenced at HQ, CJTF-OlR, Camp Arifjan, Kuwait at 0900 
(Place) (Time) 

on 8 January 20 15 (If a formal board met for more than one session, check here I -] . Indicate in an inclosure the time each session began and 
(Date) 

ended, the place, persons present and absent, and explanation of absences, if any.) The following persons (members, respondents, counsel) were 

present (After each name, indicate capacity, e.g., President, Recorder, Member, Legal Advisor.) 

following persons (members. respondents, counsel) were absent: (Include brief explanation of each absence.) (See paras 5-2 and 5-Ba. AR 15-6.) 

The (investigating officer) (board) finished gathering/hearing evidence at - --- ---::l:::-7_0_0:-------- on ____ 1_5_F_e_b.,.,r=-u-:a-'ry;-2_0_1_5 _ _ _ 
(Time) (Date) 

n 16 February 2015 
0 -------.,=--:~-------(Date) 

and completed findings and recommendations at 1700 

Explanation by the investigating officer or board of any unusual delays, difficulties, irregularities, or other problems 
encountered (e.g. , absence of material ? 

answers on an 
NIA column constitutes a positive representation that the circumstances described in the question did not occur in this investigation 

Page 1 of 4 ~/2015 • 006 APO PE vl. JO 



or considered as evidence individually numbered or lettered as 

If requested, did the recorder assist the respondent in obtaining evidence in possession of the Government and in 
arranging for the presence of witnesses (para 5-8b, AR 15-6)? 

re all of the respondent's requests and objections which were denied Indicated in the report of proceedings or in an 
.tclosure or exhibit to it (para 5-11 , AR 15-6)? 

FOOTNOTES: 1L answers on an attached sheet. 
ZJ. Use of the NIA column constitutes a positive representation that the circumstances described in the question did not occur in this investigation 

or board. 
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SECTION IV- FINDINGS (para 3-10, AR 15-6) 

The (investigating officer) (board) . having carefully considered the evidence, finds: 

See Attached Memorandum dated 13 February 20 I 5. 

SECTION V- RECOMMENDATIONS (para 3-11, AR 15-6) 

In view of the above findings, the (investigating officer) (board) recommends: 

See Attached Memorandum dated 13 February 2015. 
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SECTION VI- AUTHENTICATION {para 3-17, AR 15-6) 

THIS REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE. (If any voting member or the recorder fails to sign here or in Section VII 
below, indicate the reason in the space where his signature should appeaj 

{Recorder) 

{Member) (Member) 

(Member) (Mem~er) 

SECTION VII -MINORITY REPORT (para 3-13, AR 15-6) 

To the extent indicated in Inclosure . the undersigned do(es) not concur in the find ings and recommendations of the board. 

(In the indosure, identify by number each finding and/or recommendation in which the dissenlilg member(s) do(es) not concur. State the 
reasons for disagreement. Additional/subsitute findings and/or recommendations may be included in the init>sure.) 

(Member) (Member) 

SECTION VIII- ACTION BY APPOINTING AUTHORITY (para 2-3. AR 15-6) 

.rndings and recommendations of the (investigating officer)~) are (approved) ((J;safll'• ayed) (approved with following exa:ptionsl 
substitutions). (If the aprninting authority returns the proceedings to the investigating officer or boardor further proceedings or 
coffective action, attach that coffespondence (or a summary, if oral) as a numbered inclosure.) 

~ llt1-n/e/~~l;;ft.,~ .I::l CAW ~t. ~irJ!hJ1'./U) T>Y)r «81 ~~ ~~~ J~IL!.- ~ 
ftJtl '"1~M'" Cb L ~ J:f'/ nr£- litll1tt~, 
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ieu ant Gener~ 
Commanding 

..... . . . . . . . . 
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CJTF-OIR-J2 

SECRETNNOFORN 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE- OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE 

APO AE 09306 

13 February 2015 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, Combined Joint Task Force-Operation 
Inherent Resolve, Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, APO AE 09306 

SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

1. (U//FOUO) On 9 January 2015 1,1 (bH3l. (bHSl I was appointed as 
an Investigating Officer (10) to investigate the facts and circumstances surrounding a 
series of coalition airstrikes that led to potential CIVCAS at 052229Z (060229L) NOV 14 
IVO Harim City, ldlib Governate, Syria. 

2. (SUWF) Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF). During the late evening and early morning 
hours of 5-6 NOV 14, U.S. aircraft conducted multiple airstrikes on Khorasan Group 
(KG)-affiliated targets and personnel IVO Harim City, Syria, to destroy KG's ability to 
create explosives that could potentially be used against targets in the Area of Operation. 
The targets had been I (b)(1)1 .4a land approved by USCENTCOM 
for strike. Two series of buildings targeted, identified as compounds 001 and 002, were 
assessed as valid military targets being used as meeting places for senior KG 
extremists I (b)(Sl l and as explosives-making and storage 
facilities. Multiple aircraft engaged the targets. The aircraft observed weapons 
accurately striking their intended targets on Compound 001 and Compound 002. Post
strike battle damage assessment (BOA) of the two targets determined the airstrikes 
struck their intended targets, with 6 (six) buildings destroyed, and 2 (two) buildings 
damaged. By a preponderance of the evidence, the airstrikes likely caused the deaths 
of two civilian children who were likely residing at or near one of the targets. The 
airstrikes also likely injured 2 (two) I (bJ(Sl I local 
employees, who were residing near one of the targets. The targets were valid military 
targets and the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) principles of military necessity, 
proportionality, distinction, and unnecessary suffering were adhered to during the 
targeting and engagement process. Furthermore, the strikes were conducted lAW 
military authorities and the rules of engagement (ROE) current at the time of the strikes. 
All targeting procedures were followed in order to mitigate possible civilian casualties 
during these strikes. 

3. (U//FOUO) Methodology. 

SECRETNNOFORN 
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SECRET,tJNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

a. (U//FOUO) I reviewed the following information to inform these findings and 
recommendations: maps of the area showing the approximate location of the strikes; a 
Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) report entitled "The International Alliance 
Airstrikes Kill More Civilians and Target Ahrar AI-Sham Movement for the First Time;" 
attributed local national photographs and video footage purportedly from the location of 
the airstrikes; statements provided by Syrian civil society contacts to the US Department 
of State; a statement from a staff member ofl (b)(Sl Ito a USAID employee; 
video from the strike; map overlays of the strike site; strike storyboards; and 
USCENTCOM targeting documents prepared prior to the 5-6 NOV 14 airstrikes. That 
information is incorporated as enclosures and attached to this report. 

b. (U//FOUO) I also consulted the following documents for reference only: AR 15-6 
(Reference A); AR 600-20 (Reference B); CJTF-OIR CIVCAS Credibility Assessment, 
dtd 31 DEC 14 (S//NF) (Reference C); USCENTCOM 212045Z SEP 14 EXORD (Kinetic 
Strike Operations in Syria) (S) (Reference D); USCENTCOM Positive Identification 
(PID) Policy 200053Z DEC 08 (S) (Reference E); CJSCI 3160.01A, dtd 12 OCT 12 (No 
Strike and the Collateral Damage Methodology) (U//FOUO) (Reference F); 
USCENTCOM Supplement to CJSCI 3160.01A, dtd 25 MAR 14 (U//FOUO) (Reference 
G). 

