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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
AIR FORCE HISTORICAL RESEARCH AGENCY  

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, ALABAMA  

24 August 2009 

AFHRAIRSA 
600 Chennault Circle 
Maxwell AFB. AL 36112-6424 

Mr. John Greeneward, Jr. 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald, 

This is in response for your request received 20 August 2009 (our inquiries reference number 
65534) concerning IRIS Number 214623, Proposed Speech for General Arnold. Since your 
request was made under provisions of the Freedom of Information Act it has been designated 
2009-03272-F. 

Please find enclosed a photocopy of the requested document. 

Thank you for your request . 

Sincerely. 

@-~ 
BARRY L. SPINK 
Archivist 

Attachment:  
Proposed Speech for General Arnold, IRIS # 214623.  
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IntrodllctJon 

I bav. bMn aokeel to epuk to 7011 gentJ._ on Air Yo,..,. Operat1olU1 

10 lIW'ape. It 111 • ...Yi.. t_ throolll> tbo tw ot ourJIIU'_ to 

perl.1a1pau.... in that rboat.... I 1nI..... to oonaent...t. upeo the _ ... 

_nl _ri_a .... obMr<at1ana rn.. 1\ I'&tbo.. tboD upeo '1\7' atatlotloel 

reo.1'II of 0_" ODd powtb. 

'!'be- at&tlotl0' ......1ta!. to eo-aad ODd ...., ot GO_.....d1lT aYa1l.-

able. Ia the end .......... t"-T _au.. CIIIl.T abe. It 111 0 .....io... tbiaa 

that ot OM tlM 0" anatbel' in the .our" ot tilt _ .. in tba lIW'a_ !boatel' 

Nob ot the Air po..... 1aYol'Oocl, -1& the I\all&n. baa _0 the larpat 

ona. 

&1t abe b not _.... 101' b lt tho ..en .,... ~rtant. tacto.. in 

war whiah 1. the uM ot ~I". At one t.* or .'-bel' ..cb or the Air Force. 

Mel belA ooeplete ••rial. aupl..aC7 O"'eI' 1ta 01IIl t.arrlte17_ Fov at t .. 

tb., at otbo.. and .....io... tlMa ha... hald __ ....w tbo air ot t.bo1r

•..ai... en. baa vanbhed in coapl.t. ext1notion, ono bu t~ baok h'aa 

tbe brink 01 1t. to procUgJon8 power, one now tot.ter. OWl' tt. abzlle. 

All, oxoopting pooo1blT opin the Italian, have bald po.1tJona ot 0...,.. 

whelal.ng .dvantage. rot noaa ot t_ b.. JWt boen .bla to Pl'O<mce a s1J.lta17 .. ' 

dacioion. It' 10 pooo1bl. tlltt A1I' _ .. nav... can prod""a 0 tinal allita17 

dac1aJon. I NT pooo1bl. tor lt 1& not oartain. At tlMa in tbiII _ .. It 

baa .......,. clo.. to <lD1.as J...t that. It would bo ..... _at. tblUl wl_ 

to .8.~ that. Air Powr cannot do it. ~r thl weaJme.. .., not be in the 

Air PO_r but. in tbe u.. that. baa bHn ..da ot 1t. U OIU" en.1e., pnllel:A 

or tutlln, ,bould wxS.ent.and thi. aon al..r17 than .. do, ". aigbt UTe to 

4~ r; 8M air PO-I'. proper17 uaed., produce. deal. ion. _ ebould. not Uk•• 

, , S/I/~'f ~~r J 
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I pro_ tII....to... to ....,,1.. A1r Fore. Ope..tlooa in lIUropo bT_-ln in, th. uporl....... ott.at. and ._.......!toot. ot tbo 1arlooa 

Air Fo.... o.tine om ..oatine not 01llT upon •••h othor bI.It upon tho _ ... 

ot their vorlouo nationAl. One odYOntop ot tid. "1at. 10 thot it onJop 

~ tbo auraat ot all w1scloa _biob 10. in hct. tbo _1sdoa ot blnda!pt. 

bettor 1,~ thl Mat ot tho froy. It.1 aoftr .. • 0OT It th. tlao. ~no 

... ot tbo tift air fo..... in Bw'opo ("""'~ine atlU til. ltolioD) bol _ 0 "'17 

fomidabl.. toe tor OUV' _ondorJ all h.... _de aiohlt... But _Gb h.. _ 

, to roaU. tbat whil. one k1nII ot Id..otoau alah' 0DlT .... delq till otbor 
~ 
k1nl,...1IlA 

. 
surtiT .... cI1oaot.ar. Tbo cIeol.lo... be... DOt _ -OT. 1M .. 

be YOI7 ...... _or tho t tho.. _ttoro _W be ca"hllT IhUed bT. t\I\ve 

bellip...,ta. U _ tall 10 undarotoand tho whit.. .. .011 .. tbo trlMpho 

or OW" a.l record _ eball b. lnrl\.1nS t\ltun .n-a. to oap1t.elbe 011 tha\ 

.ball be del.q1nc the MX'.'. contr1but.ion ot Air Power to rtat.oq_ 

f 
\ 

http:cIeol.lo
http:cI1oaot.ar


D-......... 

At tho tiM 01 tM Sighth .ur pO.... ' ••at.f7 loto 1U1'O_ opontlona 10 

Aug..t 01 1942 tMn .......1~ lour othor Air '01'000 10 oporotlo.. OA or 

~ 	 agaillot tMt Coatwat.. 10010 _ had orl'''.'lT _ toll.. _cia to tM 

"pifttlona or'l'I'rahanalo... Id it.. 0011 -\f7. lOch ... the al_<IT 
chan&1n& !11th tbo chansJ..oc lort_. 01 the _r. __ ..,lwrt.arilT and _ 

... 	 on1T .ttar po1nt\ll 10000.... r.. 01 th••• Air Pore•• had alnodT ~.t tbroo 

7-" of actual Cc.bet experiel1Cll, one ,...rlT t_ and tbe JOWlPat t.1ft.eea 

_bo. Thoir tboeri•• had boo .. to.tad and ovohtioll •• al....<IT 10 pnIOOA. , 
h	 h. tootinC 01 tho•• thacr1a. bod 10 toot prodaoad the ex1.t.1nc aU _tr.W' 

". 

h»a 	whiob ...ol."UOII or tTpoo and pnotiooo 1I>ll""o4. 

1. 	 Tho It.allan .ur ,oroo. 

It i. porhapa oalT a cGUn'1V' to 1oala.. tho Italia.. .ur pO __ 

the aaJor ODe. eTeD 01 1942. It. u howe"" • court• .,. d_ .. tor the 

Italian Air I">roo .... 10 oot\lal _t axpor1_. tM oldaot or_.. 

jone.. awn by the outbreak 01 tb1e _r 110_-:. it. •• old. be7vDll 1t.. u.~••• 
\ 
JIt had at varloua tiMo good lightor plana.. Ita torpado plana. ond 41..... 

boabaro cloarlT ron •• tad tho 1apartal oaptntlona tbot !'laTad a o1jplitioant. 

port 10 tM po.r politico of tho 1930'. !lilt tho 101'00 that ucla tM Britt.. 

Na"7 un ...,. andlookecl 80 au.periDr againet the 8pMra of the AlqIIa1n1aoa ,..• 

• dlacraditad 1a"l!l>1nl .took b7 tbo _r or 1942. 

Like the It.al1a.n HaV it had. tor a tiM • nu1aanoe .,alue ....". aonl)r 

prwoccupied: nelgbbol"ll. It. Mver had. aq at.aMob tor ottanaln work and eYell 

a cOIIplat. chanp 01 opponent. and co-bolllpzoeat.. lindo it otill .n 

conlplcuoua tor pnKlence than tor per.tolWlUlO•• 
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2. Tile (lemoD Air _ •• taU....... to nt t1lD cloMll' related 

..plratJou. TIle n_ ot tho.. we tho 1__• ot II1U...•• po_r 

pallU••, tbl'ousJa Wh1.b tho _D -.... thrn thoir aha..... oftr -l'T 

TIle ...."" ... ot __ th.......1_.,. po&rpo" ot c--' 

...Job lq bebiDd tho _ ... poUU.. th__• Tb1a •• aD an.leDt _ 


••plrat.JoD. n ... DOtllftl, tboll", "''''-talT tatal, that tile ,......  

1I1l1t....,. .'POD .hould haft beaD tUtH to tho .1··01. t ..d1t1oa at u..  
groWId ......1cn. Bual'Ok'. old drIo_ at tb. pert__W • .,. hoi 18 


tact. t.ak ... *•• 
\ •'tIw p ...~..._ at 41.....-..... tho lJa1t." ___ at ....... t.b.~ 

1oarr__n ODd tile propoftlou at 01•• 0JIl twia ....... t1&bten 

aM ._ ....... ......-10_. MrlT hoopoloo tho iDl.OI1tioD at 0 aJ.or1t1M 

al'lV' ftpPOr' tol"M wll10b tbe ort.,M] o.r.a Air Foroe .... !be nee'U""". 
cW...~ ot lHc-..np raoo_lo.anoo ODd either aD 0Dt1=ah1pp1nc toroe 

or adequate .t..t.&1. __ &1"0 tvrtller clu.. to iDl.ant.. 

Tboir lMl..ta tbat tho (Ie.-DO had ,,""OJ' tbought; thro"ll> th. prohl_
f 

'~ot rod...~ B~at b,r air _lit.. UntU 1\ .... too lata th~ apparen\lT , 
\ 1lIIY'" roaU... tho toll po••, hI! • tla. ot a_1A1n& air _r wUb thair 

....~ preparatJon ot tho lutaariDe hloak.do. 

'tIw (Ie_n Air POrco __ do~ tor Cont1Dontal ...pel",~. It. 

ro••r.... repair. tra1A1n& .at prodUct.JoD poliq all ._"t thot it •• 

aho dool&DOd tor quick ._r c_paipo aDd 10... "iDl.or __ratJoD a"" 

.-dall1a&. 

lAita oarlT cupaipo tho G'_D Air force tult1llecl ito po&rpo", 
ada1nblT. It 41.poo" at tho Polloh Air Forao 18 0 _k aDd .peom.._ 

http:hloak.do


II1Do ..nt"- late.. 1t oon_ the mort ·a_borne ....ult on 1Io~ witb 

ao...p1....... .ua..... bo _tho later it bad ....cked t"- I/og1not LiM. 

~ th.· end ot J .... e the A..lo. 1t led bad oon",_ th. La. COIUltr1a. and 

F1'OM.. A. an .0.....,17 or tba _1Uld c..",,1cn tho Lutl...tt• .... Prod.1&l.o'" 

ao:l 	unq\&U~.1ooecl INCOM•• 

It. _" b. reoozdecl honftr that thl...ue...... 01 the air ..,.. _011 

.ub.tent.1al n_.ro ot oppoaJ.rw a1rcratl. tbe Brit1ab 11Ft ... C-nd bad 

" 	 1fWl NMl· beld briat aer1al suP""OY OWl' Dunldrk. In tact., bo........, tba GeIaU 

au_... ot that tiM bad te~ no ne. 1....... Th. po_r ot Air ..

",,_tooted troopo ... alreodT ~ laIown. It ... tbo datana1.. _ .1 t1&bte .. , 
~ a1rorotl. ap1nat .ttec~ a1ro...tI. Iddcb at_ out 10 tbe llwIIdrk _"~ •• 

'. 

tbe 	-.lor air 1111._ to thet tiM. 

Tba BatU. ot Br1ta1o ••••borUj to 1lDIIa..u.. th1. le..on. AO the 

world kno.. the O. A.'.... &1.... tbe Job ot aottenJ.rw l!ngland "p ...41 daat..,7U& 

tho JIo,al Air FOro. prw""ntoz:y to 1n.....k>n. .Ie tb. ",rld al.o kno,.. 1t 

toUed cOllplatalT. NeUbar Co..... b-..rdMnt nor tho t1sbtan e ...!'tina it 

f _re eqa.al to their t a ak. U thq had. not chanpd. tara"' qlJteu am 
\ 

.' 1.ot.nt1on. tbrM till•• d.uring the operat100. the reault .-1gbt have bHD d.1tterem.. 

and harbor attacke, thq . quaa:lered another valuable part. ot their tOl'Oe OG. 

~. attacks. Then in • tinal t"Mil of rep and. pu'pOael.••an... t.be;r 

tried. pare area bUtz1n& ot London. At tM coo.clualon 01 the exper1aiant the 

Oe~n bioIlber force wittxlrew into t.he ciarkn... it kept tor the re..1.nder 01 

the war. 

Th • • !tort 1~ ...ted on night bUta1q ot London both in ~bat winter 

'!nd in the lUo_d1n& one ao._~1ehed no a1l1t41J7 JlW'po... It letl. tb. 

Corun _r torce unable t1nal13 to o""rat. ~rw but 10 the raJ.at1velT 

WlCIot.ndecI Ruao1an and lIed1t.nibilii( ~~.~. 

http:aottenJ.rw
http:oppoaJ.rw
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The 0..... ~ _ d1cI &_ .......1oe a.,ta in tIuI Bal.IIan.  

CIreoLan• • ~ and RI,.'an _'"", Ina\ ~ ia tile Ib_ 01 _~_, 
I~ 4eI_. n. bod ....... _NO! t ... iM ""!a'M). ....'1111 ., 

, 

tile 

' 

hand. of 'the SpiV1rM. '"-ab it ral.. tile 1Md1~ briat1¥ it w.a .. 

IItWaIV' ,..ip .hioIl .auld ...1_ ""'.,..... JIIlta IIOJ' pl'OteCIt ita _ .~ 

t.- tile depradaU- 01 Dritlall aJ..roNA _ tJa_. 

lD tJa. 11nt. ___!jpI tile a-.. ur FOI'M. 0'*"1111 opin 

•• a s- ....port. "..,...... -i$ GVW7t.I1lnI _ .. 1\ and -...- _at 

" of the _1M A1r Force. 0._ alMrl¥ hed ...-pl'" aU' ..~ ....... . 
!b,..ia •• it ha4 .~M allitolT _..s..ri~ _ .ftl7t.II1ns bu& tba 

, probl_ 01 ita oill 8\111PQ'. Yat. ......1'11 tb1a air elljler»ri~ 1\ -Ls DDt 
~ , I , 

to..... oIIo1a1oa. !ba 1liii0010......u oUll ",.-. ,lDII tba a.:v•• _ 

00' o\"ta&1o _ ..,..t to tJa. t.aak of Ilndin& _ oIIat.nvlnI tile 

thin ~ 01 'U!>PlT a"" ,..p1'01.~ _ 'IIbloll 'b'V' taU heel<. 

l\r tb••_ .. 01 1')102 tb. ~. _ "I*IU", ~eelt. (la_ 

ID _ ••• a ""_ "'Pport ~ could drift tile _alene he,... 
i 

~, " 
,. The ""181 AiJo Faroe 1IIIl..ID the au- AiJo Fora. b.... i.h.... 

dedi.._ \0 tbe 011,...1.,.. Ita tunI·.nWl oorcept. .... \0 hol.d tile Br~leb 

lel.. and tbe .blppizw l4nee ... IIbioII the¥ d..... "-4. n.. _ aq.....u.m. 
had _ bIIU\ .lth on IV'" on tho ••• _ t1nt attack ... on • 0..... 

Naval ~_. !lie 101'11""' port at tba11' 1.0_ up to 1Wi-1942 _ apinat 

....nU.1IT navooJ. " ....to. ThIV' __ loomed. le•• _IYOlT boI, 

eq~ oonnlnalY!Ol.1. t.be 111.... 1.1111. ~l""" _, in tba hoe at 

tJahtor d.t.nao ... 1.aIpoaalblo tor !J.. 'ypoo of ei1'cN1t tb'V' ha<l 0Il00.... 



I 

7 
1'MU _, -_ 111\10 ~t ._ h'... _ ......_ialq ._ 

dOll" 1. 1~', _opt tor no <IIi '1Il'_ ~1Uut "" IMlateC t-:ra • ..it-
1a1l _____ ._ la 1IIJ11c» ~ uU1 1~ 

Do _ u. ".1&a .... U. pert. ' •• ,be ",_, IIrttlall FlI'Ja_ 	 \
•

\ C· III at 'lat t1aa _ f1rft _:pt.. "" lila __, .. \loa t __ .t r 
.U _ ,.. h,_ He 0 ......... ~ la tbe ...u. or ..1... 

_ 1aII... proo1o'" • ~ 01 tQUPt ...sal _ la 'bla __• __ 

" wbi•• til. 0.__.. auo tbe Bl':I.HaIa paHeat17 .0_'.'" rwcu.ro. 
_ -u- trsr IIitM _lICe {'. 

'.~ _al tot..... 01 tu _U......- will..... to ... \100 tu'-roaob1ac oU'" \, 
• I \ . 

teul",. 1;nlj~ 

_ tb1r4 ""'_1ft .._ ". _ R~.... F ... , .. all ~. """ 

of __lat.. ,be aIllPJiac 1.- law \loa IlriU.1a 101.. Trsr thJ.o ,lie c.otal 

\ _ 110>111 .l1r -.. .. ,__u"'... _ fo1tUl.. UO r_1
, 

lD'''''' • dot_1ft~. ..., it ooold oparo ot r ......... __ 

r .... tbla __nt .. &01...,_d"7 uno , .. r_tloa of .. ott_1ft 

--... C_'" "" it .. ~ 'bm b_... aan ..... t_ 1a tlul _. It 

b..a.1IICc 'Ie ba... alreadT oote4 'ho _""Ual ta11ur. of tu a ...... ottort 

.UIa tbla _que. 'fo praoUoe it 3U~ ....laot c.r-.w1Welt 

wtul4 require a prc4isaue toroe to ofh8t: the In<<Uable -.ra:ta Oil lDaOOf.l.W07 

http:IlriU.1a
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bCII_n' In th10 TbNter tlw R.!or. bad adopted tlwt lntenticm. 

4. Th. Ru..ian Air Fareo r ....1ne to this dOJ' .CIII.th1D8 at aD enipa. 

It 11 oloar that 1n tlw -IT .tap. at tJ» .... it either n.....r had a 1_

raDCB bOllberdment taro. or oould n....r uee it atteotlnl1'. Ita ground 

\ suppcrt toroes were good but neither so good nor 80 ntael'OQII as the German 

""".. The7 ..ere ....pt att thoir to.t, 10lvine the and•• nrtqalIT UZIII.tended. 

." There we. still tighter COTer tar !ioacow and ratblr les8 tor t.n.1.ncTad• 

... 	 But 1n tho " a1n it 10 tair to SOJ' that tlw _.ian Air roro_ dSd ...U to 

keop ..... r"""""to at its .tr~ alive 1n the tirst ....paign and .... 0Ill7 

slow17 reeover1n8 by" the second ODe. 

It i. notable that tlw Russian<o, too, thought noth1D8 at dOJ'l1gbt
". 

boabardaent. a,. now there ft. good r••sOll to neg1eot it . Tlwlr l1..Ms had 

beeD puahed back so tar that no .c;rtJ:Drh1l.e atrategta targeta .... re 1n range ~ 

th_. In a:tr¥ CaS8 the,- .... re GOIltent to rebuild rtth .tighter detens.. aDd 

tighter-bOllber. far ~ support. Tho worth at the•••teadilT incr.ased but 

at that t1lao it was prcbabIT 1... The Gonano onJOJM o_lote air ouperiarit;r 

j over the Russian li"rcmt. 
\ 

i'nloeYGr doubts th1a l¥1 oonsult their oaias. 'or 11' there 1s oneJ 
i 

mistake that no air torce bas ever 1et IIltlde it 11 in UDl!ercla1mlng its 

victories. In the SUliI.Il81" or 1942 the Genmn.e .ere hard pres.ed to rind 

Russian a.i.rorat't ann for olaiming purposes. 

5. This briotlT " ... the hi.tC07 or tho warring Air Farce. SIlang whom 

tho :u.orioen Eighth Air Foro. began operstions 1n August 1942. Tho experi.noe, 

though apparentlT misoellaneous, added up to 8 f'aw :C1.rm.l7 held doctrines. 

http:C1.rm.l7
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bema tho.. """" wa. ll.... un1noree14 believed than tbo a~ntq pr""''' 
_ that dql1ght __nt aga.!.ut "_tent tialiter d.t..... wao brpo.,e1bl.e 

ill tb1a Theater. 

, 
! •. 

I 
\ 
j , 

http:aga.!.ut
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Rauen to CI.ablanaa 

'!'bo American Air Fare•• began operati.... in Europe "'.tit • teehD1quo 

speoifioall7 doi'y1%>g tho lIoj... l>cabord.ent doctrine or tboo 'I'boator, lie 

_ted to bcab preo1s1011 tarpt. in dayllght, !f. oxpeoted Fortr••••• to 

~ ._ tbe levels or JIl'Oal:Qs1,.. flak on! to dotend th.....l .... tr... tighten 

b7 the mutual support at massed . 50 oaUber machine cun rire and b1 long 

rans. 000_ or tri.~ tJ.&btor., w. ~ to hit our target. by UN or 

& ntnr aM revolutionary bmb:d"bt. 1IJe expeeted, Cloreover, to hit only emaIl 

target. vital to the ._'. war 00_, 

t '!'bo. possibilitie. or d.str<>71n« the ...."11' . war 00""_ by _1s1"" 

bQ.b1Dt: or It. 1nd1spo.,...ble bGttlODeClao were gllttarin;:. '!'bo toohDiq" 

offered a portoot .anpl_nt to the RO)'al Air Fare.'. rising ••1ght or night 

111'•• lIombardment. 'tho Aaor1can ,u,r Fare.. ".ro troo the tir.t boppU;r treed 

tr... the dot.no1ve o.-1ttlDOnt whioh had shaped .U or Europe ' . 8ir foroe. on! 

whioh t:::lde it poss1ble for l~ to conaentrate on the righter plane os an 

afteD:llve co-instrument at the bo.,ber. 
f 
\, Fina.1..l7 tlMtre rraa as yet no theater 1n .h1c~ we could apply that part. OIl 
J 
'. our own Air Forces whioh "ere preparing tar the cloes support of andes. TbI 

idea or dqlight pl"eols1on boabardMnt W8S the one contribution ;\eeriea ccruld 

:!lake to atrenslve warfare at that time. Arter consideration it was adopted 

tor th1:- Theater 1n ~p1te or the heet ttdvico axper1snce could otter. 

:sel'ore 1t could be ta1r~ tested i n exocut'!on hmrever this .o:xrlginal intent 

had to s ive "ftY tem.pararll7 to a change in the ~08der UUed s trategic pollOJ'. 