4. (S//NF) Facts. 

a. (S/IR~L USA, FVEY) During the late evening and early morning hours of 5-6 
NOV 14, U.S. aircraft conducted multiple airstrikes on Khorasan Group (KG)-affiliated 
targets IVO Harim City, Syria. (Enclosures 1, 2, 3, 4). 

b. (6/IREL USA, F\JEY) The targets were I (b)(1)1 .4a land 
approved by USCENTCOM for strike on 5-6 NOV 14 lAW reference E. (Enclosures 3, 
4). 

c. (S/lR~L USA, F\J~Y) Two targets IVO Harim City, identified in targeting 
documents as compounds 001 and 002, were struck on 5-6 NOV 14. Both compounds 
001 and 002 comprised multiple structures, and were formerly Category II No-Strike 
facilities that were assessed as being converted to military use by members of KG. lAW 
References F and G, the targets were removed from the No-Strike List (NSL) and 
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SEGRETNNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

approved for a single engagement due to a determination by USCENTCOM that the 
structures had been repurposed as military facilities by enemy forces. (Enclosures 3, 4). 

d . (SI/R~b TO USA, FV~Y) Intelligence assessed compound 001 as a KG-affiliated 
meeting place and storage location for '::-~--::-:--:--<,_.bJ~(6.:...l ----......1!-' ...;;.:a.;..;.n....:..l ;..;;;raqi national 
lED expert,! (b)(SJ l a foreign fighter, (b)(SJ and 
I (b)(SJ I KG member. (Enclosure 4). 

e . (S//R~L TO USA, FV~Y) Intelligence identified compound 002 as a KG-affiliated 

meeting place for KG extremists! (b)(SJ lbomb making 
expert, KG-affiliated bomb making expert! (b)(SJ I and KG-affiliated electronics and 
explosives expert! (b)(6) ~ (Enclosure 3). 

f. (S/,<NF) Other residential and commercial structures were situated around both 
targets. (Enclosures 3, 4). 

g. The targets were engaged by I (b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1 )1.4g, (b)(3), (b)(6) I at 
approximately 2229Z 5 NOV 14. Compound 001 was engaged withl (b){1l1 .4a 
I (b)(1l1 .4a l Compound 002 was engaged by I (bl(1l1.4a I 
millisecond (MS) delay), and I (b)(1)1.4a fvlS delay). (Enclosures <t~<~9 .. 4 (b)(1)1.4g, (bt 3J, (b)(6) 
observed that the second detonation was greater than expected, likely due to secondary 
explosions. (Enclosure 2). 

h. (U//FOUO) USCENTCOM received open source reports of the deaths of civilians 
soon after the airstrikes. USCENTCOM also received still and video images purportedly 
showing damage from the strike and 2 dead civilians. (Enclosures 5, 6, 7 , 8). 

i. (U//FOUO) The images of the dead civilians showed 2 (two) bodies of female 
children that were dusty, and which appeared to have sustained injuries to their ear 
drums, consistent with having been in close proximity to blast overpressure injuries. 
(Enclosures 6, 7). 

j. (S//NF) On 6 NOV 14, a l (bJ(SJ !Contact reported to a US 
Department of State representative that airstrikes hit military targets IVO Harim, a 
residence of JAN [Jabat al Nusra] fighters with their families, and a warehouse of 
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SECRETUNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

ammunition in its basement, was struck. The contact reported that children were killed 
in the attack, but that the same building was used by ISIS in the past. (Enclosure 9). 

k. (Sf}NF) A representative of the I (bHGl l reported to a USAID 
representative that airstrikes IVO Harim City on 06 0200L NOV 14 injured 2 local! (b)(GJ I 
~members. Thel (bl(Gl !representative related that specific buildings that were 
struck were verified JAN locations, had hit their intended targets and resulted in 
multiple secondary explosions that damaged surrounding areas. The representative 
related thel (b)(Gl I members were not in the targeted buildings, but one target engaged 
had been in close proximity to the residence of a local I (b)(GJ I member. One~ 
member suffered I (b)(Gl I and another suffered a I (b){GJ I injury from 
secondary explosions. (Enclosure 1 0). 

5. (U//FOUO) Findings. In accordance with Reference A, AR 15-6, I make the 
following specific find ings regarding the CIVCAS allegations initially deemed credible by 
the 31 DEC 14 CJTF-OIR CIVCAS assessment (Reference C): 

a. (U//FOUO) The targets were valid military targets. The LOAC principles of 
military necessity, proport.ionality, distinction, and unnecessary suffering were adhered 
to. The strikes were conducted lAW current military authorities, ROE, and the LOAC. 
Targeting procedures were followed to mitigate possible CIVCAS for the 5-6 NOV 14 
strikes IVO Harim City, Syria. 

b. (U//FOUO) A preponderance of the evidence supports a finding that during the 
strike, 2 (two) civilian children were killed and 2 (two) local I (b)(GJ !members 
received minor injuries during one of the coalition airstrikes on 5-6 NOV 14 targeting KG 
IVO Harim City, Syria, most likely on the strikes targeting compounds 001 and 002. It is 
impossible to determine with the information currently available which specific strike on 
5-6 NOV 14 IVO Harim City caused the CIVCAS, and whether the CIVCAS occurred by 
primary or secondary explosions. 

1. (U//FOUO) Reports of the deaths of the civilians were received by 
USCENTCOM soon after the strike. The number of civilians alleged to have been killed 
or wounded in the reports varied between three (Enclosure 9), four (Enclosure 5) and 
six (Enclosure 1 0). Additionally, images of two civilian children were also received. The 
timing of the reports and statements make it difficult for the individuals reporting the 
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SEGRET/JNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

allegations to have colluded on their information, but the reports and statements were 
from non-eyewitnesses to the strikes. 

2. (U//FOUO) Review of still and video images of 2 (two) children that 
accompanied the reports received by USCENTCOM indicate the individuals likely 
sustained injuries from a bomb blast. 

3. (SHREL MESF) Review of other images accompanying the reports showing 
ground level perspective of damaged and destroyed buildings correspond with Coalition 
intelligence describing the targets. For example, one of the Coalition targets that 
evening was a former gas station. Several of the provided images show what appears 
to be a destroyed gas station, matching the imagery. 

4. (S//REL MESF) The statement provided by the I (b)(Sl I to the 
USAI D representative describe a timeline of events that is consistent with the airstrikes. 
Additionally, the description of the strikes provided in the statement, such as a 
description of secondary explosions, was observed by the aircraft conducting the 
strikes. 