Jrhen our firs t 3quadrons were marked tor the U. 1(. the 1Dtentlan had been to 

build up • really strong str1ldng t ..... tlvlre ond protect it w1t~ high priarltT 

allocation or the i_orange fightars thon avoUebl. and torthoor,dng. 
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1'h<I deohicm to dirlde thio taroe botween the 8th Air Foreo end the 


Toroh operaUan b.......,. dol.qod tho projootod buill up in tho 11. 1t. 1>7 oneral 


IOontbs. From midoOctobor 1942 until late IIarob 1943 tho 8tb Air Foro. n._ 


had mare than six hea'9)" group. a.od was DItVW able to dispatch mare than 

80 baabor. on ° medon. It had no Asori""" t4lhter support .t all and .bat 

help the R. A. F . Spitfire. g.""rOWllJ' gan Wao l 1mHad to their range. 

The cOJ19equeoee wu to reatrict CNr operating oape.b1l1t,. to the £r1l2gea 

a£ tho Europa"" coa.t tram Loriant t o Rottordaa until late FobruarT 1943 wh.... 

• small force a£ 1••• than f>J b.,.bars turned in trca tb. pr. teotion or tbo 

A.tlantio to hit W1.lhehabaT8D. aDd run aga1D tor the open SM. 

Tho aotual value or the.e oporati_ is diffioult to ........ IU\T '. 

beginning 'l!I.ust be .ICept in Hlatlea to the t1n&l result. The dauge done to 

e!lOll\!' 1natallaUODO in Fran.. aDd tbo L"" Countries .... oorte1nlJ' negligible. 

The les.one aM portents of the experiment. were not. 

In tbo first placo the Fortr..... and Liberatore proved thet th.,. could 

hit targets tram above the lewls of preolusive tla.k.. In the secODd place 

I thor proved tbat th.,. could dorond them ••l"". tr.....bat port ot tbo Geraan
\ 
1 fi&b:ter £al"ce Was than diop08ad against thea. 

But here axact~ "a8 the crux or tb. problem. For the OeraaM understood 

theso pat"tents a.Dd acted im:nadiatel¥. 'l"be Fortress•• tblt could. h1t . ~CNltn 

could, nth oxperience, aleo hit BerllD ar qthing else in Gernalv', unless 

stopped. The v4lar and the _is"7 of tho German docision to .top our 

operations 1..... no doubt of how cloarlJ' the)' reali_ad their lotent potol\

tial!ties. 
, 

In direot response to dqUght pre.ision bombing trOll the U. It. tho Gem""'" 

began. by October 1942, to wltMraw f'ighter squadrQZlB trCIII. other t rcmta 

and to plaoe them upon the t estern Front. It \TU S a process that continues 



to thU dq. It ... tho tlnt. 1nd1aa\1on ot the ...,or obanp that 0 .... 

pnclllo\1oa, ...poir .nd allocation. Tb10 cblaa' ... to _and II • bligilt and 

a don1al to tho .~. dapan<l.at on ae_ air ouppcrt. It ••• to I.ntluenc • 

•ft.,. _po~ tho pro_.tr. Al_1n and st..l1nsord h 

RYWI att.v the thr..h of both Al_in aad 1'o1'Qb _en appol'ODt in that 

aut..- ot 19102, ...on an.r stalirW.rd bod al.rood;r ••..- the _po ot tho 

dobool.a U ... to bee..., tho _no cont1nuod brlQjl1n& t~.r equadrona 

trca. botb tho _01... and lIodltorna... rroat. to oPPO" ..... dql1&bt- -1n& 

011 th1e one. 

, '!'h. tint. contrlbu.tloa ot _rloaa ArotoR. b_rdaent. th.ro1'oro••nd .... 
~ 

tha' .ontinu.. to thU dol. _ in th. d1root .nd !.ood1ato roll.t it g.... to 

two All104i t1ald ._N. It .....ontr1but.ioo .oro valuable than !gr that 

could be road em tho otr1loo pboto. ot .........l.l ad...i_• 

!h1o rolief to tho Al11ad • ..to. in tho ...t and oout.ll ... bou&ht tv 


d1raot and _.,. coot to tho &J&htb Air For.. ltaalt. rho nphr dat_. 


daplCQ'1ld .p1n8t. U tb1.kBDod in .n unbrokoa .......lon, _ cmlz Iv' tho 


I\, returnto tbe .It ot tbe tar nunc aquadroaa but b7 t.he "'abl18bMnt of • 


whole now t~ .inI, tho 11th Jqda.ab..dar wb1ah ... tho tirA but not 


the l'lt tolMd to operate .ga~t al. 


ae_a t1ahtor pl.n. production w. 1at.no1tlod at tho d1raot coot ot  

their ....ult on Britoin and had o'-n onl¥ too lato t hoi>' b1&h volua tor 

bloc_ and .ntl-oh1pPin« ...1'1<. But no. til. tOI'O' that had arlt1~ 

MMoed. III Arotla lh1pp1n.g. eadanprwd. thl Sue, and...ith the help of lube .. 

u.-at; GUt the Atlaatic lin.. al~d aven further into dec.l..1ne •• mn and 

ever JION 01 Gerwan indust.rial and .Ult8l"7 resource. were .b1tt.ed haatll7 to 

tighter dotena•• 

http:stalirW.rd
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Th1e cCXII)lt.te altere.tl00 or Gen:wlJl air polley aDd oapabtl1t;, .. the 

!'ft:n direot r cBUlt ot l'\mer1can etratee;lc bca.bardDeII:\. 

This rflsult . bow6t'er . was not 1cDedlately apparent. lYen by the tima 01' 

Ce.aabltuloC'l the l..menoon strategic dream had only a bADd1'Ul of j)bo\08 or doi!:aeo 

\> to French iD1!ltallatiollS and the certain umen1able aMfte of a f ew Gcl"tlBll 

t ighter squadrons to ahC*' lor He work. 

Tho Comll1ned Chi ote had t o mC8eure tbeae ap.1.nat '\be experienoe ~ Air 

" 	 Power in the Torch landings . 'l'bl!E'e and aubseQ,ueDUy 1D. Afr1oa. . A.z:ler1oe.n Air 

Fower had play("d n usoful role. art t he preponderance of it wa.s the clasa10 

role, 1'am1liar f'Ha ~. erete. the Perokop Iatlal. o.n4 Kirch ztraite, 01 , 
1eUPportlns '8 eell. la.D<!1De' am a.:fternrda Q srcuDd OBJaPllgne Air Power bad naie 

the u8etul cOJ!Rntlaoal contribution expected of It. Yet 1t as DOt.:ablc tbat; it 

had forced no UD.£.l d cciaiOll in the Afr i can C8q)61gn. It as equally certain 

that no air power based on .A.trlO1l in t~ foreBGaable future oould bave strategic 

e.-£tcct either u.PQn t he rulk oi the Genm.n a.rm1e8 or upon the Ger!:Bn eccmc:a:q the" 

supported them. 

, 'Ibeac t :l.il:J8.1.; tho CO::lbined Chio..'o hed to weie;b apinst SQaB photos of dea
\  

.l ege. t o sub P('DB , Co roported shift in Cel"Trtln diapoDit ions Wld t he l'el:!Xlrkabl e 


fact that IOI.'t"' cssca :..ad survived GMl"p onc eunt ers with (}el'tiJ8D. f ishtcrs and 1'1aJt. 

to 	aCId even Dor e ;;e1ght t o t :-.c avc.rnb.el.m1nc a ir sli.pc.r1orit ~ that baoked 1 t . ~t 

over und oga1ru:;t t: ,,-.t ';70re tip! photo8 , t i ( un·.:.xpccted ourTival. c! the roth Air 

Force . the c hi f't of the CcIlll!Ln t1ebtora . Thej oeded up to a !lOT pot ential. i n 

the ':rer . t o the possibility of ::> trikiIl6 the cnt::IY in hie ha:Ileland ...here no other 

.Ul1OO 36ency could yet toooh him. 

http:cCXII)lt.te


A\ cUalllAltoa t .., CoIob1noll ~to .t stott ct.o1_ to builcl IIp the 

&1cb\k A17 _ ...a intorio117 dqUFL otn\o&1o __nt ot Gel'Mair bT t .. 

h1c/MOt prklr1y of ~_\1oa. 

, 
l 

0 0 

f 
\ 
Jo 
" 
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\  
I 

~ 	 fir.\".. '" am.... 'lbe"- ta4 11_ ,. rta41..", • tIl..1'7 of off_i... 

air ...... ~".1)7 til. tw GO"""'. __ ta MU_ -ni••• for U _ 

b.- nO.I.a17 W hoU operatt.o•• 40w ... ntrt lov rat• • t 10•• rql.aa..... 

..... 	MtIl nplao__h aa4 boUd19 ta dab' u.. StIl UI' _ f_ I,", .... 
•• u .... -.1>' 110'_ , .. ooatlloU.. parpo.... 	 •• to bIU.'fila fl..., 

tho _ '.". pO...lIl... til. __I n ...._ .... lIdU \be 1_ 19 , 
10 	 'hall' dtull. 1afi1o' eY_ cnater 'n .,.. 

a t 1012& 1••, • • "10 1;0 'be phnn'ac at it, Dew t'aDCUOIl. Pr.Yioll8ll' It had. 

vander ed what G.,.... t arc '" U 001114 hU. Bo•• n Ut the bal Jl f4 , be Ogera Uoa l 

01 d. , .n1n112C ...., \aJ'ceh _I' b, hit; t o IIlaU,r tbe Ge...... war eCOII.~. 

'rbi. dudl' r •••U e4 1a th. proer- laiova •• thl OoaIblnl a Bo. blr Ottend...e 
f 

f~" t ho United lC1acd... Brl . f17. It had be.., d.,...lnod \ha' GftmanJ'. w.1n. ... 

bIut, lq ill alI 111cta..'rl.&1 qet . .. SGlaar1D.••• a lrcra:n, ball bear1.acI. otl, 

ot aUacka n.ece••ry ~ ....... 'Z' t.d l mabv val tJ'aDlWt e4 aca1A \hrc:rqh thl 

muaur...nta ot ••rylc_billQ' and 1111 of thl force requirea .. --arlJluw tho •• 

• ttam throUCh .. ~tTeD ti1M. 
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~ 	 1943_ t h.,. approTea. \t and (rGII thea unUl the .,'altl1ahaen\ of USS'U7. eight 

aoa.t.b.. lat.er, it; ..,a' the op.raUDS chaner o~ ...er1can Stl"lLtectc BoabardJI..t in 

tbb theah!>. 

, 
..n.n.n reacUon to the :portent of OlD" preeenol hal alread.7 bean _nUane4. I, 

V"al continulDc with. "ead1' now of 'DIN' ttchterl to tb. V.tlrn tJ"On.t. W. WI'" 

alreaq tncacM 1Do fae' in • d.~U'.h rac••• to whether VII could. _otm.' • 

I Alreaq the 1 '-.411y rll1Zl« Genan :t'1chter dr.ncth wa. a clot ....tch for 
\ 
.au.r do'vlT grovinc etrencth . 'the abarp upward turn of Ga!'lllUl f~'.r productioD 

that aprlDC 1.1" no doubt of the !JaNan i ntent to win the match. 'thi. race VIl. 

in tact to continue another tall yoar with ad~Dtag. alternating b.'v.~ attacker. 

and d.fenders ia. preca.r1.oul bAlance until ~ h f"J oTarvhalalDC .trlngU. of US9'U..J' de 

cld.a. the t • .ue in 1944. 

a'mule ..,er. alr ••q llDCOIIItortabl)' cloar. Oil A'lrtl 17th the 8th Ai r :-"orci took 

advantage of itl f irst . ..ther chance to ~ ••t ie.tone 1n it. hi.tor" with 

a ttack UPOD • Ga~ ~ighter factor,y in Br emen. 

the 	
Oerm&D f Ighter torce 
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.., 'be_ Our pVpo..... w break \htIoU&tt u.. 4etn.••, as the roo" at 'hat 

4et,ue aIl4 th.. 4a the nec"-.&7 dMac' we ba4 pl_aM. fIl' G---. parpo8' .. 