6. (U//FOUO) Additional Findings. I was tasked to answer the following questions in 
the AR 15-6 appointment memorandum. 

a. (U//FOUO) What were the factual circumstances that led to this engagement? 

1. (SHREL TO USA, FVEY) Prior to the strike on compound 001, intelligence 
assessed it as a KG-affiliated meeting place and stora e location for 

' (b)(SJ l an Iraqi national lED expert, (b)(Sl a orergn 
. (b)(Sl IKG member. (Enclosure 4). 

2. (SNREL TO USA, FVEY) Prior to the strike on compound 002, intell igence 
identified it as a KG-affiliated meeting place for extremists (b){Sl 

I (b)(Sl lbomb making expert, KG-affiliated bomb making expert (b)(SJ 

affiliated electronics and explosives expert! (bH6l I (Enc osure 

3. (81/REL TO USA, FVEY) The targets were I (b)(1)1 .4a Ito 
USCENTCOM for strike. JAW Reference F (CJSCI 3160.01A), the compounds were 
formerly designated No-Strike entity (NSE) Category (CAT) II facilities. CAT II no strike 
facilities (NSFs) include nonmilitary billeting and accommodations such as private 
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SECRETJJNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

civilian housing. NSEs may lose their protected status and removed from the NSL if 
they are used for a military purpose. Before strikes can be approved and executed, the 
combatant command must remove the No-Strike CATCODE. The Combatant 
Commander or his designated representative is the only level of command authorized to 
change the status of an entity on the NSL. 

4. (SI/REL TO USA, FVEY) For compounds 001 and 002, the CDR 
USCENTCOM removed the CATCODE restriction and approved the strike for a single 
engagement due to a determination that compounds 001 and 002 had been repurposed 
as military facilities by enemy forces. (Enclosures 3, 4). 

5. (S//NF) Mission reports and video footage identified two specific targets engaged 
IVO Harim City byl (b)(1)1 .4a, (b)(1)1.4Q , (b)(3), (b)(6) L at approximately 2229Z 5 
NOV 14. (Enclosures 1, 2). Based on satellite imagery, both targets were IVO other 
structures. (Enclosure 11 , 12). 

6. (U//FOUO) Secondary explosions were observed during and immediately 
following the coalition airstrikes. (Enclosures 13, 14). After the strikes, open source 
reports alleged that multiple civilians, including children, were killed during the strikes. 
(Enclosure 5) . One of the civilians was identified in enclosure 5 as the daughter of~ 

(b)(SJ an ANF fighter. (Enclosure 5). The report identified ! (b)(SJ I 
(b (6 as an individual killed in one of the strikes on 5-6 NOV, but there is no further 

information corroborating the report of his death . (Enclosure 5) . The other child was not 
identified. 

7. (SHREL TO USA, FVEY) The post-strike BOA assessed multiple buildings at 
compounds 002 and 001 were damaged or destroyed during the strikes. (Enclosure 1, 
2). Based on the imagery provided in enclosures 5, 7, 12, and 15, and the description 
of the strikes in enclosure 1 and enclosure 2, numerous buildings may have sustained 
effects from the strikes or secondary explosions. 

b. (U/IFOUO) Who authorized the engagement and under what authority? 

(SHREL TO USA, FVEY) The engagement was authorized by the Commander, 
USCENTCOM. 

c. (U//FOUO) Was the engagement conducted under authorities and ROE current at 
the t ime as outlined in the USCENTCOM Execute Order Kinetic Operations in Syria? 
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SECRET!!NOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

1. (S/IREL TO USA, IRKS) The engagement was conducted under the current 
authorities and ROE. The targets engaged were valid military targets and their geo
spatiallocations were accurately identified. (Enclosures 3, 4). 

2. (SOREL TO USA, IRKS) Coalition forces had positive identification (PI D) of the 
targets and the targets were appropriately removed from the NSL lAW References F 
and G. The targets' predominant functions were military purposes-meeting places and 
bomb making and storage facilities for hostile forces. The weapons used on the targets 
functioned correctly and were accurate. (Enclosures 1, 2). 

d. (U//FOUO) Was the basis of the authorization of the engagement reasonable 
given the circumstances at the time? 

1. (U//FOUO) Having considered all evidence gathered during this investigation, I 
find that the basis for the authorization of the engagement was reasonable, based on 
the intelligence and the information available at the time. 

2. (SI.!REL TO USA, FVEY) Prior to the strike on compound 001 , intelligence 
assessed it as a KG-affiliated meeting place and storage location for i (b){6) I 

(b)(SJ an Ira i national lED ex ert, b s a fore1gn fighter; 
{b)(6) KG member. (Enclosure 4). 

3. (Sh'REL TO USA, FVEY) Prior to the strike on compound 002, intelligence 
identified it as a KG-affiliated meeting place for extremists! (b)(6) I 
I (b)(6) I bomb making expert, KG-affiliated bomb making expert I (b)(6) I and KG-
affiliated electronics and explosives expert! (b)(6) ~ (Enclosure 3). 

e. (S/IREL USA, IRKS) What procedures are required to mitigate civilian casualties 
and collateral damage? Were those procedures followed for this engagement? 

1. (SJREL USA, MESF) Commanders must consider the assigned mission, 
the current situation, higher commanders' intent and other available guidance in 
determining the level of force required for mission accomplishment. Commanders will 
ensure that military operations are conducted in accordance with the law of war 
principles of military necessity, proportionality, distinction, and unnecessary suffering. 
(Reference E). 

2. (SJREL USA, IRKS) lAW LOAC and Reference E (Positive Identification 
Policy), targets must be positively identified as a legitimate military objective before 
being engaged. Single use civilian targets are protected and are not valid military 
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SEGRETHNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

targets. Dual use facilities are valid military targets characterized as serving both a 
military and civilian (i.e., noncombatant) purpose or function. Dual-use facilities may 
also consist of NSFs occupied by enemy combatants. NSFs occupied by enemy 
combatants for the purpose of advancing military objectives lose their LOAC protection 
and are not classified as dual-use. Similarly, if the function of an NSF is determined by 
proper authority to be supporting military operations and /or objectives exclusively, it is 
not classified as dual-use. A targeted facility formerly characterized as dual-use must 
have its protected status removed by proper authority before it may be engaged. Only 
someone with the proper authority may remove the protected status of a facility, after it 
is determined that the predominant function or purpose of the target is to advance 
military objectives. 

3. (S//REL TO USA, FVEY) In this case, the protected status of compounds 001 
and 002 was lifted after determination that their predominant use was for hostile 
purposes - a meeting place and safe-house for foreign extremists. The facilities were 
visited and used by known KG-affiliated members. Multiple intelligence reports placed 
the individuals at these locations. The targets had been converted to military use by 
members of KG. (Enclosures 3, 4). 

4. (SHNF) On 05 NOV 14, the targets were validated by the CENTCOM J3, at a 
target validation board, and added to the CENTCOM IRAQI instability plan Restricted 
Target List (RTL). The targets were deemed legitimate military targets based on 
information available at the t ime of the target validation board. (Enclosures 3, 4). The 
targets were engaged in the early morning hours, when the risk to civilians was 
minimized. 