. 
at all 	cea" ,••t.p lil. 

!he clarl" ot tbe.. ooafilc\tJtl pa,rpo••• bepa .. produce at onee the 

, loaa ot p lan." b.&4 t. t.e' ..... tw..... l' val olla rrr Ute l euona ] ~ed br 

ruehl. ~r1MO' aDd. l' bad. \ran,la'" 1'••lt into ,he 8~ A1r !'on." h.t.'.... 

'" 	tn 'hI COlIMA" :s.ber Otte.. lft. 'I"lw ba11ttw.. a...r .,.r1allled In U... 'i!hrollCb

tilt; til 1101\ cr1Uca1 :ncb'iDe and. tibe 'ben v.Ulft' _,hI Ute 8th Ai r 'nrcl P' 

al..,..,lraaaz,'" .t »la•• "hiAd. til, ..tat-. r ...ulj.~,. it' had. ••U ..., .. for tho , 
~b U 	 ..... h&l>U,.. eo _ 110 ••CIOIIplhll., 

:""'he d.e1.,. ... not oa),'f rMpoMl'b1e far U. l_blUt7 \0 !lab ~••d o~ . 

the rare good ........ ~bt.ac d(q'1. U va. "'HJ' nearl,'r t a tal \0 \he ..01. _,... 

'lb. tntroductlOll ~~ t:h. Zl 011 .'\l""'''''' I. Kq ..,\ oDl¥ off.., tho rue' ..peri01'IV of OUJ' .50 _ ....1>1•• gun. ho.4 
" 

eaJol'ed., 1m, 11 prOYH. A parUCNlarq .fleatly, ~po. aca1n" our '1ch' t~ • 

10111 after \bl In\ro4ucUoll of the roea\ it t, bad. not belft fflr dill. n.. 

fae'or wh1 ch t bi, u •• val oa ou..p 814,. 



._ 18 


The radar V.,, ot eour ••, ft~tU' ••cort:. b . ...... l' va. no' new 

had arrlTGd hIre .Uhtn a t.., dq. atter Ul. 8th Bo.o.r C~d. "'" tbe dh;.'. 

of U. ort&1nal groupi '0 t.h., forch .oy• .a' l.n it: unable to opern'. scala wit.h 

_ .\,_\1> un\U ~ of 1~3. 

new ch8.p\er to thu .o~ of ottend.....ir warfare. And aca1- the chaDc- til our 

At fir,' our Dc,.iben had draVB Glnu.n fighter. froa )for~t A!':r1ca and 

""1'7 pr ••'acl taHdl..h~ red.uce4 .. le...ln.ce of enOnlOUI a4M ttonal "treD«th to 

the GlnIt\Il d.,teDderl. Much of their -'10C'" with rocket lIortara ha' bee won wi tb 

.1u 88, and M, 110. aD .aspect... add1t1eal threat to our tore••• 

In conflict with our ftchter., hOveTlr, the German twtn ~lDa fi&btl:re 

',ere lIluch too vulnar~bl.. 'i'her h .!t.d to be \fitbdravn J qond the ran.. of' oar 

.trhundlrbolh. 'lhoucb \he y did 2UCh ~. 6n. Jlhatons that lJUo"qumtq" ~oJc: UI 
\ 

cOWlt.r-auaurl of Ger.aan !rl.nc:1e enc1li.e fighter. acting a l ••cort to protect the 

UlldV frt_dl¥ t1&hter co,..r, the ,?I'lponrl.erantly coadal .UIlOD of March. 

April, Mal' aDd. JUDe pn V87 to doep ?~Dtl trat.1on in ~ 3Cdoe. and!. plo.ce••a 

lad.l and Oech_rel_be aIld 'i'a.I'!leaucde. Our l1pte.,.. oould .Ull no\ r-.ch t.he '· . 

,.,lac•• Out. thq could go .ood of the v,q tUld the dak•• vere high enouch to ..nd 

boabs r a una.corted the re.t. 



For ,be•• were fir;hter tactoriee and. it ."•• no" onl¥ too plain that 

8Yen ..,lib t!.cb-ter e'Cfl't ..,e could DeTer be eat. until w. hAd . t ..~ the rial.. 

t. l de or Germaa. airoraft pro4a.c\!on . In .441\1011 to thi. h ••dt.te :tJIUPO•• there 

fi&ht er coYer or fro. the prot.ctton of the ... . / '1-,~. 

'l'heir 1.por~. to all rolli:ng equi~en.t, •• vell s ••ircral\ lI&lNfac\v., 'Va. 

'" m o'tG. :!or the_ we accepted t.h. record 10.... 01 \he 'Al" to 4&\. OIl the 

\ Sep t ••bar ana. Octo ber. 

~ 
t be ....-r produa~ the 'biUered air n&hUD« o~ the war ~d the 'be.t ind.x 

l h ••trecUyen... tb ,\t had been hoped tor. hoveYer, wa. limihd by 'vo 


critical17 r ••\rlctl •• tac~M'!; . '1'ile f'1.rs' , •• I b"y 'l .ald. vaa r.pl&c..ent. 


!lot until the .u-er v~ther va. lrre...ocablT 'PIl.' di d t he now of new -p1t'lD•• eyer 


'{each t h" requ1r.-aen\ . that bad. b$e:n a ober17 e.Uma.hd for the Co:abin &i :SO.b8T 

~tt.n8t.. . (rb•• ecund fac'or was the weath.r tt ••lt, a1thouch its inhibttor" 


arr.c \ _. 1:18&D1fied lIT the ....llna.. ot our tore. . "'he plSllnert of the Cnabined 


Boab tlr Ufl'sn,h'. had care1'ully CO Daldar.d tbe expectanc7 or ",,,.. tber .u1 t 8.~la far  

Freeltlon bceblnc in thia t heAter. It vaa 'Eor \bh that they hAd aUpulated not 


only 8yentual buildup, but bulldup ~ t l .. "ace.. !h... vere ., fulfilled. 'fe 


neTar bad tbe forc. v. needed i n t1ae . '1'111. 18 a ~ !rob18llil that napplq will no' 


recur ill the j·;o.ropeAll Theahr, but it h pr8l8ll'lted ,l\8 a yAlid expla.n&t1oD of the 


faol t hat al tbau.gh our fore.. vare taught to th • ••1'7 lUlU 0'1' their ."durance 


the result va. no t concludY8 in that ::tear be cau8e the aater i &l "..8 not p rorlded 
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t.0 t:II!\k:. i' eo. 

I 

t.oo -anT tlll"cet. for the ti•• a 1101l te4. Thla t. on17 in pe.rl another wq of aa;y

ins: t hat our torc•• vera too _al l tor ihe t.allk. 

ambition. to our aapabllU h. and concentrat.d more of our alllrto' on pl!!lrfor.~ 

the aOa' nec...&%)" t._ b.fore ..,. dI luted preoious etton .-olle Uw· other OD••• 

" 'l'he .oat neee.1al7 taak vaa, of cour•• , the d • • 'roQUOft of the Canaan Air 'Force. 

i 
\ As 1. ".11 known ve did aubda1'ltial17 check it. -production and CIlt the planned 

\ 8%paD.e10D at' it••trancth . It. d.1d not 100Il enough rea11.e hoy tapora\1y. 0. t.* 
~ 
It • •• and concent r ate ,Tel"7 'lya11able taD 01 'bo.bl upon 1\. 

2. It 18 vorlhwhlle, hoveTtr, to rert,,, the .ffect of our Opln.t10Ila 011. the 

Ge~ Air Yorel. Indled the .ubj8Ct i. eo InleparablJ related to all 01 our 

own .ffort th.n.t 8ZJ:I dheulldoD of .,Uher Inlet conru8e th.. 8l)fllaker hb••U. 11; h , 

therefore, agpropr1ate to la,y nov t ha t in the Terr weak 'thleh eo.t lie the record 

bombe r 10•••• of the ~ to da t a crer ~ ohysiDrurtl Wnr.hal GoerIng con.idered hi,, 
\efensea againat our bCa'lBrdment a. fe-1luTe and info ned hla fighter ooaaaaDd so. 
J 

'l'hh view ~ II :h n roars .~nlflea.nt 'b ecnu•• of 'hi utrealt1•• of e'for\ 

the gr&dU&~ ,hi:fting n:f lmUI'! ha. oth.r fronh. This fo roe,dura YIIo8 highUgtlted 

u 0Y8Ylr b7 th,fI rUO'9'al of thl Cl"~ck Ce~ 3rd ;'"1.ghter iling fro. tbl CbJ...lan :Front . 

Gercan••1r1'1 beginning to reel fro .. the Ruulan offenaive bet"• .,. lruru and Orel . 

·rhe,y C&lI!' atrdght to the 'ti'nhm Vr-ont ~o be f ollowed b7 the othflr two art.r • 

brief ~&riod of ra.t, r.flt an~ Dorta r tT81nlng. 



doubled. hh air toro. ,1p.a1. lIereol1U1 and. ..14ed. t b_ uto the ao,' "'&:flU,. 

orpn1sed ..,.It. at fl&b'v GOnt.rol, ..,..,. .... Ia 'h. e.arly I prtltC' ot 19h2 h. 

I 

CODII4IIder. GCQr al Ga lled. had. h..l. & b1c: . ""'" of lb.tr G••chtl1la4 _r Xo2aodor•• 

---II&Del p ro.b . d t hoa ~hat. u.. prlY&11lDC .'r... of ftc:b\w crot'P' _1114 'be ral._ 
I 

'" fro_ \he CUlTG' aTerae_ of alI_' \hi ..", ~ It1tir. 

1h, proal , . " •• d.oabU... u4_ 1a COM taUb. Bu.' . 1 bo\b. 0'll1" 'boabtllC 

\ an4 alr t 1&bt bc ot tile ....r cu' 40wa all po. ,t 'bllUt•• of .uGh ft.ocr.Uoa 
~ 
GolriAc vat forced '0 aIl~har .,Zped1-.,. 1'h! 1 .., orpatdD« ... elabor,,'. 

dou bled, \ltv voul4 he.c.torlb l ee '0 U 'hat Ukq f lew daclb1_ .0rU•• wUh 

Te t. lv' . 1cJ..Oc tober Goert..na COIl,tel,reel t.b.At eTa. th... npadUm.\a had. 

1f:~11ed. 1'\ "'a l t.ben, Ulat "ith charac'ert . Uc bowllrad and ruthle.m•••• h, 

'aalled. t or yolunta.rl and. deaa.n.dld \he orp.D.lsaUcm. ot the :. t W'lil Il'd'fe1.. 

http:yolunta.rl
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3, eT817 1ndlcaUoa the 'battle t'or "erlal 'upr__07 had a.I.OtIt reaoh.a 

U. a11au: oyer . rope 1a October ot 194,. At." aor. 1&1"" scale .n,pc_Jl'. 
ulb' hay. aMll e1 th.r aide T1doricnta. ~e d111 lacked \he Muatan« .trencth to 

, 
COY.r tb. Gezwane now ap~e4 to baYe 'he beUer of uneeool'te4 boa"". It 1111..' 

coad...a.a"d.qli&ht stratq:lc boIIbor~8Dt tor all H ••• 

'" f\1.tur. looked 11t\1. "",phT tor hia vUh bte pro4a.cUOD nltdaaUU17 ea.' u4 

the year "e 414 DO' ac:atB g.t tore•••bq &Ood veath.r for deep p••e trat lons _4 

viaua1 bo=biDC. 1101" did the Luttvatfe, licJdq its awn wQU.D4a . chao,. to &&erevat. 

t h .. bT ree1t:taac. to OQr experiments ..,ith blind. ~'oing. 

~Ce}:\ for occ••1oDal shallow ridd l to o'jecU..... O'f ••COD4aJ'7 1.-por'ua. 

VI were roe\ r1c\l4 to bUnd bo.b1na tro. Oc to'ber I ll th ~ JaDuaJ'T lUh. 'Phi . 

\.Chn1qu. •• f lra' prac\1ced. 'b7 the a.A.Y. had beSUS to ahov d1_t1nct pro.t •• 

tor pro.t.cuoa. d•• truc\ioD OD 

" 
.1...,1. obJectiye.. I\ w•• no~ ye t dependable 

fo r h1U1Dc FredaloD tarceh. 

It)r hindsight 1 t nov appeare that our :force • • 11th\ hay, been .ora 

in bUnd be.binc. Un t.he other haDd t h1. could on17 baYe b••n don. at the p rice 

of dela,. iD. the appllc.."UoD. of ou r own .technique. \{ben ve began iD "?:u.rope. all 

beabing WAI bliDd b e Cllul. 11. vas don. at night without sobar hop. ot arJ7 IIO 'O{' 

, - . 
I 



'lb. D.ec...117 of r.bl1nc 111 lb. dark had iIoV\.rK arUl ch excellence 

in na."'1...\10~ aDd va. t.o ••• t.b_ pert.ot 'bUild ~'ot!lS to • r--.rkabl. 0::'_'. 
t., 1t _. " al"", 1'1"O c''' ' t.h.,., had alr..q itelll t.h1rt;;T ft .... _on,h. 1% IIrl_.Una 

vI th it -.dlen 'It. 'oep.n to hit Ciall tarc.'. bT IIbo\10D. 

n", .... l&d • .Mad 

for Ilccuraq or ••1.eUTelT applied u...ce. '!hI Y<"IId.lr 1. not thnt !t Jus' "ar.17 

\ ..,ldl open \0 .U Aliled boabu •• 

~ 

\ litt&97 'boatlardcent 1l&Il1n took !Ld"'Il."lh8' of UIll~. OpportunU7 for 

·bUAter-dr aalilOD aca1D"" th.. relaU ...ely feyan.d. oouceatnLhd Rol r la••• on which 
\ 

11k. alr 8I)uallty . 

_\ ta.c.k OD the en..y '. h01l1l InliustJ7 . '1'h. 'vo :"ald. OIl ,.,irerate. faciort •• 1. 

http:Y<"IId.lr
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po~r that W&2 not to -skI i h.U fllt dew there Wl\U tbe capture fd the ltaliaJl 

,,\\ aotual clo•• an:lT S'Qp,i)Ort Doth the ....ericc ADd ilri\iab. lore.. down 

~ 
there Vlre nalcin« n:ce11ent ~ogra.. "title . ete". of a trad. which hIld asrTed 


the GerDan • .., VIU in their oar17 cam,Paips. I n this we produced DO imtovaiiolll 


but the auccel8:!ul lupport of the l~ding. in. 31c!17 And I\a1J' atJ«Urea well for 

, \' 

\n. tIl<uro • 

• ill Sl01q and. in Itaq \lA1 1\\ once so ov.rvh.lalng JUld 40 H.t ted. lQ couclud T. 
~ 

eftec' ··•• to ",alidat. tbe eoro 'il&r7 th" t hal blln not.d before. 'fbi , 18 tbat 


although Tau cannot tdn crouut c..-pai,gna vithout ....rh,l snpr ....OJ' you d.o 120t
, 


nlc••aari17 viD, th•• 'becauul ;you haTe U. 'fhi. blunt fa.ot the OarcAllI had alr.a.q 


d1.coftl"ed to thei r pain in Ra,d. . It requlr.. on17 & glanc. at the prueu' 


dtuaUOD on the Italtor& Front to S18 thAt \1 •• hal railed the corn llaJ'7 to eQ.ual 


.i.iul vith the ~ropolltion it.,lf. 
,
\ 'rh. riche.t fruit at tbe ~8dit.rran&aD oil' 'rperience va. the edUCation 

) . 
1 Q, co.b1nine lan4•••• and. air taro•• tor airborn. a ...\llt ~J. for tb.1 i it QaT 

be ..ld thai all cIa•••• ot anI' a lr pow.r aad. exc.ll.nt cont r ibution • • 

It II DD deropUon h ••er to pOint aut th.d ..l1 af the.. operations 

. er••iaplT varia\lon. OD u••• of Air JOv.r whIch other natIon. had ~racti .e4 

~ucce ••tul17. For unl~u. contribution to the u •• of air pover It i. DeCI.eary 

to turn back t o the record of the .trll,teaic fora.. in the U. K • .-lth tb.lr [, rogre.. 

o.t the d p.Telopment at laac-rl'.nc:e preoie1oll bo.b&rdt:oont I'\Dd lODc-rnnce fighter escort. 

BoUt of ihes. lnnOTfttian' asrked an epochal a "'Trnco in ,ur wartar e . '1"he Aaerican 

Air ? arc•• ver e no t only stiempting but in Ie•• than a year h~ demon.tr ated 
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unquest'il>oable success nth. tecMi.!ue Ivhich t'lltO other air forces had a.b&ndollOd. 

in despair MOli t.\.fQ lIIOre had Dever con.lder.d worth tryin&. 

The cours. ~t this ~er1.llent had produced. a gOlmtor-revolut.ion, and. 

a most. disadvant.ageous .me in the cOIIpOaitlon and oparatiulis at the Ger:un Air 

, Force. It.a damage had. spread, by the re.tID....&l. of their ai r coye r" to bot.h at their 

fi el d anUes• 

• he continuing shitt. fro. bOllber to righter production and rro. 


offensive st.rength to detensive atralgth wa. J1k)re than a S)'iIbol 01 t he end at  ... 
Gero.aoy ' s aggreesive capability. The uncovering at thoae field ariliee ilall a 

protOWldlJr lmrportant., it not decisive tactor in the &la:>et unbroken .eriea at , 
• .teats and. -retreats ....h1ch characterized. their ground caapaigna: t hrough the period 

lros Casablanca to Cairo. 

'nics. in thomaelvea were prod.1.p.aus acco.1!plishments and. yet thq 

occurred. a lnost as by- pl'Ol1ucts or our intent to de.stroy the Gersnan war economy 

'l'l'ith precision bomb..i,.Ilg . I have said bolon and lII1st acknowledge !Nel¥ that t.he 

six tar get syatem PI"oved too large for destruct.ion by the toree we IIIW. able to 

asl!li6[l against it . In retrospect it 1s claar that w. shouJ.d have U41ted our, 
Q),jecti va t o our aeans and 8asignad ever,y available ~ to the destruction ot the 
J' 

c.farman f'1M,htsr f'orc~ \'filile it was yet as relat1vel,y inexperienced as w.....ere.. 

Yet even with the availaDle torcea .. CatH ve ry close to accontpU.hing t llat 

destruction that year. 

J . 1'he effects of t his upon the rlXJaind.er of the Gennan Air Force have 

been indic~ted but should b. su..waar1sed again htsre . 'tne period. from eaaablanca 

to Cairo saw t he Clllce vaunted Stuka disap}Jt!Olr evan f1"Ol11 the :1ed..lterranean Front 

and tnough it li...~gered in use en ;><irts ot the &.lSS ..l&n f~ront and. for the suppreaeion 

ot BaL!can guerillas , it eeaaOl1 to be a ::!ajar tactor in t he it1lr . 

http:rlXJaind.er
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The decline at German long- ran,. bo!;lb",rdiaent was .....ua.l.ly clear it not 

quite so rapid. It is notable that tllNue,hout this period it d,uad to Jl8ke no 

major attack upon Great J:irlta.1n, ·...as powerless against the rich tugets 01 t he 

Sicilian and Italian landinga and continuoci to decline stsa.di.lJ" in ettectivene,n 

~ against both Atlant~c and Arctic shipping. 

The reason ot cour•• wall the stead;y ahitting at emphaais, production, 

crew3, tr&1n.!ng and even units troa oItenaiv8 to d.t~.lv. purpoee throughout 

'*\the German Air Force. The preponderance ot this eftort went into single-engined 

t i ghter day derenae. It ill noteworth,y however that t.he twin-enl!,intid night righter 

force t hroughout th..i.s time was upanllng :steadily in direct reajlOflse to the , 
~.ing effectiveness at the R. A.F. night borobiIlg prograo.. This r1~. in twin-

et'lrs.ine fighters wu. aetua.ll.y a ClOre direct a.n..i i..IIrned.1ate drain on German bombara-

moot. t han their s..:.ngle-engJ..na expansion :Jl.nC8 in the tOr:M!" they actua.ll.r 

convertod boober types to tlghters. 

HiGht fight8r c1oien8es were in tact to bec\lmo t..he :lost form.tdable 

branch of Lhe Luftwafte at bil¥ laltil they too ·..re oann1'oalizl:!..! to the last .!itch 

rFluirBQcnta of dtq fighting. nti.:3 3tep in the !"'roce.. was , h"wever, uontha in 

tj\ 1e r utw'o, at tne turn of the :J~r mlich found the GoA. F. irrevocably cCJQtll1tted. 

", 
to tM oefellse ot ita hClm81and. at t ,le uirec t expenee of all future air 4ggrGS81on 

&n.:! even ad&..J.uate .1upport to it.~ beleaguer ed tield ar::iee . 

The .:i .A.F. opere.ttoos during th.ie span foilowed. the aJ.rB&dy predst.er.ai.n.sc1 

course or their OIVll evolution. It is to be · HJt.ed. that thi s "ae a wlunt.ary one. 

';houGh t..hey .iiJ send a token force or bombers ac.J. veri .sUbstiUltiiil n\Wbera at 

fighters both day and night to do excellent >fork in the ...teci, t :l6 XoyaJ. Air Force ' s 

~: Ild 30 :,utiently accu.o.ulated It . 

http:stsa.di.lJ
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Ca.retul.lJ' nun.! helll.'q eq,w.drona were ti.nall¥ giving thttlr night toree 

both hcoogeneity and vastl,y increaeed t~Ul&ge as l..&ncaaters, i!alU'axea and 

Stirlings superseded the l41scel.la.n,y ot lAcdiums with which Bomber COi!lIIland had begun. 

They ••re designed tor the night., lor low speed, loll' height an..! heavy Utt with 

t,. the da.rkn~58 8B t.heir principIa reliance tor protection. Their atrateg:1.caJ. 

purpose was llkewis. l.1.oited. to the proa1acuou8 destruction which 1. aa that 

can be hoped in u.rkne88 . Dut in tMs t. I H~ir £ro.~ weigh:t. was ~ r apid 

advances. 