5. (S#REL TO USA, FVEY) At 052331Z NOV14, forces engaged compounds 
001 and 002 with {bl{1)1.4a Assessment wasl{b)(1)1.4a I KG buildings prob,....a_b ..... l ___, 
destroyed and b (1 1.4a KG buildings probably damaged at compound 001 and (b)(1)1.4a 
KG buildings probably destroyed at compound 002. (Enclosures 1, 2). 

f. (U//FOUO) Were there civilian casualties as a result of this engagement? If so, 
describe the nature of the civilian casualties. 

1. (U//FOUO)) The preponderance of the evidence supports the finding that 
there was CIVCAS as a result of the engagement, including 2 (two) children killed and 2 
(two )I (b)(Sl !workers injured. The following support this 
finding : 

2. (SOREL TO USA, FVEY) BOA: Post-strike BOA assessed multiple buildings 
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SECRETHNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

destroyed. Based on the video footage from enclosures 8, 13, and 14, it appears that 
numerous buildings may have sustained effects from either the strikes, or secondary 
explosions at the targeted locations. 

3. (SONF) One I (b)(SJ !contact reported to a DoS official that three children 
were killed in the airstrike; one of the buildings struck was a residence of JAN and their 
families with an ammunition warehouse in the basement, but that the! (b)(SJ I 
contact did not know whether the children [allegedly killed in the strike] were from that 
residence or from a neighbor's house. (Enclosure 9). The same source said that ISIS 
had used the same building in the past, and that all airstrikes had "hit military targets." 
(Enclosure 9). 

4. (SUNF) A staff member from I <bH6l lreported to a USAID official that 
four children were killed in the strike, two of their staff members were injured in 
explosions, and one staff member's residence was so badly damaged he had to 
relocate. The staff member did not identify the source of this information. (Enclosure 
10). 

5. (U) The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) reported the deaths of two 
children in Harim City, including a map of the area showing the approximate location of 
the strikes on 5-6 November. (Enclosure 5, 7) The SNHR report identified one child as 
the daughter ofl (b)(SJ ~ an AI-Nusra fighter, also identified as an 
individual killed in the strike. The report d1d not identify the other child. (Enclosure 5). 
The report also reported injuries to the wife and son otl (b)(SJ L but 
no images or other eye witness accounts corroborated that portion of the report. 
(Enclosure 5). 

6. (U) Open source video footage purportedly from that location showed 2 (two) 
female children that appear to be deceased. (Enclosure 6). This video footage was 
posted by a YouTube user who states he is against the Assad regime (Enclosures 6, 7, 
and 12). The user posts mostly videos from the ldlib province area (Harem City is in 
ld lib province), documenting demonstrations and Assad regime airstrikes, as well as 
atrocities committed by the regime. (Enclosure 12) No intelligence indicates which 
building the children were in , and thel (b)(6) I members did not specify their location 
in proximity to the strike, beyond stating they were not in the targeted building. 
(Enclosure 1 0). 

7. (U) Photos of the destroyed buildings in Harim City were posted on 6 
November, leaving little time for them to be damaged after the purported coalition 
airstrikes. 
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SECRETUNOFORN 

CJTF-OIR-J2 
SUBJECT: Army Regulation (AR)15-6 Investigation into Allegations of Civilian 
Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 5-6 November 14 Airstrikes in the vicinity of (IVO) 
Harim, Syria 

8. (SHNF) Reference C, the CJTF-OIR CIVCAS assessment, did not determine 
that other CIVCAS allegations beyond one child killed and two I (b)(6) I injured 
were credible. Upon my review, I determined by a preponderance of the evidence that 
one additional CIVCAS occurred and that the evidence did not support a finding that 
any further CIVCAS was caused by the airstrike. Reports provided several higher 
CIVCAS figures, but those reports were uncorroborated by photographs, video, or first
hand witness accounts. I therefore conclude that no further CIVCAS beyond 2 (two) 
killed and 2 (two) wounded occurred . 

g. (U//FOUO) What are you recommendations, if any, to mitigate civilian casualties 
based on this incident? 

I would recommend sustained ISR whenever practicable based on operational 
requirements, to ensure no civilians are entering or exiting a facility. 

h. (U//FOUO) What are your recommendations, if any, for changes to targeting 
policies and procedures based on this incident? 

I do not have any recommended changes to the targeting policies. Current 
targeting practices incorporate mitigation measures to prevent civilian casualties to the 
maximum extent possible based on operational requirements, the rules of engagement 
and the Law of Armed Conflict. 

i. (U//FOUO) What are your other recommendations based on the outcome of this 
engagement? 

I have no additional recommendations. Based on the facts and circumstances, 
all reasonable precautions were employed to mitigate civilian casualties. 

7. POC for this memorandum is the undersigned at .... l _______ (b.-.H3...-l .... (b ...... H..._.6l'------' 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

tnvesttgattng untcer 
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ACJA 

SECRETm.OFORN 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
UNITED STATES ARMY CENTRAL 

APO AE 09306 

17 February 2015 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, Combined Joint Task Force-Operation 
Inherent Resolve, Camp Arifjan , Kuwait, APO AE 09306 

SUBJECT: Legal Review of 15-6 Investigation CIVCAS Harim, Syria 

SECRETNNOFORN 
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SECRETNNQFQRN 

ACJA 
SUBJECT: Legal Review of 15-6 Investigation CIVCAS Harim, Syria 

(b)(S} 

6. POC for this memorandum is I (b}(3), (b}(6) 

email: I (b)(3), (b)(6) @mai l.smil.mil. 

FOR THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE: 

Encl 

2 
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- SECRE't'/ /PiOFOffii 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE-OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE 

APO, AE 09306 

ACCS 

S: 22 January 2015 

8 January 2015 

MEMORANDUM FORI (bJ(3J, {b)(SJ l Combined Joint Task Force- Operation 
Inherent Resolve, APO AE 09306 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Investigating Officer 

1. Appointment You are hereby appointed as an Investigating Officer pursuant to Army 
Regulation (AR) 15-6 into the facts and circumstances surrounding the strike that led to 
the potential engagement of civilians by coalition aircraft at 052229Z NOV 14 IVO Harim 
City, Syria. 