" ·rhe develop:..ent o! its atrcmgt.1l t.Jlro~hout this phue wae t.o mk. 

possible tor t he li. A. F . three oajor a~8au.l.t8 with & conc.ltrat.lan or tonnage t hat , 
tad uever been Iilatcli...x1 betor e . lb.e fir_to of thtiS8 Wad tiu, jJrotract.ed. drive on the 

:Whr. The second was the blltaing ot Jia,!abur~ OIl a unique seal. and the third 

was the beginning 10 the autwm of 14It ot tllQt wlot.erls int.ensivlrI bOtllbal"Wt-.'lwt of 

berlin. It is st.ill ~)o8sibl. to aaau. 1'Ul..l¥ t.he exact results of tnesa 

operationa . i~ i. quit.e proO&ble that by indirecUoo thq apr..d. trwa t.he point 

of the bo.b strikes to the f1eld l:ir3iee an.i contributed in large ..asure to 

It is very c$rtain that t.heir effoot within Ce.I'CilI\Y it.eel! was extr8l!l.el¥ 

serious . 'i' lla beat inaex W8 have was the l'M.pid bu.:.ld-up of t he twln-st16ine night. 

f i ghter toree £or deLense aba..inat tile stu~ bludtoeonillg, ine£ficiency .. in naked 

stren~th its r e 30urces Nere increased. by .v.~ posaible m~l6 anu also, b. it 

notsd, at the ti.irdct expense 01· all ot.tlar branches o.>t the .;}••• •Y . except ai.i1g1~ 

u.dvanti:lbU alteru a.1:.ed "it.h 8 JH'ecariuu6 bKlAulCO . "i h " iu 'toroo.uct;.ion of the 
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i11ndow techn1;;ue dill give Bomber COCl!4and a brlot advant.age which it br1lliantly 

exploited . 

With lha &. ut.t.tmn German si <!,Tlnls cOl:t rol, radar :!cvelojllr.O:.t. and sheer 

"voight. at numbers lf8re rapidly regaining a kind at yarity t or t.he daten:se . l{or 

\ 	 could. Bomber Co~d look a!J we had done t.o it~ own ti~ters to turn the balance 

&fUin . T:'le R. A, F, Fighter Co, ~--nalld nUl car ried. t h ., entire co,:m.it~8Ilt at a$rial 

defense ot the li . K. a.wl eVdU : lad. it not besn so burdanad it is doubttu.!. it 

escortiug tiBhter::s b:! ui.:;ht. :foul.U. ever tlrove thlot bala.tlCtt at power that they had. ... 
b&COW3 by day. L"l both n 'ight f1.eht~ and !nt rusion the H. . :.. .r' , had. rl!&C hed. higb 

peaks of develojJQel1t. but for yrot"ction 1n i ts st.rict.ly ottens..lve wor k lioabe.r 

C:b~d. nad to look principally to 'C ile .i..'lgenuit,l' at it:s planning and th~ simple 
'. 

courage at its pers O!U1el. % the t.1..-.o.. at Cairo t.hese ",are cOfl:Jtit.uting only a 


slender advantage over t he r i:sillg atticlency of t he Ge~ night def enses. 


5. The lius sian Air Force in!!lotar as ""' can Judge changed little in this 

tie. fro!1l its original toms . !t Uid grow powertuJ...ly . T, ough thO]' had prod.uced. 

&3 yet no lona-range bo.:nbard."'J.Wlt t he crowing s trength of thlJir fi~e1"-b~er 
f 

ll,\ continuous a,n·1 found its rene(:tioll in the d l'OW_nC succen ot t. neu- ground.r= ',.,as 

abu.~s . Indeed. by tho e!!n of 194.3 t he wheel h ad probab ly cooe full cycle. Thank. 

larb. e17 to Gel'"lJall. reno'ra.l~ to 'tonis f:' oot t.he :tu~ 8il,.:.ns no:, had. local tact1cal air 

51.iperiorit.;; alr..o9t. Avery-..mere <U.on .; their 11119 . 

It is ;!ot.3.t:Jle !1o''''8ver t.hat even ~lth the revival of t.hls they ;:1aCie no 

effort. s to,",s,!":.l strat..e..,:ic Lo,-:-.barua"1ent . t'ernap:s t.hey could not. ~ffort.i tne prOt.i.uc tion 

co;, litt..lent . Perl.a.,?5 t~t1.f f dlt they Iild :10t need it. ror the co:.1eut. . .?ert-..aps 

http:tu~8il,.:.ns
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tr.~ at t!\:: l1S?OaaJ. or the 'nglo- ruJSric..ln co:nand..:trs . r'or dv...,n 811 it .....ad 

t:~ !In:i ot 111.3 termina.ted. its c. ·~~al c.::sl ,dth t.;...., '}::r:".8J1 (il;lrt~t' lore.,) . j '(.' 

'fin t ".at ::r.:""-:.~,,:,,.:::nt . h:n i t l· so~n.'} ;11.S eo U!pc!, J.t iv:: t"...'\. i t. cb'!:~~\l.l"ej ill 

. 'fo t".l rther this r;>.l"!.. r,cipl e 'J ;· ..,:n;:' rta.a cr~Q.tcdJ :>14cil'\: both lL·.! v -:lb:-3ll 

th .Ur :'o.'ce -.r.d. VN f l :jJglll\!: 15th, now bil!lcd in otrl kL"'l('; di.t.cncl,; ot t)lr) 

} ;.i.ch , lu.l.. r th~ 3ailO COCl:k"U1.:i V\d. the !" &J':.e dirt....: t.i'lc: . 

l.'ar..tat prloritltl.ll ;:81"8 ra-exa.'tt.in"c. tJut tho tl cr ....tiny !.t t ttC :'" " . ,.as 

:il.cndc.m.ic . ",t lc:.n.s las t uvor yonc u.n ~~ rst..oou th .t Llnt U ",; . hAe ~",·\ st.<)!·eJ tile · ~l"':. .lT, 

j ~.aht \jl,:· forc') 1..lc :re coul d be :1.0 pr'u(~c:lt t ho ·;;ttt !'}f at'lor ~b~octlve . :n ud:. 

!-:.l1'Po.:re it..Jcl_· , ./oC'.H$Vctr , t.hc ~ ">! -no :10"' involvild 3 at. ..>-." 'Jt :von .,!_''':''It.e., .Jiz.nlfi 

";':JI ~ -=> th In the CI.nt. t.n 'Hn~(J ,;:,f :J t l'<f.t.";1~ic: bor.Iharl~-::"nt . 
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.:orroet17 ror¢8can :.a tho l:ItII)a;t critical o.1ngle factor 'i!XJG the ~U~C'3' or 

t.tut Cpar-ltJ.O:1 . !"or tltO re~..a. t.horn .. tor ::JUrVivt'.1l .'llld tor ~ta cont.l"1hut1.on 

to CYorloN, 'J3';"~1 """ ooc:itte<l t.<> the <loatrw:~ion 01 the G. l .? .. a 

pr1.nM.tr which 3d!>l.~te~ ot no oWlor abJact1ve untU itA acocq>liahoollt. 

! :.lJ'J.all net elaborat.. hare t.h. 1ot.aU. of l1.IS'r/o.;P l s tJU;;:CN8 nth that 

nccc.,.>l1lIu..... . !lr:d.d '!a,..,.'> "" !lad _ alaat -rr mo.....ourc. ot ('_ 

a1rc1"<\!t W'acture, ""at at thea :overl1 U..... . '!be Intonntr or OU,. attack. 

' :aLI provok.d & ....ta ot tt.r1t.lon un.!,:jU8 so tar In air --rar.. In thia tis· inti 

our ,!\..tU\I8 . T!ourulcuobolt.a and Lillht.n.i.nao now ~.ad tIM nuobera and 1"004& to 

vlnd1cat. thou .ar17 proal.... 

1"10411 1"", rang. 11ght"... "ora In tact th. a",t, '_1"1=11 planes 

oyer ~.rl1n. Irultoad 01 plan.hinc to evade, .,. QOW dcaJ.aned our z:deaiona to ~ 

vole. to n. ,....w ot att,,.1t1on 'Ah1cb ... '01I&It.1.n£ the lien:;.:lD u.r ~rCtl to death. 1n 

thia ftJ' ... fur t her axpl.oltod t:w ""'IueotloDOcl air au.,.......",. .,.. ..1" :u.t'0P6 IIhlch 

un1l1-" and eancontrat.ad at.bck h&d lIOn to~ uo . I!r Apt'll our t:ocbardwrt. h3II 

.on t ho ....U .... treocl<a ot tbco r..man old"" lor which it .0 1_ h&d toug!rt. . 

7'!lia r:'<lodoa placed ~ balabdly. but tlrlolr. upon t.'>. thrMho1~ or tho 

tlrecn or atrate.:t1c pNtCulon ~. ;0 l-0014 ro:t.Ch.t, .In OftrWhel.alne 

at.zoo".,th . t.ho poln~ "t ,*,1cl! we oould applr our tu1l .tl"l.ldn& power to t ho 

-J:I1' ld.tJtQ.lt t..he r :-:at.rlcUca ot serioua ro.::Jut nee. 

71lore rsQain04 a contl:lu1na ~t..nt. to rol!ce t.he Oerr&n A1.r Force rOT 

,,0 h.J.d r t;;Otl e!l~ of it.. rcc.~parat.1v. pD':let" to 1. v•• vo't7 J;....t1nc ~.1on.. 

'?ut. At-..rt. ~l~ thla 0 DOw had a r Z"001G.1QU.I ton::age aDd the hal"d-won exr..e!"'i.nc. 

oC t_r """tits to applr aaaJn,st , luI.cNo~ to"", or th8 :le,..., a1li\4r7 on<! in-

'.!:lstr1 PO'ol''lt' 3.PY,. roo 1".'Q:Jt Y:.llner:lblc. 

rho hu.'lc.nt, 1m-a.sion had, or .:.out'3e, crt.rona claia on ~ch or L!da tonr.a.:.:,o 

a."1d. in s:.j'P9C,r~ ~t t.~. to nec~3~!,".1 p::-ar..an.t:O!':! (I ' . r' !,"4via joined .,t,h the l'lI(!:1b, • 
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Once boloro I re:anrked that, by hindsight, it appeared probable that 

wa might have ach1e~.d better re~t in the period between Coaablanca ani 

Cairo by i'Uller coooant.ret,lon of our Moretogie erfort -:>0 fewer target s7st ema 

than ~(8 attem.pted.. 

'l'h1B Wb9 said with no wieh to blac.o 8 brllliant eftort at. the time but 

with t.he s1alple purpose or look.ing at our Oi'al record to oee it lfG can impro..,. 

it for ths tut.ure. It appears lroa t.he evidence now that .1"Uller concentr&tlon 

on oU attacks through this span Jldght l>..o.ve tightened even further the strangle

hold w. now have upon the clWID¥' s all. 'Ibis concentnttlon 1s presontly being 

(IPjllled. The experience ot all branche8 or our foreGO nOlf shows t.hat the 

stranglehold ... have obtained upon German all is el:nsady at major s ignificance 

in weakening their resistance. The lightening ot this strancJ.ehold r.Ul consti

tute a decisive shortening or t.he wur, nnd it 1. belos; prosecuted ,,1th all poa.ible 

energ. 