2. Scope of the Investigation. You will make specific findings on the following: 

a. What were the factual circumstances that led to this engagement? 

b. Who authorized the engagement and under what authority? 

c. Was the engagement conducted under current authorities and the Rules of 
Engagement as outlined in CJTF-OIR OPORD 15-001 including the Annexes and 
Appendices? 

d. Was the basis of the authorization of the engagement reasonable given the 
circumstances at the time? 

e. What CJTF procedures are required to mitigate civilian casualties and collateral 
damage? Were those procedures followed for this engagement? 

f. Were there civilian casualties as a result of this engagement? If so, describe the 
nature of the civilian casualties. 

g. What are your recommendations, if any, to mitigate civilian casualties based on 
this incident? 

h. What are your recommendations, if any, for changes to targeting policies and 
procedures based on this incident? 

i. What are your other recommendations based on the outcome of th is engagement 

3. Procedures. Follow the informal procedures of AR 15-6 for this investigation. 
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8ECRE'i?/ / liOFO:&N 

ACCS 
SUBJECT: Appointment of Investigating Officer and Assistant Investigating Officer 

4. Witnesses. 

a. You will interview any person you believe has relevant information, including any 
individual who participated in the authorization, execution, or monitoring of the 
en a ement. Possible witnesses may include members of Tij)J(1J1A!and the TF 

(b)(1)1 .4a If you come to suspect misconduct by an individual senior to 
you, you will consult your legal advisor for further guidance. 

b. Document all witness interviews on DA Form 2823 (Sworn Statement) and place 
all witnesses under oath before they sign their statements. If a sworn statement is not 
possible, (1) prepare a memorandum for record (MFR) summarizing your interview of 
that witness, (2) explain why a sworn statement was not possible, (3) certify that the 
MFR is an accurate summary of the interview, and (4) sign the MFR in your own name. 
Inform all witnesses that they must not discuss their statements with persons who have 
no official interest in this investigation. 

c. If you come to suspect that a witness may have committed misconduct, you will 
consult your legal advisor before starting or continuing your interview of that witness. 
Your legal advisor will help you determine if you need to advise the witness of his or her 
rights under Article 31 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) or the Fifth 
Amendment, U.S. Constitution. You will document all waivers of these rights on DA 
Form 3881 (Rights Warning Procedure/Waiver Certificate). 

d. Determine if any witness should sign a Privacy Act Statement before your 
interview and provide this document as necessary. 

5. Report of the Investigation. You will make findings of fact and recommendations on 
the DA Form 1574 based upon your investigation. The findings must be supported by 
the greater weight of the evidence than supports a contrary conclusion. You will 
recommend any remedial or corrective actions that should be taken. This may include 
actions to mitigate any activity you find inappropriate from occurring in the future and 
whether any type of disciplinary or administrative action should be taken against any 
responsible individual(s) involved in the present matter. Your final report will include a 
tabbed index of exhibits (to include this memorandum of appointment) and a chronology 
of events. If there is conflicting evidence, indicate whom you believe and your 
explanation. The completed investigation will include the following: 

a. This appointment memorandum 

b. DA Form 1574 

c. A memorandum for record with your findings and recommendations 

d. An executive summary 
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GE CRE'F//HOFORH 

ACCS 
SUBJECT: Appointment of Investigating Officer and Assistant Investigating Officer 

e. Witness statements 

f. Any other relevant exhibits 

6. Legal advisor. I (b)(3), (b)(6J I CJTF-OIRI (b)(6) lof Operational Law, has been 
appointed as your legal advisor. You will contact I (b)(3) , (b)(6J I for an in-brief before 
starting your investigation. His telephone number is SVOIPI !bH6l l He can also 
be reached by e-mail at I (b)(3J , (b)(SJ @mail.smil.mil. 

7. Principal duty. The completion of this investigation is your primary duty and should 
take precedence over all other assigned duties during the suspense period. Submit 
your report to the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate for legal review by the suspense 
date. If you are unable to complete the investigation during the time allowed, submit a 
request to me in writing, and annotate the reason for the requested extension on DO 
Form 261 . 

0~ 

~~~ 
{__/THOMAS D. WEIDLEY 

BGen, USMC 
Chief of Staff 

AR 15-61nvestigation - Harim Syria CIVCAS, 5-~tftE'F//iJOFORH 4/27/2015 - 024 



Pages I thr - - - - - - - -~u_g~-s_ redacted for the fo . 
(b)( l )l.4a, (b)( I) J.4g---------- _l~o~mg reasons: 

AR 15 6 - lnvestigat· 10n - H · anm Syria CIVCAS • S-6 Nov 14 4/27/2015 - 025 



Pages I thr - - - - - - - -~u_g~_4_ redacted for the fo . 
(b)(l)l.4a, (b)(I)J.4g---------- _l~o~mg reasons: 

AR 15 6 - lnvestigat· 10n- H · anm Syria CIVCAS • S-6 Nov 14 4/27/2015-026 



Pages I thr - - - - - - - -~u_g~-s_ redacted for the fo . 
(b)( l )l.4a, (b)( I) J.4g---------- _l~o~mg reasons: 

AR 15 6 - lnvestigat· 10n - H · anm Syria CIVCAS • S-6 Nov 14 4/27/2015 - 027 



Pages I thr - - - - - - - -~u_g~_7_ redacted for the fo . 
(b)(l)l.4a, (b)( I) J.4g---------- _l~o~mg reasons: 

AR 15 6 - lnvestigat· 10n - H · anm Syria CIVCAS • S-6 Nov 14 4/27/2015-028 



Tlti' reparl im:lwlt•\ 

Fist: Executive Summarv 

Second: Details 
Third: Evidence.r; and At
tachments 

·,Sunday 9 November 2014 

Exccutin Smn.mary 

On 6 November. 2014 the imernational all iance war-

p lanes carr ied out a number of airstrikes targeting cities ..... ..... 

located near the Syrian-Turkish Borders. The airstrikcs 
Largeted the following: 

I -Four military centers for An-Nassra front in ldlib coun

tryside - Harem city which ki l led lwo female children: 

one of whom was killed along "ath her father. who was 
an An-Nus ra f'mnt lighter and lived in house next to the 

agricultural bank. Also. his wire and son were critically 
wounded. 
2- An ammunition car in Saramda cjty and bumed her 

3 -A cen ter tor Ahrar Ash~Sham movement in Idlib coun

tryside - Babsqa vi llage. The imemational alliance·s mis

sile destroyed and burned an ammunition depot. This V\'as 

the fi rst time that the intemational alliance targets Ahrar 

Ash-Sham movement. 

4 - 1\ center for An-Nussra fron t in A leppo western coun

tryside in A l-Muhandsien area. The shelli ng destroyed the 
\Vhole building. 

O..,I'JJIR published on 2' < k t nh~:r. ~ lll -1 .1 "ll llh on the death 

toll of the intemaLionall al llance airstrikes which amounted 

to 24 victim incl uding women and children at that time . .... 

0 Wlt'll' • . m4hr.org - itif.o(f!.,m411r. or.~ 
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Details 
I 

fht! ti rs t auack- 1dlib countryside - llarem 
On Thursda. 6 November. 2014 at I :30 AM. the international a lliance warplanes 

1argetcd lour military point for An-Nussra front in ldlib no11hem count1yside - l [a

rem city near the Syrian-Turkish borders. The warp lanes launched, at nrst. four 
missiles that hit three militai)' points. \Vh ich are located next to each other. in the 
northeast of the town: 
I - T he Agricultural bank, which is used bv An-Nussra front as a center. 

~ . 
~ -The central prison checkpoint. where An-N ussra fighters were stati oned. 

3 - An ammun ition depot in the same area. 

The shelling destroyed and burned the agricultural bank's bui lding completely in 
addi tion lo damaging a number of building nearby. Furthcnnore. a number of cars 
were burned while a series or ex.p losioras occurred after an explosion in the ammu

nition depol which why no one was able to get near the targeted area. 
Aftetwards. the warplanes targeted a fourth cen1er w ith two missiles. The center. 

which was a bu ilding by an old dese rted gas station located near the industrial school 

in the south of Lhe town. The shelling destroyed the center completely as well as 
the gas statjon in addition Lo severely damaging the surrounding buildings. Harem 
residents were a ided by the civ il-defense teams to save people from underneath the 

rubbles. 
"'\J I I R documented the killing of two female children: one of whom were named 
I (b)(6) ~five-year-old, who was ki lled along with her father! (b)(6) I 
~while the other girl has not been identified. 

I (b)(6) I father was born in Aleppo - Tal Ref"t, he was one of An-Nussra fighters 

and was residing in a house near the agricultural bank. 
~ ~ 

I (b){6) I mother and brother! (b)(6) l seven-year-o ld. were a lso wounded critically. 

These attacks resulted in the death of a number ofAn-Nussra front. We weren ·l able 

LO specify the number of fighters who \vcrc killed because of the inability to contact 
any of An-Nuss.ra fighters. Additionally. An-Nussra doesn't publish any names or 

details about its fighters who geL killed . .Any numbers publis hed are merely propa
ganda and completely inaccurate by the standards of the documentation methodol
ogy or approx imate documentat ion. 

The lollm" ing I I{ I ,ho".., tile lo~....ltll 111 ort !a rem on Google Maps 
The following I Rl ... hm,.., lhL· ltH..".lfll11l •' l 1hc ~.1 .... station in southern Harem on 

G()Ogle Maps 

0 Jlt ' ll' w •. m41t r.org ~ illfo(tt ,.m 411r.org 
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I ht: "c~on<.l tlli.t~. . .:l ldlib coumryside - Samwda 
On rlllllr da~ 6 No ember. 20 14 at 1:00AM. the International alliance warplanes 
targt:te<.l an ammunition car for a leader at An- u sra J.ront. wlho " a probabl) in
side the car along w ith someone el e. in from or the coutthouse·s building. which 

~ ~ 

is located on the s treet that leads to the northern circle in northern armada. The 

shelling burned the car according to evewitnes:Ses "ho told '\. Ill . 
~ - . 

rhe following I R j) . • ,, ... th~ IPI. I (PI ,, "· ll .. ll .. l• \., •Ill ll'll!:!h.· \I,Jth 

l'lw third <lttad. ldlib countryside- Babsqa 
On Thur. day 6 November. 20 14 al2: 15 AM. the internat ional all iance, for the fir·t 
time. targeted a center for Ahrar /\sh=Sham movement in Jdl ib countryside - Babs
qa vi llage. which is Jocated near Bab A l-I la\va crossing with Turkey. The shelling 
targeted spt!ci ftca lJy a warehouse owned by one of' the village rcsjdent. w ho rented 
it to J\hrar Ash-Sham which used il as an ammunition depot. The shc1Hng destroyed 
the warehouse completely and caused a fi re that lasted for hour!\. 

lhc roll<ming I RI IH'"" 11 L h•l llltlll .. , B,JI,,q II,, '11 (ll)f' \ l.tp"i 
I he lou11h .nwd: Aleppo \-\estern countryside - AI-Muhandsien 
On l'hursday 6 November. 2014 at 4:00AM. the intcmational alliance warplanes 

targeted a L\\()-noor building. located jn - AI-Muhandmsen v.cstcrn coumryside -
Jam ' y al AI-Muhamien neighborhood.\\ iLh l\\O missiles. The building. which was 
used h; 1\n-Nussra front as a center. '"as dcstrn}cd complctcl~. A number o rresi

dcm:, told us that the vict ims of the helling \\ere ch ilians hut \\C found out la1er 
the) \\ ·Crt! An-N ussra fighters. 
Mr. Ya m an, lives in the area~ told '\:11 '' : 

" At dawn, we woke up to me sound of power fu l warplanes which was different 
ti·om the Syrian regime warp lanes·. rherc were rwo incredibly rast warplanes at 
least soaring at a relatively low height. The sound wa:::, strong that it shook the win
dO\\ s. At 4: 15AM a huge explosion happened. We heord the sntUnd coming lrmn 
/\1-Muhandsk n southwestern countryside. Alter two hours. l headed to the place. 
I here was a hui lding that was demolished complctt!ly." 

··What I round was the rubbles of a two-tloor building. rhe wall surrounding the 
building "as also badly damaged. I al o found L\\O destroyed pickup cars in the 
lront of the building. One of the vehicles had v. hat seems to a local-made rocket 
launcher installed on it v.hilc the other" ehiclc had n metal base that is usually used 
tO mstall mcd ium-sizc machine guns:· 

• WWil' .. \11411r.org - iujt}(_(!l.'ill41rr.or.!f 
--- -- -
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··1 met a neighbor wh~> told me that his build~ng was for An-Nussra fi·ont and An-
ussra fighters pulled out five dead bodies at least rrom underneath Lhe rubbles after 

the shelling. Also. there ,.,ere lwo \\ounded: one of,,hich \\<b critically injured and 