DUring this period our fo rce e: 1n the Mediterranean continued. their develop-

Inri and application at anQ,y support "ork. The strategic precia10n halt ot our 

teaa in the F11't.eenth Air Force H8 llka"d.se not only B. major factor in the 

red.uction or tho Germnn il.1r Force, but settled to the oil progrum .fith exocpla17 

tidelit;,. and l"'8eourcetulnese:. 1.0ng berore the Russian capture ot Ploesti theT 

had cut d.eply into it. usefulness to r~~ny and had ranged even f4rther into 

Gel"'ll8ny iteelt to attack vital refineries and synthetic plants there . 

It 1s no depreciation of our other efforts to say flatly that oil attaeD 

lYSe the second greatest contribution that ~rlcan n1r effort 00.$ Q8C. to the 

I'ear. It. ria. a tom ot attack for which ne had un1~1U. cnpabllity and rnnka 

second only to t.he major contribution with ' lhich it '!'r88 ao 1nt"i.Qately connected. 

This 1I'8S , of course, the reduction ot the German '.1r rare. to inpotence by the 

t~ of Overlord . 
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2 . .Ie have already esen that the Gernan fighter torce was r e f'us1ng 

cor.ba t OV8n tlfO rc.onths before J-Day. fi1th its production deeply cut 3l1d 

its unit, decimated by ~~1l1ng and fatigue 'it had nO 9thcr courso but to 

huaband ltl!ll strength against the aninously certain damands ot the sWlUMr. 

On D- !)I\Y this f ighter torc. C'1:1:I.e forward in strength again, moving 

cv..,ry ant:: ot tbe ei,ght een day groups aVld.l.a.ble in Germani up to the f ront 

';ithln a \ieck . The i r ~CO:N. \H.:;; pitiful . .ll ;.:int ~r th'l)' had been flying 

high interception work on .,v ....ry flyable day. Their brier reojJi te in the 

sprinz , when t hey voluntarily l'fi.thdrew was not enough tor normal restinc _ 

!:elther WaB it enourP to learn close support \lOrlc durins the relt . 

TIleee lUlits we re dec1mat~ \'lithin two weeks o.nd. 't'7ithdrcw to Gemarv 

COr''-P1ct ~ly shatter ed along '.-lith the othors J Vlhich had or1e1.nal.ly forr:md their 

hastily ~provised ~ support fichter force . The d1vi~ion ot tightere 

continuod thrOUOtout the aurame r a.""lC1 indeed untU the pr osom. in two com'rv!s 

\1ith unit.s shuft l1ng back and torth between them in a ms.d 8ttort to pertorm 

the · t · ...-o aepar ato f unctions of tactical and strategic det.,nse . 

Chiefly however the Gercan polic1 W&8 one iJt oonservatiGWl . ~v.n at 

tho cost of permittiO£; virtually unop;:,osed Ix.r.-l..io,g .Uld deJ1¥in& their growtd 

troops the covor that Gdght hAve saved taar(y or the;,l in thft oummert s ca.:np41cn 

they choso to conserve . It w. s a .last ditch hope that t ha,Y could dr~.!.~ the 

force through to the protscti"c ' feat her of t he rrinLc r . fcws.ru thi:s -8:"ld. th~ 

sped up JllCd " uction of r1g..~te:i:'tI ':"n diBpersal J.n~ this acc~1shm~nt ranks a.. 

cne of the ~t remarkable or the war . 

In every r.:.unth tro.'rl hpri.• fOI""arci they r...an-i.r;M!. to increase their actual 

product ion or fie.hters . ,\nti though th': sumer ' 8 w1istage held dO'rfll actual 

2t :r:CI,t; t h t :.; r J. while , oJ AU&\lst their eonse rv ltion pollcy W88 so rigorouely 

~prllied t h3.t the'.f beem to inr.:NMe I n n1J.T.Dors . The quality of t h is toree 
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however 'lfU D.l\other nntter . It r e.'1Ill ir!ed yOW1r. , gr een and in~pt tor e ither 

grow\d support or strategic deten~c as our c rews contl~lUcd to r e!"ort . 

It produced an a.I~al.y or the 'War . The Gorman fi ;-;ht.or cor.ruanl 

actua.l1y grew in numbers whUe it declined in t1ght1.nl! value . Time and 

better crl!iII t r aining wore its only h~s tor eo re.!!:edy. ,~ ga.1n3t CNcrlord .9 

during the l'lIINI.1n::lor ot the s~'r it Has v1rtu.ally usCJ lo:!s . 

The pe riod. marked also the :1..,81 ruin or the Ger,"tW"1 bOllbcr torce. 

It bee;an curlouslJr anoueh in a rav1val or u.cthdt.y nhich looked qo~.m. _t 1iJ..s 

ill renais!lance ..Ctc.r i t s l ong Ilku.lking . This toOk the tora oi" the little 

blitz on Lancton ;rh.1ch CO!ltinand. sporad.1.cally through tho fir.lt. tour JQOnths or 

tb1s ;year. The llttacks on London had no Jdlit&ry ettect ."hatol"sr an:i the three 

occaelons when they varied t hen rrith vsauJ.t on the shipn1na ports' even les• • 

~ih&tover thio octon JBa3' have done t or home morale or cre'Ol training 

its intrinalc ef fect "as _orso than u3a1ea. f or it was pursued at a hieh r at. 

o! loss . It will r e.:I8.in one of the mys terie s oE t.he war that thv Gemana 

did not reserve this Coree tor use against tho uniquel y r ich targets or tho 

iJ::xperxl1ng invuion notU.la. I~tead the,. syst ematically .quandere.<! not only 

their conYentlonal bomber tore. but nhat rerained or their t orpeuo ham,er 

squad.rons and their pat iently hoarded. radio controlled boob groups . 

·\!ter the winter's mia f ortUDes thea. wretched units ca.r.ee to t.he time 

ot Ovl~ rlord nth loss than half ot even the van weak eCfort. that had. been 

expectad ot them. Their .tCect upon the operations was negligible . The 

9~~r and &ut~ have aeen the cannibalization or dissolution ot aL~03t eve r,y 

one of these units . Even by a ",••k a lter OVerlord they \lU r"8 c dpabl e ot little 

L~. than a 10" sc, l e of sporadic sea ~. 
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:he one exception to the Jccay- and r uin ot the Gerean fl ir Force in 

this period \l&S the t win engined n.:r,ht fighter branch . Ib etrenr:th ,"U)d 

i:rrectlv~n8SS r(Me to hli'/e critical counte r-ottect upon the oper ations of 

th~ ~ ~ . :.. Y . ',n t h I.hl ich it will p re.notl:! be !::ore tul..ls cona1der (3d . In ell 

its othe r tlep~cnt3 the C... rma.n Air Foree was a hollOW' facad._ or front. l..1ne 

strength th~t b~rely cover ed acute shortage ot planes , crewe and fuel at the 

t.i.uc or Overlord . T1::e f irst week1 s operat.ions shat.t-::red i t for the r emainier 

(If the summer lJut the vict ory 'l IaS not. .1On in t.hu.t. woek. It was If.:n in the 

[irat three nont ha of th~ 'lear by .;.UIeric.m 3trategic bQcl)i ng . f axots ot it 

aight 3urvlvQ iu hi ber nation to ris., a~ain but it lTd.S ct oon when t he Gor:nana 

most neocied it a.~ it was do;m beColUSc USST '1' had knocked 1t dcnm . 

J " . The R. i, . f' .' . development throuD10'.lt this pe riod waa I!'.arl{ed by a 

dra.!tic chans:e in policy . Ito pol i cy of a rea l:.o!fbaI'dment by night was 3.ctua.l.l1 

reaching it3 crit.ical t est over Berlin while USST IF 1TilI!J concentrating OIl tn. 

German Air Force . T'nia test. rcm.a.1ned incon.1Ulilv8 . The cont.inuing build up 

in ~trength and etf'ectiveness of' the Ger:nan niftJ, t ti@lter t orce shows how 

seriously t hey rp.ctlrded. tho menace . Yet it E1l8t be recoNed that tbe r oeord 

tCn.~I3S shower>ld upon ,}arlin pr oduced no cec1.3ive r e sult in the war . Th.e 

·rh", cost of i nf'lict iJ1t:: such diiI'!8ge horlC"".::r hud b C. iiUI1 seriou!lly to 

i..!:lperll the whole pr0f". r am of nidlt. boni:ll:lg . ':'he tt •• F' . had al....ays counted 

on tna;J08S 01' to:1l18.t;e . To deliver thellt on a rising scaJ.e howeve r had beeun to 

ItM!IAn accepting iln equal.ly rieing scale or loss . .'hc ther further effort aight 

have produceU c8.yitulat.1on or the r uin of E-crrher- ; a::..:-and ...til hl" ver be known 

for the offort \faG not continued • 

.. 
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By spring the coulbination of shortening ni6hta, sobering lossel an1 

it, tactical colllll\l.ttmont to tho lII8l'ohall1ng yard program r.ithdrew tho R. A.F . 

from ~ but oceaaional and sporadic continuance of thoir policy ot 

night area bOiWina againat the flOre remote Gerca.n citleG . 

In t act the change ma rked the substantial end. ot area bOClbing a.s & 

sOlitary progr.w. For l..IS$TflY had d c. ne ita ,:,;,ork well . By the ti!De the ~ . A . F. 

rosa through with its marspAlling yard program it W~9 evident that the w~sJo~sa 

or the Ce~ Air Forci was such e3 to pe~t the eradual e~rgencl ot 30mber 

COlN'"~ into the daylight . 

-Thia in tact huppened , g1n,ger~ at first but l'f:lth ever inoreos in,g 

scope as the low loss rate ~U!ta1ned corroborated the essent1al helple&oneal 

or the Gennan t1::hter Coree to resist even the weald.)' armed Brituh bori>"rs.o 

Tne t endenCJ' continuos and its clevelorwent wUl be considered in tl-.e later 

stages of the r Gport. 

4 . Our knowledge or tile R~.Bian !.ir For"ctt thraur)lout this t1=e remains 

scant as to detail but i.;:I,presa1ve u to readt . Dy l!18t lrinter oven the Germana 

wore franldy acknowledgin~ loa~ ot Air Supre:na.cy on that tront. '11leir 

continuing retr~b: rr.." it are a ootter ot record . :'..11 oblerverl are agreed 

that tho Rusclan!: hav8 now cn rwhclm.1.n.t; streD£'th in rirst rate tighter b~er8 

and fighter c raft . The total collapse ot C9l'1!Wl ottenaive cupabU1t)" on that 

front haa lett the Russians relatively free from defensive com:Jitt~£nt~ and 

t he proere~o of their troops t hroUCh hard cn::';;'i.i..;ns ~hOW3 ho .; ifE=ll the:>' hilVe 

l earnt:d to expl..oit the advant~e of the air. 

It is .curious that th~1 have y~t. ehorm flO ihterest in long- range 

bocbard.r.:ient . Torritori!ll bun.. or rather r ecovery ha:'J now b rought thell. back 

to bases fron which th~) Qight readily exploit it but there is no sian of ita 

"",ts tencc IlB ('f~ything l ike a ~erf'u.l cvlnpon~nt at their J.ir rorce. 

F 
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Cherbourg to Aachen 

1 . Ttl. period t ro:n O'Ierlo:d to the pr e.ent tw.. l ean the A.~ Air For c • • 

support two more gea-bome invasiona both accnepen1 ed. by large-scale air-borne 

troop l.andl.ngo.. In addition thoy lave provided large UIIlY oupport !ore•• for ",:,'" 
, 

both undortllltinga, hove oontlnued th.ir stratoegi. bombardment and have aupport- ' ,,' 

ed one ~er extensive Airborn. laDd1n& behind onOGll linn. , 
The... operationa c.umot tl"U.l3 be cons1del"'Od 1M.cpe.nd.cnt~ t or allot our 

forces were pt varioua t~8 orcaged in a.l1 ot the,. luncUoM except tor the 

Stra.tegic bcnbardcent. .hich ",,"ned exclualvol,y the eapabUit.,. ot USSTf.F ~ 

Tho 1nrluence of s tretoaio !!od>:u-dlllent upon all of th... und.rtaking. 

WaD profOW>d and of long ot.nd1ng. lDIIoad it..... Implicit 1D thair ( trot oper 

.tiona. ft. have noted tM cemplete 1mdequaq ot the a.naa.n Air Force to 0ppOH· 

, , 
Jiow it- should D' .aid reclproce1l7 that. the IUGeesa or our other air t~ 

act1Y1ti•• at close support. and air )eM'"&8 ... due in large ...ve to the ~ 

.enee ~~ ~. German .u..r Force J which USSTAF had driven rro. the aide.. h l t.he, 

our ground forc•• nor tho overwbel..D.1.Da &1.r strength that. eloeel1 supported. th_ 

ever met aro-t-h1:n.,s, l1ka COIIlpet.nt. ai r reliatance r 

This tactor lott thOlll substantially, fre. to work out peril.po the beet 

t echnique of tank- air cooperation ...er I ••n, and ita success was a major factor . 

in the advance of our troops. Becau.. strategic air power had. done its work 

well, our other offensive &.1r operation:. took on a high .u T-at lDlique etf1o~. 

2 . The Geman Air :Jorcc , t hrough this latter rhase {roo Overlord. to Aachen, 

presents & curious spectacle . There ia no e tfect1ve branch .ot it lett . And. 18' 

it contains st ill by vir~ue of ita eonaerv.tism the ~s1b1l1t7 at • laat 
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tlicker or ettuctivene"a . 

ttda ,,111 Cale , 11' it. dObS COIle, .fraa t.he sinib d'l,ind .fightttrl. 

haa abWldaslt. ql1Wlt.i~1e. ot the.. and .uUiei.nt ere.8 of 10'" C'tUb.l. it)'. 

oritieal prool_ il tu.el lIlud, t.n- 1aprovwunt. of those CI'W8 " hicn will requil'tll 

tu.el t.o unitive . Ydt. it. mUSt. t16}lt. t.o d.etend. tu."l a..t¥l its ere.,... c.:...Ji.;ot staud 

the sust.ained r~ht.1n& we can torce upon t.::«D . Tney !Ila¥ .... capable of ~ivin6 ue 

.. r •• bed day. yet , bu.t. t.h8.1 .1". yo· ...rl.a. t.o }.invent. our bombardl!lttnt. . It 

p roperl¥ d.1nc:t.ed, it. Call 01111 huten t heir linn l ruin . 

The German bocaber toree a.bo na l reij,ched the end of ilo, rope fmd iAt.lIeen 

t.he probl... of crt..... and fuel no recovIl"1 for it. appear. V09s1ble. It 115 

douotruJ. it it. cou.ld no... raise t.wo nu.nc1rad. planea in one night. . And t.he ere.... 

that. could. not. bit oit.her ~r1.tol or Pl1.-outh lut. s pring are 1e:. s likoly to cJg 

so in t.M tutu.re . 'f.Ie mJ1¥ have d,yint,; nicker. ot ~ot.lvlty i'1'04 it , out t.h.Oy will 

'rca its oJ..st.h bea, however, t.he Clonun Alr Yoree <lid produce t.!1e 1l101t. 

port.ent,Ot.I.I a.lllt.ar.1 developaant. et the "ar. The Cro..bow firin l:S boab 18 still 

in 1& .t.~tl.e or aevolo,PAldllt cotljllu'abl. to tne flintlock. Only @ tsper".... h B..!t.e 1,.0 

hi1v. tlnvented eros.bo... {rca b.ccwi.ng a. tuJor if (tot. M deciaive turning point. in 

Tho Overlord lancl1n,. were:, or course, it.& <1OOll1. J but Nith ;;not-her six 

or 'Coho tut.Ul'e or the air . ~ven tleg.t.ivelj' it. did .etueh i'or t.lltl Cet'J:81la . Th!!! 

ener&T th. Gerz&ne put. into it undDubt.edlt enY1e~.d an ofte~ive aueeeae for it. . 

But. thou~ ther di4 not. achieve 11;., the e f fect. of Croa a~o" u. B b~b a.coy alone 

'rne ~ti:UUl de va lol'c8nt of Jet IIInd rocket. propelltf.:i aircr3.ft. 18 not. 
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_ ....0l,J l'eYOl~Uon&l7. It ~ npre...~ a -. 10.._ .~ in ..._al. 

...1Il~1ma. ' 1.11<0 C.....l>ow l~..lt lt baa prol>abl1 _... ~o lalA 111 ~h1..... to 

.tt••, • orltl.al. int1uenc., bot 1\ 1. d&D&.r~ onoacb t ••arrant tbe ..., 

.aret~ pol1.11!& lad ..1&11""" trca 0" t. tbe ..... 

, a.r.u hlJl _lJIa n1ah' t1&ll1AH, whlo1l .ere .. 1_ tbe la.t tore1d&b1 • 

• lMoGt .t _ir air t_, bov..... al.N ",lAred bopol.o. .. d.al.1no. Par' at it 
' 

10 duo " Lbe .t.1.C\r .aon1I>allaaUoa \bet bU dr... • tt tbeir beet .1''', ~ dq 

tlablAr .orit "a1zuo\~. Port ot n 10 d~ \0 100\ ort••tb...... t ..... tbe la.. 

• , t.be1r tonaN radar anel coot.rol .ttaLiona. Bu.". 111. the laaa rm. t.he tore. 

boo Mollood _~ Mea..' 01 ....l~loa 1A \b. lielal. P..... , 'Obl_b bat 

(bal 11 ___ \b. a......111ak\ nlllhH "ole... 

). 'Ib1a -.lor ....lIlt1aD .t lObo lIejal Air ' oroo 10, at 00..... , tho _1'&_ 

ot Ua .rr....l .. toroo, "'1' c-._, into aO¥l1&b'; U 10 &A a<lv_. th~ ... 

.... tOl' 1l. .. dq~' .tr.~ b_. 1Ib1c1a ale...... \be aid.. et IuDp" 

Tho ~ __ 100\ 'P"io& _ bU _~laaod .tiladil,J "'1' 01..... , It _111M OK 

onl,J' proa1a10" t...- .lAp 1A ~be ~. of Boob... CM•••". toa.,., ..... a 

b~ 0U&&l7 tor tbe iAterr1l1..Uoa or o~ .10111\ .trat.&1C b"-_. 

Tblo proopaot b.a__ra ot a r ..1UI da111 SA tbo iI.A.'. Fl.iIIt.r C_d 

CODt.1DU." U.a pr..." wDlltDq t.RaN t.bo ott..1" .U,il t.bI Uftlapnllllt. 01 it.. 

om 100& 1'"" ••oon. It. d.t... l •• ce.a1t.Mot..... boppil,J lad hoDo.....l,J _1n<I 

1\. a..t <bar1ll& \b. nee..' period '1&IIt.r <:0-_ b.. hool a brlot ....~&..... ot 

detond.....~. op1n., tile Croo.beo \bro••• 

I., 1n t.h1a t.heN la • los lOA tor all of u t. pondAr. It. 1a no retloct.iou 

upon .M ot tb. proQa..\ ....101 ....._. 1A aerial hlo~r1 to paiRt OQt tbet tbo 

Spittiro .hich .nK Inallad, aDd tho ...., in 1940 ..... Dot 'QUa1l1 .~cc...t~ 

"a1n.~ tb. challOll&. 01 tb. hGbnelo,kal edvana•• 01 1944. The partont 11 
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in '.;.he .ion"" pd.t.ye:CLi\'e, btl (ll:scover~ Lc Il Il Ve ....ad~J :, i I)r1,,[ u.s 1 t. cUl':' k .i: ll,J 

'11' .... brilliant. . 

have soen !:>eyun..:l doubt the vL1.lJ\crabillt..v of cut:! loaL r.:uIQ" O.....,jj • ..,;Jl· b.:, 1:':ittll' 

to cQQ~t.ent dtt .:.'en61ve I..ochtlique . 

co... ld do so in 1L.'1.oi../te r )far . 

I CO:lle no" t.o ~otber develop.:..ent leslI l'e!:i.d l:J ap; ~ent but p'JrnU{Js eVe!l --:ore 

81anl f l cant . 

nove in ~euerit.l boen cont-eut t.o improve I.heu' t'l~l1t.er bQ....AU·6 .. nd ;/ith t."IJ!;i t.o 

a t.:.i.:! 8 . 
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.. rl.i repor'. or'· 
~ ~ their ft~er. are eVln partly correct, ana 11 the 

aw..1anI Cf1 concent.rat... th•• aenl1blJ' upon .tlle crit1cal t arge t.. now within 
, 	 , 

their ,..ch••• shall Ihort.lJ ad another lo&lcal developclent of the e~ential 

I d •• fI .~rat.g1c boabarcbent whlch 11 t.o reach behind t.he 80811118 lin,. and rob 

hill 	t.leH o~ the root. ot h1a liar st.rengtb. 

Th. utonl.h1n& d....lo_~ ot Olll' 0 .. ions ranI!" t igh tAlro h.. alro. d¥ 

1mUcatAd. t.h. pOaa1bWt.l•• of thll. Alter all it. .aa onlT to e et. at the root. 

ot ~h. en.,- , war pDt.1ot.1.a.l that. Q and. th. R.A.F. have conducted. our at.rat aiie 

" boabardMnt. at IUCb. terrible d.1sa4vantagu of \Matber, clef,nae and ..'banee.,. 
~ .ar hal leeD &l.l d.i.ltanol shrink, not 6nlT with the mvanci at the ,. 

ucl,1l'at..e at. t.wo hWldred. and. t.wentr JlU.... but, al.o nth the development ot the 

~o t.he ~f*1:.abl' t actor tor an anvil .u.cc.... W. bav. seen it. reach b.aind. 

ttl. ~ • ara1ea and. COM! bnat.ht.aJd.n&l.J' elo.... even with che U a lta,tlona atI 	 . . 
tHe pftMDt. ~.cbnlqu•• to Iftect1.a& a dec1eioa tar tros t.ho 1'ront. T1IIe, 


, . ' 

technoloQ &Del the re40.el7 of po,rapbical pOIIit.loa wtdch air powe r it.aelt mad. 

poe.1bl~. hav. broU&ht UII t.o ~. 4}st. ph.u. ot th1~ war. It i8 the pllue in 

i, 	 whicJl all loma ot allied. air pgwer can no. l"IIAC;h over the German 8.l'1Il1ea too strike ,\ 	 at. ~n. 1nc1utr1al .""natb ana populace that. wpport. t.h_. It. "1ll be tor t.hie 

war t.he tJ.nal fruit.ion ot t.he i dea of .trat.epc bc:a.bardment. which we had. t.o basin 

at. loa& ranae. Aa roe '!la tch 1t. h eppen we shall be looidn~ Cazt,her i uto t.he tut.u.re 

thaa .... t.hi.nk. 
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