had his both legs ampUlla ted.·· 

·The shelling didn't destro~ an} ncarb) buildings because of the nature of the 
neighborhood planning as there are ''ide areas. used as l'cnced gardens, between 

the bui ldings v.hich kept the nearby building . '" hich arc resided by civilians. safe:· 
rhc ~oll.owing I Rl ... hla'" thl· J,,Latl 11 of Jam'yal AI-Muhamien neighborhood in 
Aleppo western countrys ide - Al-Muhandisien cmmtrysidc 

I ~ \ idcm: ~:s and ALL<H.:hm~:nls 

1- Sign of destruction and shelling 
ldlib count!) side - Sarmda - 6 Novemlberr. 20 ~ -l 

I he folio'' ing' ideo footage shows the ammunition car on fire atter it was. targeted 
in the middle ora residenlinl neighborhood by th~: inlcrnational alliance \\.arpJanes 

ldlih count ryside - l larem - 6 ovembcr. 20 14 
Video footage sho,ving huge signs of de:truction in the middl le or llarcm ci ty. A lso. 

it :-.hO\\!'> the buiadings that was"' iped of!Tb~ the imcmational alliance forces all dawn 

0 wu·u~ .m411r.org - it{{O(ttSII41tr. m:t: 
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Idlib countryside- Harem - 6 Novermber, 2014 
'I11e following video footage 
shows huge signs of the destruc-.... ... 
tion of the agricultural bank's 
building an:d the suLTounding 
buildings. The capacity or the 
m iss ile used by the international 

aHiance warplanes can be nOticed 

as a large number of buildi ngs 
~ ~ 

were destroyed despite the size 

and Lhe w ide geographical space 
the buildings occupy. 

Idlib countryside - Ilarem - 6 November. 20 14 

ldli b countrysDde - Harem - 6 
November. 20 14 
The following video footage 

shows signs of destruction and 
fil re near a gas station in Harem. 
Also. destruction in the nearb~ 

residential bui ldings that was 
caused by the international alli
ance warplanes can be seen 

llw tuliP\\ mg \ H.il:l1 foqtage shows wide and extensive destruction Some or the 

bui ld ings wet'e demoli hed while another !building was buming \~here the smoke 
kept rising for I 0 hours after the shelling which was lby the international alliance 
,~.:arplanes at dawn. 

P'l~:tur~:- shn'' the Aames in Ilarern city arter it was shelled by the international al

liance at dawn 

Ptdur~~ ... hm\ tl1e flames in . armada city after it was shelled by the international 

al liance al dawn 

Sig.Jh \ l r dl''.trliLtmn near a gas slarion in Harem city that was shelled by the imer
national alliance forces 
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• • • -
Hugh signs of destruction caused b~ the 

explosion at the ammunition depots that 
were targeted b) the intem ational alliance 
forces. Also. the smoke kept rising for 
hours after lhe shelling 
(,.,tgn-... nt d~"t ruLtllm in buildings in the 
middle or Harem that was shelled by the 
international allfance forces 

Idlib countryside - Harem 6 November. 2014 
\ 1<.k~' ltH't<l.!l~' .... hn" civi l-defense teams in AI-Atarem area trying to find any vic
tims underneath the rubbles in Harem ci ty 
l l u~~ 't!lll'- 111 dl''-II'Lh.:ltt'll caused by the international all iance·s shel ling against 
Harem 

ldlib countryside - I Iarem 6 November. 20 I 4 
2- Victims 

lhl lldhm tn!!. 'tdt.:P footage shows the body of._l ___.:; ___ .....;{"'""'bl~<S.:...l ____ __.land 
another unidentified girl 
P"-wre .... ~,rthl.' ,_, ~<lr-nlo l (b)(SJ I 
~who was ki lled by the shelling of the inter
national a ll iance rorces that targeted I Larcm on 6 
November. 2014 

I (b)(6) I he 'A-as an An-Nussra 
fighter. killed along wilh his daughter! (b)(6) I 

(b)(SJ I The pi.cture are for both of them 
atler they were kiHcd 

The body of llllt,k·n ll ll\.'d ~trl kill ed by the interna
tional alliance warplanes in J-1arem on 6 Novem
ber. 2014 

Picture of lour dead An-Nussra ftg.hters who vvere 
killed by the international alliance warplanes m 
A leppo countryside - .lam·yat AI-Muhandsien 

-- -

• lf'WW .... 'I1411r.m·g - ir~fo{jt;,.m41u~org 
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J{~~ommcllllal ions 

The international all iance forces shou~d respect the intcmational humanitarian Ia\\' 
and the CLI!StomaiJ international la\>V. Funhermore. the alliance should bear the con
sequences of these violations and insure that it won·t occur again. 
Thl! civil ians. ·pecifkally in areas that are shelled frequently hy the international 
alliance forces. must be properly aided. Also. more field-hospitals should be estab
lished. Additionally. lOPs camps on Lhe furkish-Syrian bmdl!rs can be built on a 
larger scale. 

We believe tha t a safe zone. where camp can be built. would sign ificantly help Lhe 

I DPs and the refugees that might 'leave Lebanon and urkey and the other countries 
to I ive in the safe zone 
Ci\•ilian must be protected from the brutality of the Syrian regime and its extremist 
militia!>. A no-ll~ .lon~ should be imposed in order to put an end LO the daily barrel 
bombs shell ing as well as protecting the S} rian ci'vilians from the brmalit) of ISIS 

• w 11 • w .. w 4 II r. org - i n.fo(.a s 114 It r. t"~ 
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Enclosure 6 

You tube video of civilian casualties 

Redacted for the following reason: (b)(6); unable to redact with readily available technology 

AR 15-6 Investigation- Harim Syria CIVCAS, 5-6 Nov 14 412712015 - 036 



The following URL shows the location of Harem on Google Maps 

The following URL shows the location of the gas station in southern 
Harem on Google Maps 
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The following URL shows the location of Sarmada town on Google 
Maps 

The following URL shows the location of Babsqa town on Google Maps 
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The Following URL shows the location of Jam'yat Al-Muhamien 
neighborhood in Aleppo western countryside - Al-Muhandisien 
countryside 

The following video footage shows wide and extensive destruction. 
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(b)(6) • " 

+ Add to OC: Share • • • 1M ore 

Published Qn Nov -6, 2014 

Pictures show 

18 views 

•• 0 ,. 0 

the flames in Harem city after it was shelled by the international alliance 
at dawn 
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Pictures show the flames in Sarmada city after it was shelled by the 
international alliance at dawn 
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Signs of destruction near a gas station in Harem city that was shelled by 
the international alliance forces 
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Signs of destruction in buildings in the middle of Harem that was shelled 
by the international alliance forces 
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(b)(6) 
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Video footages show civil-defense teams in Al-Atarem area trying to 
find any victims underneath the rubbles in Harem city 

(b)(5), (b)(6) 

+ Add to <! Share • •• More •• ~ •• 0 

Published on Nov 6, Z01~ 

Huge signs of destruction caused by the international alliance's shelling 
against Harem 

(same video as above) 
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The following video footage shows the body of I (bJ(SJ 
I (b)(SJ land another unidentified girl 

(b)(5), (b)(6) 

+ Add to 0:: S.hue • • • More 11,71 ,,6 
Publ ished on Nov 6, 2014 

._I """":"""':---:-:---:--<;...bl-:-<sl_r===='-h_e_w_as_a_n_ An_ -N_ u.....,ssra fighter, killed along 
with his daughter 1~....--____ (b_Hs_J ____ ___JI 
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Enclosure 8 

Two videos of damage to buildings 

Redacted for the following reason: (b)(6); unable to redact with readily available technology 
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Pagel rcda - - - - - - - , cted for the folio\ . 
(b)(S), (b)C

6
)----- ______ ~mg reason: 
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From: ! (b)(6J ~ 
To:(bi(6) 

Subject: Reports 
Date: Thu, 6 Nov 2014 16:09:19 +0000 

Hel lo, 

I hope you are well. I am writing to see if you have heard of reports this morning about 8 civilians killed in 
coalition airstrikes? SNHR reported 4 children were killed in Harem and 4 civilians in Jame'yet ai

Kahraba, Aleppo. Have you heard the same and do you have any videos, photos or other first hand 
accounts? I am trying to collect as much information as possible. 

AR 15-6 Investigation- Harim Syria CIVCAS, 5-6 Nov 14 

Thank you, 

I (b)(s) 
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Pages 3 thr --------~ugh 5 redacted for tl *l?' (bX6)-------- _____ "r•Jowlog ,~00" 
5), (b)(6), DUPLICATE --
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(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Please see below statement ._l ____ ___.l-..bl.,.(S ... l ____ ___,l in regards to the airstrikes in Harem on 
the night of 5 November. 

My understanding is that the below will be one more data point for the system you outlined with our 
CIVIC colleagues earlier this month. Please review, and let me know if there are any next steps for me or 
my team, and what I can message back out as regards your process. 

Thanks! 

I (b)(6) I 

(b)(6) 

Current Location: CENTCOM 

~--~~__.lb::.l,\0;;16"-l ___ _,!member I (bH6l I 

Location and time of event: 

0200hrs 06.11.2014 Harem (Coordinates - 36o12'51.24"N, 36°31'20.24"E) 

In your own words, what happened? 

The airstrikes in Harem targeted specific buildings that have been verified as Jabat AI Nusra 
locations. A command and control centre and a Jabat AI Nusra ammunition storage facility. 

The airstrikes were accurate in hitting their designated targets. The damage to the ammunition 
facility resulted in multiple secondary explosions that were reported to go on for some time. These 
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secondary explosions may have contributed to civilian casualties and fatalities. Damage to surrounding 
areas occurred, including al (b)(6) !member's house and car. The location of one ofthe Jabat AI 
Nusra targets which had been identified was situated in close proximity to the house. The impact of the 
airstrike which destroyed the target caused significant damage to the individual's property. 

What injuries did you sustain? 

(b)(6) 

Do you know anyone or see anyone else who sustained injuries or was killed? 

I (b)(6) I injuries were reported by another~member of staff who was treated locally. The 
airstrike itself contributed to an unconfirmed number of casualties and fatalities, at least four (4) 
children were reportedly killed in the bombing. It is believed that the fatalities came from a group of 
people who were living in one of the buildings that was struck. 

AR 15-6 Investigation- Harim Syria CIVCAS, 5-6 Nov 14 412712015 - 053 



ccrocT//1\If"\ Cf"\DI\1 
....,._.._, \lo. 1/f I • ......, I ""' '-1. 

AR 15-6 Investigation · Harim Syria CIVCAS, 5-6 Nov 14 4/27/2015 • 054 

ccrocT//1\If"\ Cf"\DI\1 _,._.._,,._.,, .. "" . ......,., .. 



Page 2 redacted for the following reason: 

(b)(l)l.4c 
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ccrocT//t.lr'l cnor-.1 
-''- ...... 1 ''- 1Jf t •'-' I '-'' ''. 

ATOYS 

(b)(1) 1.4a, (b)(1 )1.4c 

(b)(1 )1 .4C 

SQUIRTERS observed IVO southern target area ~J1.4a , (b)(1)1 .4g, (bJ(3J .hbH6J 

All weapon.AifAA<M~~aW~s~~riiltOOWS?@.EQ.lavP{e-planned deliberate targets 4/27/2015 - 056 
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Harem 

Video of destruction, all uploaded b~ {b)(6) 

Self-described anti-regime user, joined Youtube on 15 Sept. 2011 and has 1,700 subscribers. 

Bulk of videos from the ldlib area, documenting demonstrations and regime air strikes, other 

atrocities 

1. Destruction in residential buildings in the Harem findings airline alliance bombing of 

the city 

Probable Syrian Civil Defense (CSO-supported first responders) members filmed on site. 
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2. Massive destruction in the town of Harem by the bombing of · 

06/11/2014 

Buildings appear the same as those in the pre-strike images on the Harim Compound 002 slide: 

(b)(1)1 .4a, (b)(1)1 .4g 
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(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

3. "The devastation caused by the bombing of Flight International Coalition on the city 

Harem 11/06/2014" 

Potential similarities to building, treeline and apartments in Harim Compound 001 slide 
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(possible second footage from other photographer in view) 

Potential matches of structures in video to Harim Compound 001 Slide: 
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4. Martyrs children in the town of Harem by the bombing of the city on the airline 

alliance 06/11/2014 

Same user but the bodies have no additional context for location beyond the video caption 

(zooms in and out on faces, not much additional information): 

(b)(6) 

Photos provided to DRL are likely from same location, but not from this video. Early posts to 

Twitter by th is user. These plus two more posted several hours later by different user. Origin 

unclear. Claims that there were four children killed here are likely untrue, or at least have not 

been seen. The two children shown in video and these photos are wearing the same clothes, 

but photographed from different positions and lighting 

Sarmada -Vehicle Struck 

Both videos uploaded b~._ __ ..... (b ...... )(._6._) __ ..,!possibly a member of the Syrian Civil Defense based 

on his about page ("Civil Defense in Killi"), previous uploads and subscriptions. Videos are not 

listed: 

s. 6/11/20141 (b)(5) 1 
Civil Defense Center Killi extinguished the fire in the city of Sarmada as a result of 

bombardment of Airline Alliance 
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(Possible Syrian Civil Defense) 

6. Targeting a car in the town of Sarmada aviation military believed that the 

international airline alliance 
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See Sarmada Target Area of Interest 001 slide 

Ahrar al Sham building in Babisga 

Believe this is Babisqa I (b)(5l J a Byzantine-era site spread throughout a modern village on 

the northeastern edge of Jebel Barisha I (b)(5) l Approx coordinates are 36°12'53.17"N, 

36°41'23.17"E 

Note: this is very close to the Dar Kuwayata strike (see map) 

Western Aleppo 

Jame'Yet AI-Kahraba 

The Syrian Network for Human Rights reported these coordinates as the location of the strike: 

36.211792, 36.51997. These coordinates land very close to Harim (see map) 

Rif Muhandisin 
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(b)(5) !located in the western countryside of Aleppo 

Photos posted to Twitter by~ 

(b)(6) I Nov 6 
(b)(6) The Syrian Observatory posts the photos of the last night air:strikes on ai,-Nusra 

.___---J HO in Rif ai-Mohandseen .,rAleppo pic.twitter_con1 .!_b)(6) I 
1l ,4 
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B l (b)(6) I Nov 6 
The Syrian Observatory posts the phofos of the las! ni h~ airsl.rikes·on ai-Nusra 
IHQ in Rif ai-Mohandseenr #Aleppo picJwiffecco (b){6) 

13 .. 
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(b)(6) 

B I (b)(6) ~ Nov 6 
The s·yrian Observatory posts t e photos of the l~m nioht ajrstrjkes on ai-Nusra 
IHQ in Rif ai-Mohandseen #Aleppo pic_:twitter_corrf (b)(6) I 

1J 4 
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Enclosure 13 

Video of Strike 

Redacted for the following reason: 

{b)(1)1.4a, {b)(1)1.4{c) 
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Enclosure 14 

Video of Strike 

Redacted for the following reason: 

{b)(1)1.4a, {b)(1)1.4{c) 
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